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FACE. \

ftiend D;-. Franklin, a%i the cir(^mi1:ances attending

it, deferves •ip^|^artic^Ia'^ ^tituffc.. #The accoutiti ..

which he has left of his life will fhow, in a ilriking ex-

ample, how a man, by talents, induftry, and integrity,

may rife ^omljUfciiritj^ to t]*€ firlief»infn|| and cdp.* , «
feqiience iri^ the world ; but it brings his history no
lower than the year I757,' a-nd I underfland that ilnci

hefent*Ql|l-l|h€isopy, *riittT have r^dy^ has biped

able to make no additions to it. It is witli a melan-

choly r(igret I t^iiijk^fj^his/ie^ ; bat t(?<je/|th \^ are ^
all bountrby the irreverfible order of nature, and in

looking forward to it, there is cCfmfort in being able

to refleft—that we ha^rrj| j^vtfi^ in vain, and that

all the ufeful and virtuous fliall meet in a better country

beyond the grave..

. " Dr. Franklin, in the lad letter I received from

bim, after mentioning his a|;e and infirmities, ob-

ferves, that it has been kindlj ordered by the Author

^ nature, that, as we draw nearer the conclufion of

ife, Vv'e are furnidied with more helps WPt'can us from

t, among which one of the ftron^A is the lofs of

iear friends. I was delighted witnthe account you
jave in your letter of the honour fncwn to his me-
no--y at Philadelphia, and by Congrefs; and yefter-

lay I received a high additional plcafure, bv being in-

ormed that the National AfTembly of France had
ktermined to go in mourning for him.—What a

;lprio!i5 fcene is opened there! The annals oftheworld
un iih no parallel to it. One of the honours of our

eparted friend is, that he has contributed much to It,

I am, v.ith great refpec!:.

\ ^ ar obliged and -ery humble fervant,

RICHARD PRICE-'-^
A ?.
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Doctor BENJAMIN FRANKLIN^,

MY DEAR SON,

I HAVE amufed myfelfwith colleAing fome lit-

tie anecdotes of my family. You may remember
the enquiries I miade, when you were with me in

England, among fuch of my relations as were thea

living ; and the journey I undertook for that pur-

pofe. To be acquainted with the particulars of my
parentage and life, many of which are un.knowii

to you, I flatter myfelf, will afford the fame plea=

fure to you as to mc. I fhall relate them upon pa-

per : it will be an agreeable employment of a week's

uninterrupted leifure, which I promife rtiyfelf du-

ring my prefcnt retirement in the country. There
are alfo other motives which induce me to the un-

dertaking. From the bofom of poverty and obfcu-

nty, in whi'ch I drew my firft. breath and fpent my
tarliefl: years, I have raifed myfelf to a ftate of opu-

lence and to fome degree of celebrfty in the worldc
^^ :onftant good fortune has attended me through

A
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every period of life to my preftnt advanced age
and my defcendants may be defirous of learnin

what were the means of which I made ufe, an

which, tbanl^s to the affii^g hand of providence.,

have proved Cp- emie^tly fucc^sF^I. ^They ma)
alio, fhoiild they ever be placed'in a i!mi]a*fituation

derive fome advantage from my narrative.

When I reflea, as I frequently do, upon the fe

licity I have enjoyed, I fometimes fay to myfelf
that, were the oiTcr made me, I would engage tc

run again, from beginning to end, the fame careei

of life. All I would alk fhould be the privilege

of an author, to correct, in a fecond edition, certain

errors of the firiL I could wifh, likewife, if it uere

m my power, to change fame trivial incidents and
events for others more favoura,ble. Were this

however denied me, ftiU would I noi: decline the

offer. But (ince a repetition of life cannot take

p^ace, there is nothing^ which, in my opinion, fo

nearly refembles it, as to call to mind all its cir-

cumftances, and to render their remembrance
more durable, commit them to writing. By thus
employing myfelf, I fnall yield to the inclination,

fo natural to old men, to talk of themfelves and
their exploits, and may freely follow vny bent,

without being tirefome to thofe, who, from refpett

to my age, might think themfelves obligee! to iiften

to me; as th=y will be at liberty to read me or
not, as they pleafe. In fine, (and I may well S'/c/w

it, iince nobody would believe me were I to den*:

it,) I fliall perhaps, by this emplgiym.eni: gtatify j.-j/

vanity. Scarcely indeed have I ever h'-d^:! rir r- d
the introduftory phrafe, " / mjy (h; ^v-h^uf vam-
/>^,"but fome ftriking and charaifteriitxC infta-.c^
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of vanity has immediately followed. The generali-

ty of men hate vanity in others, however ftrongly

they may be tiudured with it themfclves ; for my-
felf, I pay obeifance to it wherever I meet with it,

perfuaded that it is advantageous, as well to the in-

dividual whom it governs, as to thofe who are with-

in the fphere of its influence. Of confequence, it

would, in many cafes, not be wholly abfurd, that

a man fliould count his vanity among the other

fweets of life, and give thanks to providence for

the bleffing.

And here let me with all humility acknowledge,
that to divine providence I am indebted for the feli-

city I have hitherto enjoyed. It is that pov^er alone

which has furnifhed me with the means I have em-
ployed, and that has crov^ned them with fuccefs.

My faith in this refpe<?l leads^ me to hope, though
I cannot count upon it, that the divine goodnefs
will Hill be exercifed towards me, either by pro-
longing the duration of my happinefs to the clofe

of life, or by giving me fortitude to fupport any
melancholy reverfe, which may happen to me, as

to fo many others. My future fortune is unkaown
but to him'^'n whofe hand Is our deftiny, and who can
make our very afflidlons fubfervlent to our benefit.

One of my uncles, delirous, like myfelf, of coI=
Icdlng anecdotes of our family, gave me fome notes,
from which I have derived many particulars re-
fpeaing our ancellors. Fro^ thefe I learn, that

' ey had lived In the fame village (Eaton In North-
ptonfl-iire) upon a freehold of about thirty acres,

the fpace at lead of three hundred years. How
i^ey had refided there prior to that period,

v:acle had bc-en unable to difcover; probably
• A4

t'le
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ever fince the inftitution of furnaities, when they

took the appellation of Franklin ; which
^

had

%merly been the name of a particular order of Indi-

viduals*.

This pretty eftate would not have fufiiced for their

fubfiftence, had they not added the trade of black-

fmith, which vvas perpetuated in the family down

to mv uncles time, the eldeft fon having been uni-

* As a proof that Franklin was anciently the common name

of an order or rank in England, fee Judge Fortefcue, Delaudibus

hgum Anglia^^utttn about the year 14 12, in which is the fol-

lowing palfage, to ihew that good juries might eafily be formed

in any part of England :
„• ^ .,

<« Regio etiam iUa, ita refperfa refertaque eft poffejfonbus terra-

«* rum e: agrorum, quod in ea, villula tarn parva repenn non pote-

* rit, in qua non eft m'lles^ armlger, vel pater-familias, qualis

*< ibidem franklin vulgaritur nun-eupatur, magnis diratus pof-

« feffionibus, nee non libere, tenentes at alii -valeBl plurimi, fuis

«* patrimomis fufficientes, ad faciendum juratam, m forma prs-

" notata." -n i • l
«< Moreoverj the fame country is fo filled and replenifhed with

"~^
<« landed menne, that therein fo fmall a thorpe cannot be found

« wherein dwellech not a knight, an efquire, or fuch a houfhold-

«« er as is there commonly called a franklin, enriched with great

" poffeirions ; and alfo other freeholders and many yeoman, able

" for their livlihoodes to make a jury in form aforementioned."

Old Tranjlation,

Chaucer too calls his country gentlemaa z. Franhltriy

and, after defcribing his good houfekeeping, thus

chara6lerifes him ;

This worthy Franklin bore a purfe of filk,

Fix'd to his girdle, white as morning milk.

Knight of the (hire, firftjuilice atthe affize,

To help the poor, the doubtful to advife..

Jn all employments, generous, juft he provM.

Rcnown'd for courtefy, by all bclov'd.
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formerly brought up to this employment : a cuftom
which both he and my father obferved with refpeft
to their eldeft fons.

In the refearches I made at Eaton, I found no
account of their births, marriages, and deaths, ear-

lier than in the year 1555 ; the parifh regifter not
extending farther back than that period. This re-

gifter informed me, that I was the youngeft fon
of the youngeft branch of the family, counting iive

generations. My grandfather, Thomas, who was
born in 1598, living at Eaton till he was too old
to coutinue his trade, when he retired to Banbury
m Oxfordfhire, where his fon John, who was a
dyer,^ refided, and with whom my father was ap-
prenticed. He died, and was buried there; v/e
faw his monument in 1758. His eldeft fon lived
in the family houfe at Eaton, which he bequeatli-
cd, with the land belonging to it, to his only daugh-
ter; who, in concert with her hufband, Mr. FilTier

of Wellingborough, afterwards fold it to m. EiK
ed, the prefent proprietor.

My grandfather had four furviving fons, Thomaf^
John, Benjamin, and Jofias. I fhall give you fueh
particulars of them as my memory will furnirti, not
having my papers here, in which you will find a more
minateaccount,ifthey are not loft during myabfence.

Thomas had learned the trade of blackfmith
under his father; but pofl-effing a good natural un-
derftanding, he improved it by ftudy, at the foIici=
nation of a gentleman of the name of Palmer, who
was at that time the principal inhabitant of the vil-
i3gv. and who encouraged in like manner all my
<^ndes to improve their minds. Thomas thus ren-
cfercd himfelf competent to the funaions of a coun
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try attorney; foon became an effentlal perfonage

in the affairs of the village; and was one of the

chief mover* of every pubHc enterprize, as well re-

lative to the c6unty as the town of Northampton.^

A variety of reraar4?:able Incidents were told us of

him at Eaton. After enjoying the efteem and pa-

tronage of Lord Halifax, he died, January 6, 1702,

r^reciSly four years before I was born. The re-

cital that was made us of his life and charaaer,

by fome aged perfons of the village, ftruck you, I

reme-mber, as extiaordinary, from its analogy to

..;hat you knew of myfelf, " Had he died," faid

you, '' juft four years later, one might have fuppof-

ed a tranfmigration of fouls."

John, to the bell of my belief, was brought up

to the triide of a wool-dyer.
. t j

Benjamin ferved his apprenticefhip m London

to a filk-ayer. He was an Induftrious man
;

I re-

rip-nber him well; for, while I was a child, he

;^:r.d my father at Bofton, and lived: for fome

ve^vs In the houfe with us. A particular affedion

ha'^ always lubfifted between my father and him

and- 1 -was his godfon : He arrived to a great age.

H- left behind him t.vo quarto volumes ot poems

?n\.anufcript, confifting of little fugitive pieces

"ddr-ffed to his friends. He had invented a iTiort-

hand, which he taught me, but having never made

afeof it, I have now forgotten it. He was a njun

of p^ety, and a conftant attendant on tne belt

preache.s, whofe fermons he took a pieafure m

writing down acco:-ding to the expedltory method

he had devifcd. Many volumes were thus coi.ecT.

.dby^'im- He was alfo extremely lora of po.u

tics too much fo perhaps for his fituation Ilate.y

fe:,pd in London a colkaion which he hau maac
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of all the principal pamphlets relative to public af-

fairs, from the year 1641 to 17 17. Many volumes

are wanting, as appears by the feties of numbers;

but there ilill remain eight in folio, and twenty four

in quarto and o6\avo. The collection had fallen

into the hands of a fecond-hand bookfellcr, who,

knowing me by having fold me fome books, brought

it to me. My uncle, it feems, had left it behind

him on his departure for America, about fiity

years ago. I found various notes of his wri .ing iit

the margins. His grandfon, Samuel, is now living

at Bofton.

Our humble family had early embraced the Re-

formation. They remained ftiithfully attached da-

ring the reign of Queen Mar^y, when they wrrc in.

danger of being moleiled on account of their zeal

againft Popery. They had an Englifn Bible, and,.

to concearit the more fecurely, they conceived .tji^

proje6l of fattening it, open, with pack-threads a-

crofs the leaves, on th| infidc of the lid of a » joft;

ilool. When my great-grandfather wifhed to read

to his family, he reverfed the lid of the clofe-ftooi

upon his knees, aad pafled the leaves from one fide to

the other, which were held down on ^ach by the

pack-thread. One of the children was ftationed at

the door to give notice if he faw the pro(E^or'(an^ol7i-

cer of the fpirltual court) make his appearance : in

thaf cafe, the lid was rellored to its place with the

Bible concealed under it as before. 1 had this anec-

dote from my uncle Benjamin.

Fhe whole family preferved its attachment to

iheChuich of England till towards the clofe of the

;c^f;; n of Charles II. when certain • minifters, who
liiid b^ea ejected as non-conformifts, having, held

'^
. .vtnticlei. in Northamptcnfiiire, they were join



i6 LIFE OF
ed by Benjamin and Jofias, who adheared to them

ever after; The reft of the family continued in the

Epifcopal Church.

My father, Jofias, married early in life. He
went, with his wife and three children, to New
England, about thfe year 1682. Conventicles be-

ing at that time prohibited by law, and frequently

difturbed, fome confiderable perfons of his acquaint-

ance determined to go to America, where they

hoped to enjoy the free exercife of their religion, aad'

ray father was prevailed on to accompany them.

My father had alfo by the fame wife four children

born in America, and ten others by a fecond wife,

making in ail feventeen. I remember to have feen

thirteen feated together at his table, who all arrived

to years of maturity, and were married. I was the

"'aft of the fons, and the youngeft child, excepting

::,wo daughters. I was born at Bofton in New Eng-

land. My mother, the fecond wife, was Abiah

Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, one of the--firft

oionills of New England, of whom Cotton Ma-
lier makes honourable. mention, in his Ecclefiaftf-

?al Hlftory of that province, as " a pious and learn-

^^ ed Englifhmar,'* if I rljhtly recolleft his expref-

lions. I have been told of his having written a

variety of little pieces; but there Appears to be on-

ly one in print, which I met, with many years ago.

It was publifhed in the year 1675, ^"^ ^^ in fami-

liar verfe, agreeably to the tafte of the times.and

the country. The author ad^reffes himfelf to the,

governors for the time being, fpeaks for liberty of

confcience, and in favour ^f the anabaptifts, qua

kers, and other fe^aries, who had fuffered perfe-

rution. To this perfecution he Attributes the w?.r?

xnth, the natives, and oth_cr calamities which- afHicT:-
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«d the country, regarding them as the judgments

of God in punifhment of fo odious an offence, and

he exhorts the government to the repeal of laws fo

contrar)' to charity. The poem appeared to be

written with a manly freedom and a pleafing fim-

plicity. I recolka the fix concluding lines, though

I have forgotten the order of words of the two firft;

the fenfe of which was, that his cenfures were dic-

tated by benevolence, and that, of confequence,

he wifhed to be known as the author; becaufe,

faid he, I hate from my very foul diffimulation:

From Sherburne,* where I dwell,

I therefore put my name,

^our friend, who means you well-

Peter Fol<~

My brothers were all put appren*'

ent trades. With refped to myfe^'

the age of eight years, to a gr?

father deftined me for the ^^

garded me as the chaplain

promptitude with which

learned to read, for I

been ever without thi?

rourap-ement of his frie



r '^^ - LIFE OF
thence to the clafs immedi'ately above, and was to
pa.s, a^ the end of the year, to the one next in or^
^er crat my father, burthened with a numerous
iamilv fecund that he was incapable, without fub-
jeau^cr. .Hn^.felf to difficulties, of providing Tor the
exp.nce of a collegiate education, and conHderi^a
hciidcsi^ ^s I heard him lay to his ftiends, that per?
ion^ fo educated were often poorly provided for,
h. renounced hfs, fi.ft intentions, took me 'from
c-e grammar fchool. and fent me to a fchool for
^vr.tmg and arithmetic, kept by a Mr. Geor^-e
. >:o wnwcl, who was a Ikilful mafter, and fxicceed-

very well m his jirofeiTion by employing g.-n-
^ns^ only, and fach as were calculated to en-

^ fcholars. Under him I foon acquired
•ind; but I failed in arithmetic, and

>rt of progrefs.

age I was called home to affifl

itpation, which was that of
^chandler; a bufmefs to

ipprlnticefliip, but which
V in New England, be-
^ofadjer, in too lit-

maintain his family.
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ficult occafions; »nd m J
^^^^^ ^

l.oa
^''-?-led Tn mbarraffments. I fl-H

r"f n%ft B dl of walking, we had con-

a e V houf^ near the marft, and «h>ch -...^e «a

workmen ref.ved m the e^emng
..

number of my playfellows, and bV 1;- ./:,.; ;^

gently, like ants, fo-t;,ncs^.our of
^^^IJ-^^^

ftrength to carry a fing.e ftone, «. .e

^

all, and conftr»aed our Uttle quay. '^^

^^
'

„; were furprlfed
'^.^^f "•"'"'^t .'Jt

„g their ftones. which had been -n^ed °

v,harf Enquiries were made rexpe.ang the

1 "s of tWs conveyance; we were aucover.

tkints were exhibited agalnft -•--;>"*„;

. -.

i -went correaion on the part of ou. p?.
ems,

:•;".: ough I ftrenuoudy defended the ut.bty

.: I:J, rny father at length convinced nr.c,'.h„.

: .:•„,„. which wa. not ft-iaiy honcfr could be u.erul

;, .;;ilnot,perhapa.
beur=;.terealngt0 5^.ta

; ,;bat fart of a ir.an my fath:r was. -
He h.d
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^a excellent coaftJtuti'on, was of a middle fizc
fcut well made and ftrong, and extremely adlve in
whatever he undertook. He defigned with a de^
grce of neatnefs, and knew a little of mufic. His
voice was fonorious and agreeable; fo that when
^f

lung a pfalm or hymn with accompaniment of
ills viohn, as was his frequent practice in an even-
ing when the labours of the day were iinilhed.
It was truly delightful to hear him. He was
verfed alfo in mechanics, and could upon o.c-
cafion, ufe the tools of a variety of trades. But
his greateft excellence was a found underftanding
and fohd judgment in matters of prudence, both
^n public and private life. In the former indeed
he never engaged, becaufe his numerous family
and^ the mediocrity of hi§ fortune, kept him un-
remittingly employed in the duties of his profeffi-
on. But I very well remember that the leading
men of the place ufed frequently to come and aflc
his advice refpefting affairs of the town, or of the
church to which he belonged, and that they paid
much deference to his opinion. Individuals were
alfo^ in the habit of confulting him in their private
affairs, and he was often chofen arbiter between con-
tending parties.

He was fond of having at his table, as often as-
poihble, fome friends or well informed neighbours"

'

capable of rational converfation, and he was al-
ways careful to introduce ufeful or ingenious to,
pics of difcourfe, which might tend to form the
minds of his children. By this means he early
attrafted our attention to what was juft, prudent,
and beneficial in tlie condud of life. He nevei
talked of the meats which appeared upon the ta-
ble, never difcuffcd whether they were well or lU



Dr. FRANKLIN. zi

idrefled, of good or bad flavour, high-feafoned or

otherwife, preferable or inferior to this or that difti

of a limiliar kind. Thus accu(t6)medj from my in-

fancy, to the utmoft inattention as to thefe ob-

jeds, I have always been perfedly regardlefs of

what kind of food was before me ; and I pay fo

little attention to it even now, that it would be a

hard matter for me to recolledl, a few hours after

I had dined, of what my dinner had confiiled.

When travelling, I have particularly experienced

the advantage of this habit ; for it has often hap*

pened to me to be in company with perfons, who,
having a more delicate, becaufe a more exercifed

tafte, have fiiffered in many cafes confiderable in-

convenience ; while, as to myfelf, I haj/e had no-

thing to defire.

My mother was likewife poffeffed of an excel-

lent conilitution. She fuckled all her ten chil-

dren, and I never heard either her or my father

complain of any other diforder than that of which
they died: my father at the age of eighty -feven,

^nd mother at eighty-five. They are buried to-

gether at Bofton where, a few years ago, I placed
a marble over their grave, with this xnfcription :

" Here lie

** JosiAs Franklin and Abiah Jiis wife : They
" lived together with reciprocal affedion for fifty-

" nine years
; and without private fortune, with-

*^ out lucrative employment, by afiiduous labour
" and honed induftry, decently fupported a nur
" merous family, and educated with fuccefs, thir»
«* teen children, and feven grand children. Let
" this example, reader, encourage thee diligently
" to difcharge the duties of thy calling, and to re^
^* ly on the fupport of divine providence, *
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*' IJe was pious and prudent,
**' iShe difcreet and virtuous.

*' Their youngeft fon, -from a fentiment of filial

*^' duty, confecrates this ftone

*' To their memory."

I perceive, by my rambling digrcffions, that I am
growing eld. But we do not drefs for a private'

company as for a formal ball. This deferves per-

haps the name of negligence.

To return, I thus continued employed in my
father's trade for the fpace of two years ; that is

to fay, till J arrived at twelve years of age. About
this time my brother Jolin, who had ferved his ap-

prenticefliip in London, having quitted my father,

and being married and fettled in bufinefs on his

own account at Rhode-Illand, 1 v.-aj deilined, to

z\\ appearance, to fupply his place, and be a can-

dle-maker all my life : but my diflikeof this occu-

pation continuing, my father was apprehenfive,

that, if a more agreeable one were not offered me
I mig'it play the truant and efcape to fea 5 as, to

his extreme mortification, my brother Jofias had

done. He therefore took me fometimes to fee

mafons, coopers, braziers, joiners, and other me-

chanics employed at their-work ; in order to dif-

cover the bent of my inclination, and fix it if he

could upon fome Qccupation that might retain me
on ihore. I have fmce, in confequence of thefe

viHts, derived no fmall -pleafure from feeing fl<il-

ful workmen handle their tools; and it has proved

of conliderable benefit, to have acquired •:hereby

fuflicient knowledge to be able to make little thing;

for myfelf when I have had no mechanic at handj

and to conftru6l fmall machines for my exper:

ments, while the idea I have conceived has Ixe^
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frefli and ftrongly impreffed on my imagination.

My father at length decided that I fhould be a

cutler, and I was placed for fome days npon trial

with my coulin Samuel, fon of my uncle Benja-

min, who had learned this trade in London, and

had eftablifhed himfelf at Bofton. But the pre-

mium he required for my apprenticelh'ip difpleafmg

my father, I was recalled home.

From my earlieft years I had been pafiionately

fond of reading, and I laid out in books all the lit-

tle money I could procure. I was particularly

pleafed with accounts of voyages. My firll ac-

quifition was Bunyan^s colleftion in fmall feparate

volumes. Thefc I afterwards fold in order to buy

an hiftoiical colledion by R. Burton, which con-

fided of fmali cheap volumes, amounting in all to

about forty or fifty. My father's little library

was principally made up of books of pradical and

polemical theology. I read the greateft part of

them. I have fmce often regretted, that at a time

when I had fo great a thiift for knowledge, more

eligible books had not fallen into my hands, as it

was then a point decided that I fhould not be edu-

cated for the church. There was alfo among my
father's books Plutarch's Lives, in which I read'

continually, and I ftill regard as advantageoufly

employed the time I devoted to them. I found

befides a work of De Foe's, entitled^ an Elfay on

Projects, from which, perhaps, I derived impref-

fions that have fmce influenced fome of the prin-

cipal events ofmy life.

My inclination for books; at laft determined my
father to make me a printer, though he had alrea-

dy a fon in that profeflion. My brother had re-

turned from. England in 17 17, with u prefs and

B ^
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''-^ypes, in order to eftabllfh a printing-houfe at Boff

ton. This bufinef^ pleafed me much better than

that of my father, though I had ilill a predlledlion

for the fea. To prevent the efFeds which might
refult from this incHnation, my father w2s impatient

to fee me engaged with my brother. I held back for

k fome time; at length however I fuffered myfelf

to be perfuaded, and figned my indentures, being

then only twelve years of age. It was agreed tha^,^

I (hould ferve as apprentice to the age of twenty-

one, and fl^ould receive journeyman's wages only

during the laft year.

In a very fhort time I made great pro^ficlency in

this bufinefs, and became very ferviceable to my
brother. I had now an opportunity of procuring

better books. The acquaintance I necefiarily

formed with bookfell^rs* apprentices, enabled me
to borrow a volume now and then, which I never

failed to return punctually and without injury.

How often has it happened to me to pafs the great-

er part of the night in reading by my bed-fide,

when the book had been lent me in the evening,

and was to be returned the next m.orning, left it

^ight be miffed or wanted.

At length, Mr. Matthew Adams, an ingenious

tradefman, who had a handfome coUeftion of books,

and who frequented our printing-houfe, took notice

of me. He invited me to fee his library, and had
^the goodnefs to lend me any books I was defirous

of reading. I then took a (Irange fancy for poetry,

and compofed feyeral little* pieces. My brother,

thinking he might find his account in it, encourag-

ed me, and engaged me to write two ballads. Onej

called the Light-houfe Tragedy, contained an ac

count of the (hipwreck of captain Worthilake ?'
'
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his two daughters ; the other was a failor's fong on

the capture of the noted pirate called Teach, or

Black-heard. They were wretched verfes in point

of ftyle, rnere blind-men's ditties. When print-

ed, he difpatched me about the town to fell them-

The firft had a prodigious run, becaufe the event

was recent, and had made a great noife.

My vanity was flattered by this fuccefs ; but my
father checked my exuhation, by ridiculing my
producftions, and telling me that verfifiers were al-

ways poor, i thus efcaped the misfortune of being,

probably a very wretched poet. But as the faculty

of writing profe has been of great fervice to me in

the courfe of my life, and principally contributed

to my advancement, I fli all relate by what means,

fituatedas T was, I acquired the fmall flvill I may

poffefs in that way.

There was in the town another young man, a

great lover of books, of the name of John Collins,

ivith whom I was intimately connefted. We fre-

quently engaged in difpute, and were indeed fo

fon^ of argumentation, that nothing was fo agreea-

ble to us as a war of words. This contentious

temper, I would obferve by the bye, is in danger

of becoming a very bad habit, and frequently ren-

ders a man's company infupportable, as being no

otherwife capable of indulgence than by indifcrl-

minate contradiftfon. Independently of the acri-

mony and difcord it inttoduces into converfation,

it is often produdive of difiike, and even hatred,

between perfons to whom frienddiip is indifpenfi-

\ bly neceffary. I acquired it by reading, while I

lived with my father, books of religious controver-

fy. I have fmce remarked, that men of fenfe feL

dom fall into this error ; lawyers, fellows of univcr-

B :;
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fities, and perfons of every profefllon educated at

Edinburgh, excepted.

Collins and I fell one day into an argument rela-

tive to the education of women ; namely, whether

it were proper to inibuft them in the fciences, and

whether they were competent to the fludy. Col-

lins fupported the negative, and affirmed that the

taflc was beyond their capacity. I maintained the

dppofite opinion, a little perhaps for the pleafure

of difputing. He was naturaUy more eloquent

than T ; words flowed copioudy from his lips ; and
f'requently I thought myfelf vanquifhed, more by
his volubility than by the force of his arguments*

We feperated without coming to an agreement up-

on this point : and as we were not to fee each other

again for fome time, I committed my thoughts to

paper, made a fair copy, and fent it him. He an-

fwered, and I replied. Three or four letters had
been written by each, when my father, chanced to

light upon my papers and read them. Without
entering into the merits of the caufe, he embraced
the opportunity of fpeaking to me upon my man-
ner of writing. He obferved, that though I had
the advantage of my adverfary in correct fpelling

and pointing, which I owed to my occupation, I

was greatly his inferior in elegance of expreffion,

in arrangement, and perfpicuity. Of this he con-

vinced me by feveral examples. I felt the jullice

ot his remarks, became more attentive to language,

and refolved to make every effort to improve my
ftyle. Amidfl thefe refolves an odd volume of the

Spectator fell into my hands. This was a publica-

tion I had never feen. I bought the volume, and
read it again and again. I was enchanted with it,-

thought the ilyle excellent, and wiflied it wer? in
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my power to imitate it. With this vievf I fele£led

fome of the papers, made (hort fummaries of the

fenfe of each period, and put them for a few days

afide. I then, without looking at the book endea-

voured to reftore the elTays to their true form, and

to exprefs each thought at length, as it was in the

original, employing the moft appropriate v/ords that

occurred to my mind. I afterwards compared my

Spedator with the original ; I perceived fome faults,

which I correaed : but I found that I wanted a

fund of words, if I may fo exprefs rhyfelf, and a fa-

cility of recolleding and employing them, which I

thought I fhould by that time have acquired, had

I continued to make verfes. The continual need

of words of the fame m.eaning, but of different

lengths for the meafurc, or of different founds for

the rhyme, would have obliged me to feek for a

variety of fynonymes, and have- rendered me maf-

ter of them. From this belief, I look fome of the

tales of the Speftator, and turned' them into vcrfe ;

and after a time, when I had fufliciently forgotteri

them, I again converted them into profe.

Sometimes alfo I m.ingled all my furamaries toge-

ther ; and a few weeks after, endeavoured to ar-

range them in the beft order, before I attempted

to form the periods and complete the eiTays. This

I did with a view of acquiring method in the ar-

rangem.ent of mry thoughts. On comparing after-

wards m.y performance with the original, many

faults were apparent, which I correded ; but I had

fometimes the fatisfaclion to think, that, m certain

particulars of little importance, I had been fortu-

' :^.te enough to improve the order of thought or

- fl.yle ; and this encouraged me to hope that I

• ' fucceed, in time, in writing the Engiifii Ian"

?> 4
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guage, which was one of the great objeas of my ani*

bition.

The time which I devoted to thefe exercifes, and
to reading, was the evening after my day's labour
was finiftied, the morning before it began, and Sun-
days when I could efcape attending divine fervice.

While I lived with my father, he had infifted on
my pundlual attendance on public vvorfhip, and I

Hill indeed confidered it as a duty, but a duty which
I thought I had no time to praftife.

When about fixteen years of age, a work of Try-
on fell into my bands, in which he recommends
vegetable diet. 1 determined to obferve it. My
brother, being a bachelor, did not keep houfe, but

boarded with his apprentices in a neighbouring fa-

mily. My refufing to eat animal food was found

inconvenienty and I was often fcolded for my fin-

gularity. I attended to the mode in which Tryon
prepared fome of his difhes, particularly how to boil

potatoes and rice, and make hafty puddings. I

then faid to my brother^ that if he would allow me
per week half what he paid for my board, I would

undertake to maintain myfelf. The offer was in-

ftantly embraced, and I foon found that of what
he gave me I was able to fave half^ This was a

new fund for the purchafe of books; and other ad.

vantages refulted to me from the plan. When my
brother and his workmen left the printing-boufe to

go to dinner, I remained behind; and difpatching

my frugal meal, which frequently confifted of a

bifcuit only, or a flicc of bread and a bunch of

railins, or a bun from the paftry cook's, with a glafs

of water, I had the reft of the time, till their return,

for ftudy; and my progrefs therein was propor-

tioned to that clearnefs of ideas, and quioknefs of
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Conception, which are the fruit of temperance in eat-

ing and drinking.

It was about this period, that, having one day^

been put to the blufli for my ignorance in the art ot

calculation, which I had twice failed to learn while

at fchool, I took Cocker's Treatife of Arithmetic,

and went through it by myfclf with the utmoa eafe.

1 alfo read a book of Navigation by Seller and

Sturmy, and made myfelf mailer of the little geo^

metry It contains, but I never proceeded far in this

fcience. Nearly at the fame time I read Locke

on the Human Underftanding, and the Art of

Thinking by Meffrs. Du Port Royah

While labouring to form and Improve my (lyle,

I met with an EngliHi Grammar, which I believe

was Greenwood's having at the end of it two little

eflfays on rhetoric and logic. In the latter I found

a model of difputatlon after the manner of Socra-

tes. Shortly after I procured Xenophon's work,

entitled, iViemorable Things of Socrates, in which

are various examples of the fame method. Charm-

ed to a degree of enthufiafm with this mode of

difputing, I adopted it, and renouncing blunt con-

tradiaian, and direa and pofitive argument, I af-

fumed the charafter of a humble queftioner. The

perufal of Shaftfbury and Collins had made me a

fceptic; and being previoufly fo as to many doc-

trines of Chrlftlanlty, I found Socrates's method tb

be both the fafeft for myfe'TT, as well as the moft

embarrafiing to thofe againft x^hom 1 employed U.

it foon afforded me fmgular pleafure; I mceffantry

praaifed it; and became very adroit in obtaining,

even from perfons of faperlor underftanding, con^

cefiions of which they did not forefee the confer

quences. Thus I Involved them in difficnltbs from
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U'hlch they were unable to extricate themfelvesj
and fornetlmes obtained viftorles, which neither
my caufe nor my arguments merited.

This method I continued to employ for Tome
years; but I afterwards abandoned it by degrees,
retaining only the habit of expreffing myfelf with
moded diffidence, and never making ufe, when t

advanced any propofition which might be contro-
verted, of the words ceriainly^ undoubtedly, or any
others that might give the appearance of being ob-
jlinately attached to my opinion. I rather faid, I
imagine, I fuppofe, or it appears to me, that fuch
a thing is fo or io, for fuch and fuch reafons; or
it is fo, if I am not miftaken. This habit has, I
thmk, been of confiderable advantage to me, when
I have had occafion to imprefs my opinion on the
minds of others, and perfuade them to the adoption
of the meafures I have fuggefted. And fince the
chief ends of converfation are, to inform or to be
informed, to pleafe or to perfuade, I could wifh
that intelligent and well-meaning men would not
themfelves diminilh the powers they pofTefs of be-
ing ufeful, by a pofitive and prefumptuous manner
of expreffing themfelves, which fcarcely ever fails

to difgud the hearer and is only calculated to ex-
cite oppofition, and defeat every purpofe for which
the faculty of fpeech has been beftowed upon mauc
in fhort, if you wifn to inform, a pofitive and dog-
matical manner of advancing your opinion may
provoke contradidion, and prevent your being
heard with attention. On the other hand, if, with
a defire of being informed, and of benefiting by
the knowledge of others, you exprcfs yourfelves ag
being ftrongly attached to your own opinions, mo-
deft and fenfible men, who do not love difDutation.
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will leave you In tranquil pofTefTion of your errors.

By following fuch a method, you can rarely hope

to pleafe your auditors, conciliate their good-will,

or work conviftlon on thofe whom you may be de-

firousof gaining over to your viev^'s. Popejiidici-

ouHy obferves,

Men mud be taught as if you taught them not.

And things unknown propos'd as things forgot.

And in the fame poem he afterwards advifes us,

To fpeak, tho' fare, with feeming diffidence.

He might have added to thefe lines, one that h-

has coupled elfcwhere, in my opinion, with lefs pro^

priety. It is this :

For want of modefty Is want of fenfe.

If youafk why I fay with lefs propriety, I mull giv£

you the two lines together :

Immodell words admit oino defenccy

For want of decency is want of fenfe.

Now want of fenfe, when a man has the misfortune to

be fo circumftanced. Is it not a kind of excufe for

want of modefty? And would not the verfes have

been mote accurate, if they had been conltrufted

thus :

Immodefl: words admit hut this defence.

That want of decency is want of fenfe.

But I leave the declfion of this to better judges than

myfelf.

In 1720, or 1721, my brother began to print a

new public paper. It was the fecond that made \lz

appearance in America, and was entitled the New^-

England Caurant. The only one that exiiled be-

fore was the Bojlon Neivs Letter. Some cf his

friends, 1 remember, would have diffuaded him

from this undertakftrg, as a thing that was not like-

ly to fucceed; a fingle newfpaper beings ia their
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opinion, fufficlent for all America. At prefent, ho\t^"

e^'cr, in 1777, there are no lefs than twenty-fivco

But he carried his projecfl into execution, and 1 wag
employed in diftributing the copies to his cuftomers,
after having aflifted in compofing and working theiri

ofF.

Among his friends he had a number of literary

characters, who, as an amufement, wrote (hoit ef-

fays for the paper, which gave it reputation and in-

creafed its fale. Thefe gentlemen came frequently
to our houfe. I heard the converfation that palTed,

and the accounts they gave of the favourable re-

ception of their writings with the public. I wa?
tempted to try my hand among them ; but, being
iliW a child as it were, I was fearful that my bro-
ther might be unwilling to print in his paper any
performance of which he fhould know me to be
the author. I therefore contrived to difgulfe my
hand, and having wn'tten an anonymous piece, I

placed it at night under the door of the printing-

houfe^ where it was found the next morning. My
brother communicated it to his friends, when they
came as ufual to fee him, who read it, commented
upon it within my hearing, and I had the exquifite

pleafure to find that it met with their approbation,
and that, in the various conjeftures they made re-

fpefting the author, no one was mentioned who did
not enjoy a high reputation in the country for ta-

lents and genius. I now fuppofed myfelf fortunate
in my judges, and began to fufpeft that they were
not fuch excellent writers as I had hitherto fuppof-
ed them. Be that as it may, encouraged by this

little adventure, I wrote and fent to the prefs, in

the fame way, many other pieces, which were equal-

U' approved ; keeping the fecret till my flender
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-iiock of Information and knowledge for fuch perfor-

mances was pretty completely exhaufted, when I

made my felf known.

My brother, upon this difcovery, began to en-

tertaln a little more refped for me ;
but he (till re-

garded himfelf as my raafter, and treated me lik^

an apprentice. He thought himfelf entitled to the

fam.e fervices from mc as from a.ny other perfon.

On tlie contrary, I conceived that, in many in-

ftances, he was too rigorous, and that, on the part

of a brother, I had a nght to expeft greater in-

dulgence. Our difputes were frequently brought

before my faih£r; and either my brother .was ge-

nerally in the wrong, or I was the better pleader of

the two, for judgement was commonly given in my

favour. But my brother was paffionate, and often

had recourfe to blows; a clrcumftance which 1

took in very ill part. This fevere and tyrannical

treatment contributed, I believe, to imprint on my

mind that averlioa to arbitrary power, which dur-

ing my whole life I have ever preferved. My ap-

prenticefnip became infupportable to me, and I con^

tinually fighed for an opportunity of fliortening it,

which at length unexpeacdly offered.

An article inferted in our paper upon fome poli-

tical fubjea which I have now forgotten^ gave of-

fence to the Affembly. My brother was taken

irjto cuftoJy, cenfured, and ordered into conhne-

ment for a month, becaufe, as I prefume, he would

not difcover the author. I was alfo taken up, and

examined before the council; but, though I gave

them i»o fatisfadion, tliey contented themfelveg

with reprimanding, and then difmiffed me; con.

fidering me probably as bound, in quality of ap-

prentice, to keep my mailer's fecrct?.
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The Imprlfonment of ray brother kindled my

refentment, notwithftanding our private quarrels.
Daring its continuance the management of the pa-
per was entruaed to me, and I was bold enough
to infert^ fome pafquerades againfl: the governors

j

which highly plcafed my brother, while others be-
gan to look upon me in an unfavourable point of
view, conndering me as a young wit inclined to fa-

tire and lampoon.

My brothel's enlargement was accompanied with
an arbitrary order from the houfe of afferably,
" That James Franklin (hould no longer print the
" newfpaper entitled the Neiv-England Courant:'
In this conjunaure, we held a confukation of our
friends at the printing-houfe, in order to deter-
mine what was proper to be dene. Some propof-
ed to evade the order, by changing the title of the
paper: but my brother forefeeing inconveniences..

-

that would refult from this ftep, thought it better
'^

that it fhould in future be printed in the name of
Benjamin Franklin; and to avoid the cenfure of the
affembly, who might charge him with IKII printing
the paper himfelf, under the name of his appren-
tice,^ It was refolved that my old indentures ftould
be given up to me, with a full and entire difcharge,
written on the back, in order to be produced up-'
on an emergency: but that, to fecure to my bro-
ther the benefit of my fervice, I rtiould fign a new
contraa, which fhouid be kept fecret during the
remainder of the term. This was a very fhallow
arrangement. It v/as, however, caiTied into imme-
diate execution, and the paper continued, in con-
fequence, to make its appearance for fome months
in my name. At length a new difference arifmg
between my brother and me, I ventured to take
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advantage of my liberty, prefumlng that lie xvould

not dare to produce the new contraa. It was un-

doubtedly dirnoi.ourable to avail rayfelf of this cir-

cumftancc, and I reckon this action as one of the

-firll errors of my life ; but I was little capable of

leftlmating it at its true value, embittered as my

mind had been by the recolleaion of the blows I

had received. E^cluuvely of his pafiionate treat-

ment of me, my brother was by no means a man

of an ill temper, and perhaps my manners had too

much of impertiueace not to afford it a veiy natural

pretext.

When he knew that it was my determination to

quit him, he wiQied to prevent my finding employ-

ment elfewhere. He went to all the printing-

houfes in the town, and prejudiced the mafters

againft m.e ; who accordingly refaied to employ me.

The idea then fuggeiled itfelf to me of going to

New-York, the n^areft town in which there v\'£S a

printing-office. Farther reflexion confirmed m.e

in the defign of leaving Boilon, where I had al-

ready rendered myfelf an objed of fufpicion to the

goveiMiinglJ party. It was probable, from the arbl-

tary proceedings of the aifembly in the affair of my

brother, that, by rem.aining, 1 (hould foon have been

expofcd to difficuUies, which I had the greater rea-

fon to apprehend, as, from my indifcreet difputes

upon the'fubjea of religion, I begun to be regarded,

by pious fouls, with horror, either as an apoftate

or an atheift. I came therefore to a refolution

;

but my father, in this Inilance, fiding with my
' brothel, I prefumed that if I attempted to de-

part openly, meafures would be taken to prevent

me. My friend CoUins undertook to favour my

Bidit. He agreed for my pafuige with the captain
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of a New-York floop, to whom he repref^ntc^d mc
as a young man of his acquaintance, who had had
an affair with a girl of bad charader, whofe parents
wifhed to compel me to marry her, and that oi
confequeffbe I could neither make my appearance
or go off publicly. I fold part of my books to
procure a fmall fum of money, and went privately
on board the floop. By favour of a good wind, I
found myfelf in three days at New-York, nearly
three hundred miles from my home at the age only
of feventeen years, without knowing an individual in
the place, and with very little money in my pocket.
The inclination I had felt for a feafaring life was

entirely fubfided, or I fhould now have been able
to gratify it ; hut. having another trade, and believ-
ing myfelf to be a tolerable workman, I hefitated
not to offer my fervices to the old Mr. William
Bradford, who had been the firft Printer in Penn-
iylvaaia, but had quitted that province on account
of a quarrel with George Keith, the Governor. He
could not give me employment himfelf, having lit-

tle to do, and already as many perfons as he wanted •

but he told me that his fon, printer at Philadelphia,*
had lately loll his principal workman, Aquila Rofe,
who was dead, and that if I would go thither, he
believed that he would engage me. Philadelphia
was a hundred miles farther. I hefitated not to
embark in a boat in order to repair, by the fhortelt

cut of the fea, to Amboy, leaving my trunk and
cffeas to come after me by the ufual and more te-
dious conveyance. In crofiing the bay we met
with a fquall, which fhattered to pieces our rotten
fails, prevented us from entering the Kill, and threw
us upon Long-Ifland.

During the fquall a drunken Dutchman, whs5



^ Dr. franklin. 3f

like myfdf was a paiTenger in the boat, fell into

the fea. At the moment that he was finking, i

feized him by the fore-top, faved him, and

drew him on board. T .is immerfion fober-

ed him a little, fo that he fell afleep, after having

taken from his pocket a volume, which he requeft-

ed me to dry. This volume I found to be nzy old

favourite work. Banyan's Voyages, in Dutch, a

beautiful impreiTion on fine paper, with copper-

plate engravings; a drefs in which I had never

feen it in its original language. I have fince learn-

ed that it has been tranflated into almoil all the

languages of Europe, and next to the Bible, I am
perfuaded, it is one of the books vi'hich has had the

grcatell fpread. Honeft John is the firil, that t

know of, who has mixed narrative and dialogue toge-

ther; a mode of writing very engaging to the reader,

who in the moil interelling paflages, finds himfelf ad-

fliitted as it we're into the company, and prefent at the

converfationi De Foe has imitated, it with fuccefs ia

his Robinfon Crufoe, his Moll Flanders, and other

works; as alfo has Richardfon in his Pamela, &c.

Ih apprcaching the ifland we found that we had

made a part of the coaft where it was not poilibie

to land, on account of the lirong breakers produc-

ed by the rocky Ihore. "We cad anchor and veer-

ed the cable towards the Hiore. Some men, who
ftood upon the brink, hallooed to us, while we did

the fame on our part; but the wind was fo high,

and the waves fa noify, that we could neither of us

hear each other. There ivere fome canoes upon

the bank, and we called out to them, and made
figns to prevail on them to come and take us up;

but either tbev did not undetfland us, or they
'

e
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deemed our requell imprafticable, and withdrew r

Night came on, and nothing remahied for us but

to wait quietly the fubfiding of the wind; till when
we determined, that is, the pilot and I, to fleep if

poffible. For that purpofe we went below the

hatches along with the Dutchman, who was drench-

ed with water. The fea broke over the boat, and

reached us in our retreat, fo that we were prefsntly

as completely drenched as he.

We had very little repofe during the whole night

;

but the wind abating the next day, we fucceeded

in reaching Amboy before it was dark, after having

pafTed thirty hours withotit provifions, and with

no other drink than a bottle of bad rum, the water

upon which we rowed being fait. In the evening

I went to bed with a very violent fever. I had

fomewhere read that cold water, drank plentifully,

was a remedy In fuch cafes. I followed the pre-

fcription, was In a profufe fweat for the greater

part of the night, and the fever left me. The
next day I croffed the river In a ferry-boat, and

continued my journey on foot. I had fifty miles

to walk, in order to reach Burlington, where L was

told I fiiould find paflage-boats that would convey

me to Philadelphia. It rained hard the whole day,

fo that I was wet to the Ikln. Finding myfelf fa-

tigued about noon, I flopped at a paltry Inn, where

I paiTed the reft of the day and the whole night,

beginning to regret that I had quitted my home.

I made befides fo wretched a figure, that I was fuf-

pefted to be fome runaway fervant. This I dlfco-

vered by the queftions that were afl^ed me ; and

I felt that I was every moment In danger of being

taken up as fuch. The next day, however, I con-

tinued my journey, and arrived In the evening at
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an inn, eight or ten miles from Burlington, that was

[.
kept by one Dr. Brown.

This man entered into converfation with me while I

took feme refreflTment, and perceiving I had read a

little, he exprefled towards me confiderable intereft,

and friendlhip. Our acquaintance continued during

! the remainder of his life. I believe him to have been

I

what is called an itinerant doclor| for there was no

I

town in England, or indeed in Europe, of which he

' could not give a particular account. He was neithier

,
deficient in underilanding nor literature, but he was a

,
fad infidel ; and, feme years after, undertook tc "ra-

vefty the Bible in burlefque verfe, as Cotton has tra-

' veftied Virgil. He exhibited, by this means, many

I

fafts in a very ludicrous point of view, wliich would

;

have given umbrage to weak minds, had his work

ibeen publifhed, which it never was.

I fpent the night at his houfe, and reached Bur-

lington the next morning. On my arrival, I had

the mortification to learn that the ordinary paiTage-

i

boats had failed a little before. This was on a

! Saturday, and there would be no other boat till the

Tuefday following. I returned to the houfe of an

old woman ia the tov/n who had fold me fome gin-

gerbread to eat on my palTage, and I aflced her ad-

vice. She invited me to take up my abode with

her till an opportunity offered for me to embark.

Fatigued with having travelled (o far on foot, 1 ae-

cepted her invitation. When The underftood that

I was a Printer, flic would have perfuaded m^e to

iftay at Burlington, and fet up my trade: but (lie

was little aware of the capital that would be necef-

fary for fuch a purpofe ! I was treated while at her

houfe with true hofpitality. She gave me, with the

C2
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utmofl: good-will, a dinner of beef-fteaks, and

would accept of nothing in return but a pint of

ale.

Here I imagined myfelf to be fixed till the Tuef-

day in the enfuing week, but walking out in the

evening by the river fide, I faw a boat with a num-
ber ofperfons in it approach. It was going to

Philadelphia, and the company took mc in. As
there was no wind, we could only make way with

our oars. About midnight, not perceiving the

town, fome of the company were of opinion that

we muft have pafled it, and were unwilling to row
any farther; the reft not knowing vihere vve were

it was refolved that we fhould ftop. We drew to-

wards the (hore, entered a creek, and landed near

fome old palifades, which ferved us for fire-u'ood

it being a cold night in Oftober. Here we ftayed

till day, when one of the company found the place

ih which we were to be Cooper's Creek, a little a-

bove Philadelphia ; which in reality we perceived

the moment we were out of the creek. We ar-

rived on Sunday about eight or nine o'clock in the

morning, and landed on Market-flreet wharf.

I have entered into the particulars of my voyage,

and fliall in like manner defcribe my firfl entrance

into this city, that you may be able to compare
beginnings fo little aufpiclous, with the figure I

have fince made.

On my arrival at Philadelphia I was in niy work-
ing drcfs, my beft cloathes being to come by fea. 1

was covered with dirt ; my pockets were .filled with

fhirts and (lockings ; I was unacquainted with a

fingle foul in the place, and knew not where to

feek for a lodging. Fatigued with walking, rowing,

and having paffed the night without fleep, I vv-a-
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extremely hungry, and all my money confifted of

a Dutch dollar, and about a fhilling's worth of

coppers which I gave to the boatmen for my paf-

fage. As I had aflilled them in rowing, they re-

fufed it at firil ; but I infilled on their taking it.

A man is fometimes more generous when he has

little, than when he has much money ; probably

becaufc, in the firft cafe, he is defirous of conceal-

ing his poverty.

I walked towards the t6p of the ftreet, looking

eagerly on both fides, till I came to Market-ftreet

Vvhere I met a child with a loaf of breads Often

had I made my dinner on dry bread. I enquired

where he had bought it, and went ftraight to the

baker's fnop which he pointed out to me. I afked

for feme bifcuits, expefting to find fuch as we had

at Bofton ; but they made, it feems, none of that

fort at Philadelphia. I then allced for a three-pen-

ny loaf. They made no loaves of tha.t price. Find-

ing myfelf ignorant of the prices, as well as of the

different kinds of bread, I defired him to let me

have three penny-worth of bread of. fome kind or

other. He gave me three large rolls. I was fur-

prized at receiving fo much: I took them, how-

ever, and having no room in my pockets, I walked

oil with a roll under each arm, eating the third.

In this manner I went through Market-flreet to

Fouith-dicet, and paffed the houfe of Mr. Read,

the father of my future wife. She was (landing at

the door, obferved me, and thought, with reafon, that

I made a very fmgular and grotefque appearance.

I then turned the corner; and went through

Ghefnut-ilreet, eating my roll all the way ; and

luiving made this round ; I found myfelf again on

'^larket-ftreet wharf, near the boat in which I had

C3
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arrirddi I ftepped into it to take a draught of the ri=

v^r wdter
; and fitldmg rtiyfelf fatisfied with my firft

rolli I gave the other two to a woman and her childi •

who had come down the river with us in the boat,-

ai>d Wa^ wafting to continue her journey. Thus
refreft^d, I regained the ftreet, v^hich was now full

of w^il drelTed people^ all going the fame way. I

joined them, and was thus led to a large Quakers*
meeting houfi? near the market-place. I fat down
v^hVt the> reft, and aftei'*f(5okirig round me for fome

t-irtle, heating nothing faidj and being drowfy from
my laft night's labour and want of rell, I fell into

a found deep. In this ftate I continued till the af-

ferribly difperfed, when one of the congregation had

the goodnefs to wake me. This was confequently

the firilhoufe I entered, or in which I flept at Phi-

ladelphia.

I began again to walk along the ftreet by the

river lide ; and looking attentively in the face of

every one I met, I at length perceived a young
^

quaker, whofe couUtenance pleafed me. I accoll-

ed him, and begged him to inform me where a

ftraiiger might find a lodging. We were then near

the fign of the Three Mariners. They receive tra-

Vtllers here, faid he, but it is not a houfe that bears

a g'66d charafter ; if you will go with me, I will

fliew you a i|Rter one. He conduced me to the

Crooked Eillet^R^' Vv^ater-ftrcet. There I ordered

fomething for dinner, and during my meal a number

bf curioiis queftions wete put to me ; my youth and

appearance exciting the fufpicion of my being a

rurrawjiy. After dinner my drowhnefs returned,

and I threw myfelf upon a bed without taking off

my clothes, and flept till 1ik o'clock in the even-

ing-, when I was called to fi:pper. I afterwards
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went to bed at a very early hour, and did not awake

till the next morning.

As foon as I got up I put myfelf in as decent a

trim as I could, and went to the houfe of Andrew
Bradford the printer. I found his father in the

fhop, whom I had feen at New-York. Having

travelled on horfeback, he had arrived at Phiiadcl.

phia before me. He introduced me to his fon, who

received me with civility, and gave me fome brcak-

faft; but told me he had no occafion for ajourney-

raan, haying lately procureH one. He added, that

there vvas another printer newly fettled in the town,

• of the name of Keimer, who might perhaps employ

me; and that in cafe of a refufal, I fhould be weL
come to lodge at his houfe, and he would give me
a little work now and then, till fomething better

fhould offer.

The old man offered to introduce me to the new

printer. When we were at his houfe :
** Neigh-

bour," faid he, *' I bring you a young man in the

printing bufmefs; perhaps you may have need of

his fervices."

Keimer aflved me fome queftions, put a compof-

ing flick in my hand to fee how I could work,

and then faid, that at prefent he had nothing for

me to do, but that he fhould foon be able to employ

me. At the fame time taking old Bradford for an

inhabitant of the town w-ell-difpoled towards him,

he communicated his project to him, and the prof-=

peA he had of fuccefs. Bradford was careful not

to difcover that he was the father of the othe^r

printer : and from what Keimer had faid, that he

hoped fhortly to be in poffefiion of the greater part

of the buflnefs of the town, led him by artful quef-

tions. and bv flarting fome difficulties, to dilclofe

C4
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^11 his vkws, what his hopes were founded upon,
and how he intended to proceed. I was prefect^
and I heard it all. I inllantly hw that one ox^ the
two was a cunning old fox, and the other a perfed
novice. Bradford left me with Kelraer, who was
ftrangely furprifcd wh'en I informed him who the old
man was. '

I found Keimer's printing materials to conn ft of
an old damaged prefs, and a fmall call of worn-out
English letters, with which he was himfelf at work
upon an elegy on Aqnila Rofe, whom I have men-
tioned above, an ingenious young man, and of an
excellent charafter, highly efteeined in the town,
fecretary to the affembly, and a very tolerable poet.
Keimer alfo made verfes, but they were inditierent

ones. He could not be faid to write in verfe, for

his method was to fet the lines as they flowed from
his mufe; and as he worked without copy, had but
one fet of letter-cafes, and the elegy would proba-
bly occupy all his type, it. was impoffible for any
one to alTill him. I endeavoured to put his prefs

in order, which he had not yet ufed, and of which
indecjd he underftpod nothing: and having promif-
pd to come and work off his elegy as foon as it

/hould be ready, I returned to the houfe of Brad-
ford, who gave me fome trifle to do for the prefent,

for which I had my board and lodging.

In a few d<iys Keimer fent for me to print off

his elegy. He^had now procured another fet of
letter-cafes, ar.d had a pamphlet to reprint, upon
which he fet me to work.

The two Philadelphia printers appeared deftitute

of every qualification neceffary in their profeffion-

Bradford had not been brought up to it, and w?:,
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very illiterate, Keimer, though he underftood a

little of the bufmefs, was merely a compofitor, and

jvholly incapable of working at the prefs. He had

been one of the French prophets, and knew how
to imitate their fupernatural agitations. At the

time of our firft acquaintance he profefTed no par-

ticular religion, but a little of all upon ©ccaiion.

He was totally ignorant of the world, and a great

knave at heart, as I had afterwards an opportunity of

experiencing. c

Ktimer could not endure that, working with

him, I (liould lodge at Bradford's. He had indeed

a houfe, but it was unfurnilhed ; fo that he could

not take me in. He procured me a lodging at

Mr. Read's, his landlord^, whom I have already

mentioned. My trunk and effeds being now ar-

rived, I thought of making, in the eyes of Mifs

Read, a more refpeciable appearance than when

lehance exhibited me to her view, eating my roll, and

!
wandering in the ftreets.

j

From this period I began to contract acquaint-

jance w-ith fuch young people of the tov/n as were

'fond of reading, and fpent my evenings with them

agreeably, while at the fame time I gained money

;by my induftry, and, thanks to my frugahty, lived

contented. I thus forgot Bofton as much as pofli-

ble, and wilhed every one tobe ignorant of the place

of my refidence, except my friend Collins, to whom I

wrote, and who kept my fecret.

An incident, however arrived, which fent me
home much fc;oner than I had propofed. I had a

brother-in-law, of the name of Robert Holmes,

mafter of a tr:iding fioop from Bofton to Delawrae*

]Being at Newcaftle, forty miks below Phiiadei=
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phia, he heard of me, an4 wrote to infoini ms of
the chag-iin which my fudden departure from Bof.

ton had occafioned my parents, and of the affec-

tion which they ilili entertained for me, affuring

me that, if I would return, every thing (hould be

adjufied to my fatisfadion ; and he was very pref-

fmg in his entreaties. I anfvvered his letter, thank-

ed him for his advice, and explained the reafons which
had induced me to quit Boilon with fuch force and
clearnefs, that he was convinced I had been iefs to

blame than he had imagined.

Sir William Keith, Governor of the province was
at Newcaltle at the time. Captain Holmes, being

by chance' in his company when he received my
letter, took occafion to fpeak of me, and fhewed
it him. The Governor read it, and appeared fur-

prifed when he learned my age. He thought me,
he faid, a young man of very promifing talents,

and thatj of confcqaence, I ought to be encourag-

ed; that there weic at Philadelphia none but very

jgriorant printers, and that if I were to fet up for-

myfeif, he had no doubt of my fuccefs ; that, for

Iits Own part, he would procuie me all the public

bufmefs, and would render me every other fet vice

in his power. My brother-in-law related all this

to me afterwards at Boilon ; but I knew nothing
of it at the time; when one day Keimer and I be-
ing at work .together near the window, we faw the

Governor and another gentleman. Colonel French
of Newcaille, handfomely dreffed, crofs the ftreet,

and make diiedly for our houfe. We heard them
at the door, and Keimer, believing it to be a vlfit

to himfclf, went immediately down ; but the Go-
vernor enquired for me, came up flairs, and, with

>: condcfcenfiou an^ politenefs to wdiich I had no|.



Dr. franklin. 47

ptt all been accullomed, paid me many compliments,

defired to be acquainted with me, obligingly re-

proached me for not having made myfelf knowu

to him on my arrival in the tov.n, and wiflied me

to accompany him to a tavern, where he and colonel

French were going to talle fome exeeiknt Madeira

wine. •

.

I was, I confers, fomewhat furprlfed.aad K^mer

appeared thunderftnick. I went however wi^i

the governor and the colonel to a tavern at th^

coiner of Third-ftiect, where, while we were dvink-

ino- the ISIadelra, he propofed to me tti eftabhfli

a printing houfe. He fet forth the probabdities of

fuccefs, and himfelf and colonel French affared

me that I fhould have their proteaion and influ-

cnce in obtaining the printing of the public papers

of both governments ; and as I appealed to douot

whether my father would affiil me in this enterprife,

Sir William faid that he would give me a letter to

him, in which he would reprefent the advar.tages

Gfthefcheme, in a light which he had no doubt

would determine him. It was thus concluded that

I fliould return to Bofcon by the ftrit veiTel, with

the letter of recommendation from the governor

to my father. Meanwhile the projed was^ to be

kept fecret, and I continued to work for Kcimer as

before. . .

The Governor fent every now and then to mvite me

to din^ with him, I confidei-ed this as a very great

honour ; and I was the more fenfible oi: it, as he c^n-

verfed with me in the moil affable, familiar, and

friendly manner imaginable.

Towards the end of April 1724, a fmall veffel

was ready to fail for Boilon. I took leave ot Kei»

mer, upon the pretext of going to l^e my parents^
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The governor gave me a long letter, In which he
faid many flattering things of mc to my father;
and ftrongly recommended the projed of my fet-
tling at Philadelphia, as a thing which could not
fail to make my fortune.

Going down the bay we ftruck on a flat, and
fprung a leak. The weather was very tempeftiu
ous, and we were obliged to pump without Inter-
miffion

;
I took my turn. We arrived however

fafe and found at Bofton, after about a fortnight's
pafTage.

I had been abfent feven complete months, and
my relations, during that interval, had received no
Intelligence of me; for my brother-in-law, Holmes,
was not yet returned, and had not written about
me. I\iy unexpefted appearance furprifed the fa-
niily; but they were all delighted at feeing me
again, and, except by brother, welcomed me home.
I went to him ^t the printing-office. I was better
dreffed than I had ever been while In his fervice:
I had a complete fuit of clothes, new and neat,
^ watch In my pocket, and my purfc was fur-
niflied with nearly five pounds fterling in mo-
ney. Ke gave me no very civil reception; and
having eyed me from head to foot, refumed his
work.

The workmen aOced me with eagernefs where I
had been, what fort of a country it was, and how
I liked it. I fpoke In the hlgheR terms of Phila-
delphia, the happy life we led there, and expreffed
my intention of going back again. One of them
aflced what fort of money wc had, I difplayed be-
fore them a handful of filver, which I drew from
my pocket. This was a curiofity to which they
^/'ere not accuftomed, paper being the current mo-
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ney at Bofton. I failed not after this to let theni

fee my watch ; and at lail, my brother contimiing-

fallen and out of humour, I gave them a (hilling-

to drink, and took my leave. This vifit ftung my
brother to the foul ; for when, fhortly after, my
mother fpoke to him of a reconciliation, and a dt-

fire to fee us upon good terms, he told her that I

had fo ir.fultea him before his men, that he would

never f )rrret or forgive It : in this, however, he

was midaken.

The crovernor*5 letter appeared to encite in my
father fome furprife ; but he faid little. After

feme days, Capt. Holmes being returned, he fliovt'-

ed it him, adding him if he knew Keith, and what

fort of a man he was ; adding, that, in his opini-

on, it proved very little difcernment to think of

fetting up a boy in bufinefs, who for three years

to come would not be of an age to be ranked in

the clafs of men. Holmes faid every thing he

could in favour of the fcheme ; but my father

firmly maintained its abfurdity, and at lad gave

^ pofitivc refufal. He wrote, however, a civil let-

ter to Sir William, thanking him for the prorecfiion

he had fo obhgingly offered mc, but refullng to

affifl: me for the prcfent, becaufc he thought me
too young to be entrufled with the condn<?c of fo

'important an enterprife, and vvhicli would require

fo confiderable a fum of money.

My old comrade Collins, v/ho was a clerk in the

poft-office, charmed with the account I gave of my
new refidence, exprefied a defire of going tliither ;

and while I waited my father's determination, he

fet off before me, by land, for Rhode-IHand,

leaving his books which formed a handfome col-

ledion in mathematics and natural philofophy, to
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be ccnveyed with miae to New-Yoik, where he
jjiii pored to wait for me.

My father, thougli he could not approve Sir

AVilliam's propofal, was yet pleafed that I had ob-
tained fo advantegeous a recommendation as that
of a perfon of his rank, and that my induftry and
cr-conomy had enabled me to equip rayfelf fo hand-
fomely in fo (l^ort a period. Seeing no appearance
of accommodating matters between my brother
and me, he confented to my return to Philadel-

phia, advifed m,e to be civil to every body, to en-

deavour to obtain general efteem, and avoid fa-

tire and farcafm, to which he thought I was too
much inclined ; adding, that, with perfeverance

and prudent occonomy, I miglit, by the time 1 bc=
came of age, fave enough to eftabhfh myfelf in bu-
fmefs ; and that if a fmall fum (hould then be
wanting he would undertake to fupply it.

This was all I could obtain from him, except
fome trifling prefents, in token of friendHiip from
him and my mother. I embarked once more for

New-York, furnifhed at this time with their appro-
bation and bleffmg. The floop having touched at

Newport in Rhode Ifland, I paid a vifit to my bro-
ther John, who had for fome years been fettled

there, and was married. He had always been at-

tached to me, and received me with great aifeftion. *

One of his friends, whofe name was Vernon, hav-

ing a debt of about thirty-fix pounds due to him in

Pennfylvania, begged me to receive it for him, an^
keep the money till 1 fliould hear from him: ac-

•

cordingly he gave me an order for that purpofe.

This affair occafioned me, in the feque), much un-
eafinefs.

At Newport we took on board a number of
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paffengers; among whom were two young wcimen,

and a grave and fenfible quaker lady with her fer-

vants. I had (hewn an obliging forwardnefs in

rendering the quaker fome trifling fervices, which

led her, probably, to feel fome intereil in my wel-

fare ; for when flie faw a familiarity take place,

and every day increafe, between the two young wo-

men and me, fiie took me afide and faid, "Young
man, I am in pain for thee. Thou haft no parent

to watch over thy conduct, and thou fcemeft to he

ignorant of the world, and the fnarcs to which

youth is expofed. Rely upon what I tell thee

:

thofe are women of bad chara6lers ; I perceive it

in dl their aclions. If thou doft not take care,

they will lead thee into danger. They are flrr

gers to thee, and I advife thee, by the friendly

terefl: I take in thy prefervation, to form no con-

nexion with them.'* As I appeared at firft not to

think quite fo ill of thern as (he did, (lie related

many things ihe had fecn and h*eard, which had

efcaped my attention, but which convinced me (he

was in the right. I thanked her for her obliging

advice, and promlfed to follow it.

When we arrived at New-York, they informed

me where they lodged, and invited me to come
and fee them. I did not however gOy and it was

"s*^!! I did not ; for the next day, the Captain mif-

fing a filver fpoon and fome other things which

had been taken from the cabin, and knowing thefe

women to be proftitutes, procured a fea'-ch warrant,

found the ftolen goods upon them, and had them

punifhed. And thus, after having been faved fron^

one rock concealed under water, upon which the

an-

iri-
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veM ftrwck during our paflage, I efcaped another of
a dill more dangerous nature.

At New-York I found my friend Collins, who
had arrived fome time before. V/e had been in-

timate from our infancy, and had read the fame
books together ; but he had the advantage of be=

iiig able to devote more time to reading and ftudv,

and an aitonifning difpofition for mathematics, in

which he left me far behind him. When at Bof-
ton, I had been accuftomed fo pafs with him ai=

moll all my leifure hours. He was then a fober and
fndullrious lad ; his knowledge had gained him a
very general efteem, and he fecmed to promife
to make an advantageous figure in focietv. But
during my abfence, he had unfortunately addided
himfelf to brandy, and I learned, as ' well from^
himfelf as from the report of others, that every day
fince his arrival at New-York he had been intoxi-'

cated, and had acted in a very extravagant man-
ner. He had alfo played, and loft all his money ;"

fo that I was obliged to pay his expences at the inn,

rind to maintain him during the reft of the journey
;

a burthen thatwas very inconvenient to me.

^
The Governor of New-York, whofe name was

Burnet, hearing the Captain fay that a young man
who vv-as a paffenger in his fhip had a great num-
ber of books, begged him to bring me to his houfe.
I accordingly went, and Ihould have taken Collins
with me, had he been fober. The Governor treat-

edjne with great civility, ftiewed me his library,

which was a very confiderable one, and vv^e talked
R^r fome time upon books and authors. This was
the fecond Governor who had honoured me with
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his attention ; and to a poor boy, as I then was
thefe little adventures did not fail to be pleafing.

We arrived at Philadelphia. On the way I re-

ceived Vernon's money, without which we ihoulcl

have been unable to have fmilhed our journey.

ColHns wifhed to get employment as a merchant's

cleik ; but either his breath or his countenance

betrayed his bad habit ; for, though he had re-

Commendations, he met with no fuccefs, and con-

tinued to lodge and eat with me, and at my exoence.

Knowing that I had Vernon's money, he was con-

tinually a/king me to lend him fome cf it
;

pro-

lihifing to repay m,e as foon as he fhould get employ-
tnent. At lafl he had drawn fo much of this mo^
hey, that I was extremely alarmed at what might
become of me, fhould he fail to make good the

deficiency. Kis habit of drinking did not all di-.

minifh, and was a frequent fource of difcoid be-

tween us : for when he had drank a little too much,
he was very headftrong.

Being one day in a boat together, on the Dela-
ivare, with fome other young perfons, he refufed

CO take his turn in rowing. You fiiall row for me,
.aid he, till we gtt home.— No, I replied, we will

iot~ row for you.—You ihall, faid he, or remain
ipon the water all night.—As you pleafe.—Let
|is row, faid the reft of the company : -what figni-

|ies whether he alTifts or n-.t. But, already ang-iy

;vith him for his coadu6l in other refpefls, I per-
illed in my refufal. He then fwore that he wouB.
nake me row, or would throw me out of the boat 5

-

nd he made up to me. As foon as he was- with-
n my reach I took him by the collar, gave him a
olcnt. thrufc, and threw him head-foremoil into

D *
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the river. I knew that he was a good fwimmerj

and was therefore under no apprehenfions for his

life. Before he could turn himfelf, we were able,

by a few ftrokes of our oars, to place ourfelves out

of his reach ; and whenever he touched the boat,

we aflced him if he would row, ftricking his hands

with the oars to make him let go his hold. He
was nearly fuffocated with rage, but obftinately

refufed making any promife to rov/. Perceiving

at length that his ftrength began to be exhaufled,

we took him into the boat, and conveyed him home

in the evening, completely drenched. The utmoft

coldnefs fubfifted between us after this adventure.

At laft the captain of a Weft-India fhip, who was

commiflioned to procure a tutor for the children

of a gentleman at Barbadoes, meeting with Collins,

offered him the place. He accepted it, and took

his leave of me, promiling to difcharge the debt he

pwed me with the firft money he fhould receive ;

but I have heard nothing of him fince.

. The violation of the truft repofed in me by Ver-

non, was one of the firft great errors of my life ;

and it proves that my father was not miftaken

when he fuppofed me too young to be entrufted with

t-he management of important affairs. But Sir

William, upon reading his letter, thought him too

prudent. There was a difference, he faid, between

individuals : years of mr.turity were not always ac-

companied with difcretion, neither was youth in

every inftance devoid of it. Since your father, ad-

ded he, will not fet you up in bufinefs, I ^^^,^9 ^^

myfelf. Make out a lift of what will b?4ywacted

from England, and I will fend for the articles,

You fhall repay me when you can. I am deter-

mined to have a i^ood printer here, and I am fure
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:
you will fucceed. This was faid with fo much
feeming cordiality, that I fufpcaed not for an in-

ftant the fincerity of the offer. I had hitherto
kept the projeft, with which Sir Wilham had in-

fpired me, of fettling in bufinefs a fecret at Phi^
ladelphia, and I ftill continued to do fo. Had my
reliance on the governor been known, fome friend,

better acquainted with his character than myfelf
would doubtlefs have advifed me hot to trufl him;
for I afterv.-ards learned that he was univerfally

known to be liberal of promifes, which he had no
intention to perform. But having never folicited

him, how could I fuppofe his oifers to be deceitful?

On the contrary, I believed him to be the belt

man in the world.

I gave him an inventory of a fmall printing-of-
fice; the expence of which I had calculated at a-

bout a hundred pounds fterllng. He expreffed his
approbation; but afl^-ed if my prefence in Enjr-
land, that I might choofe the charaders myfelf,
and fee that every article was good in its kind,
.would not be an advantage. You will alfo be a-
ble, faid he, to form fome acquaintance there, and
eftablifh a correfpondence with ftationers and book-
fellers. This I acknowledged was defirable. That
being the cafe, added he, hold yourfelf in readinefs
to go with the Annis. This was the annual vefTe],

and the only one, at that time, which made regu-
lar voyages between the ports of London and Phi-
ladelphia. But the Annis was not to fail for fome
months, j, I therefore continued to work with Kei-
mer, unhappy refpefting the fum which Goilin^
had drawn from me, and almoft la continual ago-
?iy at the thouglits of Vernon, who fortunatolr

D 2
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made no demand of his money till feveral years

after.

In the account of my firft voyage from Bolton

to Philadelphia, I omitted I believe a trifling cir-

cumftance, which will not perhaps be out of ^lace

here. During a calm which flopped us above

Block-ifland, the crew employed themfelves in flfh-

ing for cod, of which they caught a great number,

I had hitherto adhered to my lefolution of not eat^

ing any thing that had poffefTed life ; and I confi-

de^ed on this occafion, agreeably to the maxims

of my mafter Tryon, the capture of every hfli as

^a.fo^t of murder, committed without provocation^

'

fin<:e thefe animals had neither done, nor were ca-

pable of doing, the fmalleil Injury to any one that

ftould juftify the meafure. This mode of reafon-

ing 1 conceived to be unanfwerable. Meanwhile

I* had formerly been extremely fond of fifh; and

when, one of thefe cod was taken out of the frying-

pan, I thought Its flavour delicious. I hefitated

fome time between principle and inclination, till

at laft recollefting, that when the cod had been

opened, fome fmall iiHi were found" in its belly, I

fold to myfelf, If you eat one another. I fee no

reafon why we may not eat you. I accordingly

dined on the cod with no fmall degree of pleafure,,

and have fince continued to eat like the reft of

mankind, returning only occafionally to my vege-

table plan. How convenient does it prove to be a

rational animal, that knows how to find or invent:

a plaufible pretext for whatever It has J|r^ iacUna-

tion todol ^^
I continued to live upon good terms with Kei-

mer, who had not the fmalleft fufpiclon of my prtw

jcacd eftablifliment. He ftill retained a portioa
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jbf hi's former enthuliafm; and being fond of ar-

gument, we frequently difputed together. I was

fo much in the habit of ufing my Socratic method,

and had fo frequently puzzled him by my quef-

tions, which appeared at firft very diftant from the

point in debate, yet neverthelefs led to it by de-

grees, involving him in difficulties and contradic-

tions from which he was unable to extricate him-

felf, that he became at la(t ridiculoufly cautious,

and would fcarcely anfwer the moft plain and famir

liar queftion without previoufly adding me—What
would you infer from that ? Hence he formed fo

high an opinion of my talents for refutation^ that

he ferioufly propofed to me to become his colleague

in the eltablifhment of a new religious feft. He was

to propagate the do6\rine by preaching, and I to re-

fute every opponent.

When he explained to me his tenets, I found

many abfurdities which I refufed to admit, unlefs

he would agree in turn to adopt fome of my opi-

nions Keimer wore his beard long, becaufe Mo-
fes had fomewhere faid, Thoujbalt n9t mar tKte cqv'

tiers of thy beard. He likewife obferved the Sab-

bath ; and thefe were with him two very effential

points. I difliked them both ; but I confented to

adopt them, provided he would abftain from ani-

mal food., I doubt, faid he, whether my conftitu-

tion will be able to fupport it. I affured him on

the -contrary, that he would find himfelf the bet-

ter fov it. He was naturally a glutton, and I wifh-

:jed to .amufe myfelf by ftarving him. He confent-

vfid to make trial of this regimen, if I would bear

l^m company ; and in reality we continued ifc for

I>3
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three months. A woman in the neighbourhood
prepared and brought us our viduals, to whom I

gave a Hfl of forty di(hes ; in the compofition of
which there entered neither flefli nor fifh. This
fancy was the more agreeable to me, as it turned
to good account ; for the whole expence of our li-

ving did not exceed for each eighteen-pence a

week.

I have fince that period obferved feveral Lents
with the greated ftridnefs, and have fuddenly re-

turned again to ray ordinary diet, without experi-

encing the fmallefl inconvenience ; which has led

me to regard as of no importance the advice common-
ly given, of introducing gradually fuch alterations of

regimen.

I continued it cheerfully ; but poor Keimer dif-

fered terribly. Tired of the projed, he fighed for

the fiefli pots of Egypt. At length he ordered a road

pig, and invited me and two of our female acquain-

tance to dine with him ; but the pig being ready a

little too foon, he could not refill the temptation, and
eat it all up before we arrived. '

During the circumftances I have related, I had
paid fome attentions to Mifs Read. I entertained

for her the utmoll efteem and afteftion ; and I had

reafon to believe that thcfe fentiments were mutu-

al. But we were both young, fcarcely more thaa ...

eighteen years of age ; and as I was on the point*
of undertaking a long voyage, her mother thought it

prudent to prevent matters being carried too far for

the prefent, judging that if marriage was our obje^,

there would be m.ore propriety in it after my return,

when, as at lead I expected, I fiiould be'efln^^'invn
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in my bufinefs. Perhaps alfo fhe thought that my
expeftations were not fo well-founded as I ima.

gined.

My moft intimate acquaintance at this time

were Charles Ofborne, Jofeph Watfon, and James

Ralph ;
young men who were all fond of reading.

The two firiV were clerks to Mr. Charles Brock-

don, one of the principal attornies in the town,

and the ather clerk to a merchant. Watfon was

an upright, pious and fenfible young man: the

others were fomevvhat more loofe in their principles

of religion, particularly Ralph, whofe faith, as

well as that of CoUins, I had contributed to fhake
;

each of whom made me fuffer a very adequate pu-

nifnment. Ofborne was fenfible, and fincere and

affedionate in his friendfhips, but too much inchn-

cd to the critic in matters of literature. Ralph

was ingenious and fhrewd, genteel in his addrefs,

and extremely eloquent. I do not remember t©

have met with a more agreeable fpeaker. They

were both enamoured of the mufes, and had alrea=

dy evinced their paffion by fome fmall poetical pro-

du6l:ions.

It was a cuftom with us to take a charming walk

on Sundays, in the woods that border on the

Skuylkill. Here we read together and aftei-wards

converfed on what we read. Ralph was difpofed

to give himfel/ up entirely to poetry. He flattered

himfelf that he Ihould arrive at great eminence in

the art, and even acquire a fortune. Thje fublim-

eft poets, he pretended, when they firft began to

write, committed as many faults as hiipfelf. Of-

borne endeavoured to diffuad him from it, by af-

furing him that he had no genius for poetry, and

D4
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adv-ifed him to ftick to .tlie trade I'n which he had
beea brought up. I„ the road of commerce, faid
he, you vvdl be fure, by dihgence and affiduitv,
though you have no capital, of fo far fiicceedin.^ as
to be empWed as a faaor, and may thus, in tfme
acquire the means of fetting up for yourfelf. I
concured in thefe fentiments, but at the fame time

.
e-vreffed my approbation of amufing ourfelves
fometimeo with poetry, with a view to improve
our ftyle. In confequence of this it ivas propofed,
that,, at oiir next meeting, each of us fliould bring
a copy of verfes of his own compontion. Our ob-
jeft in this competition was to benefit each other
by our mutual remarks, criticlfms, and correaions

;

and as ftyle and expreffion were all we had in view,'
w.€ excluded every idea of invention, by agreeing

|1; that our taflc fliould be- a verfion of the eighteenth
•'p.fi^m, in which is defcribedthedefcentof the deity.

The time of our meeting drew near, when Ralph
called upon me, and told me his piece was ready.
I informed him that I had been idle, and, not much

.; liking the taflc, had done nothing. He fliowed
" me his piece, and ailced what I thought of it. I

cxpreffed myfelf in terms of warm "approbation
;

becaufe it really appeared to have confiderable me-
rit. He then faid : Ofborne will never acknow-
ledge the fmalled degree of excellence in any pro-
duaion of mine. Envy alone dic^:ates to him a
thoufand animadverfions. Of you he is not fo jea-
lous : I wifh therefore you would take the- verH?s
and produce them as yonr own. I will prereri^
not to have had leifure to write any thing. We
iliall then fee in what manner he will fpeak of them.
I agreed to this little artifice, and_ immediatdy
vranfcribed the verfes to prevent all fiifpicion.
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• We met. Watfon's perfcrmance was the fiift

that was read. It had iome beauties, but many

faults. V\'e next read Ofbovne's, which was much

better. Ralph did It jaitice, remarking a few im-

perfeaions, and applauding fuch paits as were

excellent. He had himfelf nothing to ihow. It

was now my turn. 1 made fome difficulty; feem-

ed as if I wiihed to be excufed; pretended that I

had had no time to make correflions, &c. No

excufe, however, was admiiTible, and the piece

mud be produced. U ^^as read and re-read, Wat-

fon and Oihorne immediately refigned the palm,

and united in applauding it. Ralph alone made

a few remarks, and propofed fome alteratlon-sf btit I'

defended my text. Ofborne agreed with me, and

told Ralph he was no more able to criticife than he

was uble to '.vrite.

Vv^hen O/borne was alone with me, he expreffed

himfelf ftill more ftrongly in favour of what he

confidered as my performance. He pretended that

he had put fome reftraint on himfelf before, ?p-

prehenfive of my condruing his commendtjtion

into flattery- But who would have fuppofed, faid

he, Franklin to be capable of fuch a compofition ?

What painting, v/hat energy, what fire! He. has

furpaiTed the original. In his common converfa-

tion he appears not to have choice of words; he.

hefitates, and is at a lofs ; and yet, good God,

how he writes !

At our next meeting R.alph difcovered the trick we

had pla-yed Oihorne, who was rallied without na^rcy.

By this adventure R.alph vras fixed in his refo-

lution of becoming a poet, I left nothing unat-

tempted to divert him frcxn his purpofe ; but he
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perfeveredj till at lail the reading of Pope* efFeded

his cure : he became, however, a very tolerable

profe writer. I fliall fpeak more of him hereafter ;

but as I (hall probably have no farther occafiou to

mention the other two, I ought to obferve here, j

that Watfon died a f^w years after in my arms*

He was greatly regretted; for he was the bed of

our fociety. Ofborne went to the iflands, where
he gained confiderable reputation as a banilter,

and was getting money ; but he died young. We
had ferioufly engaged, that whoever died firll fliould

return, ii^ poffible, and pay a friendly vifit to the

furvivor, to give him an account of the other world ;

but he has never fulfilled his engagement.

The governor appeared to be fond^of my company,
and frequently invited m.e to his houfe. He always

fpoke of his intention of fetth'ng me in bufinefs, as a
point that was decided. I was to take with me let-

ters of recommendation to a number of friends; and
particularly a letter of credit, in order to obtain the ne-
ceffary fum for the purchafe of my prefs, types, and
paper. He appointed various times for me to come
tor thefe letters, which would certainly be ready; and
when I came, always put nie off to another day.

Thefe fuccelTive delays continued till the veiTel,

vvhofe departure had been feveral times deferred,
was on the point of fetting fail; when I again went
to Sir William's houfe, to receive my letters and
take leave of him. I faw his fecretary. Dr. Bard,
who told me that the governor was extremely 'l)u-

* Probably the Dunclad, 'where avefnd him thus im-
mortalifed by the Author:

Silenceye tuohes, 'while Ralph /o Cynthia howls,
Jnd mahes iilght hideous ; anfwer him, ye owls /
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fy writing, but that he would be down at Newcaf-

tie before the veffel, ?.nd that the letters would be

deHvered to me there.

Ralph, though he was married and had a child,

determined to accompany mc in this voyage. His

object was fuppofed to be the eilabliihing a corre-

fpondence with fome mercantile huufes, in order

to fell goods by commifTion ; but I afterwards

learned, that, having reafon to be diffatisned with

the parents of his wife, he propofed to himfelf to

leave her on their hands, and never return to America

again.

Having taken leave of. my friends, and inter,

changed promifes of fidelity vvith Mifs Read, I

quitted Philadelphia. At Newcaftle the veffel

came to anchor. The governor was arrived, and

I went to his lodgings. His fecretary received me

with great civiHty, told me on the part of the go-

vernor that he could not fee m.e then, as he was

engaged in affairs of the utmotl importance, but

that he would fend the letters on board, and that

he wiHied me, with ail his heart, a good voyage

and fpeedy return. I returned, fomewhat aftonifi!-

ed, to the fliip, but Hill without enteitaining the

flighted fufpicion.

Mr. Ham.iiton, a celebrated barriOer of Phila-

delphia, hud taken a paiTage to England for him-

felf and his fon, and, in conjunaion with Mr. Den-

ham a quaker, and Meffrs. Oniam and Ruiiel,

proprietors of a forge in Maryland, had agreed for

the whole cabin, fo that Ralph and I were obliged

to take up our lodging with the* crew. Being

.unknown to every body in the Tnip, we were locked

upon as the common order of people: but Mr. Ha-

milton and hie fon (it was James, who was
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afterwards governor) left us at Newxaftle, and r<s

turned to Philadelphia, where he was recalled, at
a very great expence, to plead the caufe of a vefTcJ

that had been feized; and jud as we were about
to fail, colonel Finch came on board, and (hewed
me many civilities. The paffengers upon this paid
me more attention, and I was invited, together
with myfi-iend Ralph, to occupy the placein the
cabin which the return of the Mr. Hamiltons had
made vacant; an offer which we very readily ac-
cepted.

Having learned that the difpatches of the gover-
nor had been brought on board by colonel Finch,
I a{l<:ed the captain for the letters that were to be
intrufted to my care. He told me that they were
all put together in the bag, which he could not
opeii at prefent; but before we reached England,

• he would give me an opportunity of taking them out,
I was fatisfied with this anfwer, and we purfuedour
voyage.

The company in the cabin were all very focia-

ble, and we were perfedly well off as to provifions,
as^ we had the advantage of the whole of Mr. Ha-
milton's, who had laid in a very plentiful ftock.
During the paffage Mr. Denham contraded a friend-
(Inp for me, which ended only with his life: in
other refpeds the voyage was by no means an agree-
able one, as we had much bad weather.

When we arrived in the river, the captain was
as good as his word, and allowed me to fearch the
bag for the governor's letters. I could not find a
fmgle one with 'my name written on it, as commit^
ted to my care; but I feleded fix or feven, which
I judged from the diredion to be thofe that were
intended for me; particularly one to Mr. Bafkft
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the King's printer, and another to a ftatloner, who

was the^'fii-a perfon I called upon. I delivered him

the letter as coming from Governor Keith. *' I

*'have no acquaintance (faid he) with any fuch

« perfon ;" and opening the letter, «^0h, it is from

«* Riddlefden 1 " he exclaimed. *' I have lately dlfco-

<* vered him to be a very arrant knave, and I wifh

"to have nothing to do either with him or his

" letters.'' He Inftantly put the letter into my nand,

turned upon his heel, and left me to ferve fome cuf.

tomers.

I was aftonifhed at finding thefe letters were not

from the Governor. Refleaing and putting cir-

cumftances together, I then began to doubt his

linceriry. I rejoined my friend Dcnham, and re-

lated the whole affair to him. He let me at once

into Keith's charader, told me there was not the

leaft probability of his having written a fmgle let-

ter ; that no one who knew him ever placed any

reliance on him, and laughed at my credulity in

fuppcfing that the Governor would give me a letti:

of credit, when he had no credit for himfelf. As

I {howed fome uneafmefs refpeding what fiep i

fhould take, he advifed me to try to get employment

in the houfe of fome printer. You may there, faid

he, improve yourfelf in bufmefs, and you will be able

to fettle yourfelf the more advantageouily when you

return to America.

We knew already, as well as the ftationer, aL-

torney Riddlefden to be a knave. He had nearly

ruined the father of Mifs Read, by drawing him

in to be his fecurity. We learned from his letter,

that he was fecretly carrying on an intrigue, in

concert with the Governor, to the prejudice of Mr.

HamiUon, who it was fuppcfed would by this tim«
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be In Europe. Denham, who was Hamlltoiv:
friend, was of opinion that he ought to be made

.

acquainted with It ; and in reah'ty, the Inftant he
arrived in England, which was very foon after, I
waited on him, and, as much from good-will to
him as from refentment againil the Governor, put
the letter Into his hands. He thanked me very
fincerely, the information It contained being or
confequence to him ; and from that moment bertow-
ed on me his frlendrnip, which afterwards proved on
many occafions ferviceable to me.
But what are we to think of a Governor who

could play fo fcurvy a trick, and thus grofsly de-
ceive a poor young lad, wholly deftltute of expe-
rience ? It was a praaice with him. Wifhing to
pleafe every body, and having little to beftow, he

'

was lavifh of promifes. He was In other refpeds^
fenfible and judicious, a very tolerable writer, and.
a good Governor for the people ; though not fo for
the proprietaries, wbofe inftruaions he frequently
difregarded. Many of our beft laws were his work,
and eftablifhed during his adminlftration.

R-alph and I were Infepcrable companions. We
took a lodging together at three-and-fixpence a
week, which was as much as we could afford. He
met with fome relations in London, but they were
poor, and not able to afTifl: him. He now, for the
rirft time. Informed me of his Intention to^-i-^mam
In England, and that he had no thoughts -^6f ever
returning to Philadelphia. He was totally' without
money; the little he had been able to. raife^'hav.
mg barely fufficed for his pafFage. I haa/ftill fif-

teen piftoles remaining; and to me he Had from
time to time reeoiirfe, while he tried to get em.-
ploymen t.

^
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At firft, believing hlmfelf poffeffed of talents

for the ftagg, he thought of turning a<5^or; but

Wilkes, to whom he applied, frankly advifed him

to renounce the idea, as it was impofiible to fuc-

ceed. He next propofed to Roberts, a bookfelkr

in Paterhofter-Row, to write a weekly paper in

the manner of the Speftator, upon terms to which

Roberts would not Hilen. LalUy, he endeavoured

to procure employment as a copyift, and applied

to the lawyers and flationers about the Temple

j

but he could find no vacancy.

As to myfelf, I Immediately got engaged at

Palmer's, at that time a noted printer in Bartho-

lomew Clofe, with whorii I contiriued nearly a year.

I applied very affiduoufly to my work; but I ex-

pended with Ralph almoil all that I earned. Plays,

and other places of amufement which .we frequent-

ed together, having exhaufted my piftoles, we hv-

fed after this from hand to mouth. He appeared

to have entirely forgotten his wife and child, as I

alfo, by degrees, forgot my engagements with Mifs

Read, to whom I never wrote more than one let-

ter, and that merely to inform her that I was not

likely to return foon. This was another grand er-

ror of my life, which I fhould be defirous of cor-

recting, were I to begin my career again.

I was employed at Palmer's on*the fecoF.d edi-

tion of Woolafton's Religion of Nature. Some of

his arguments appearing to me not to be well

founded, I wrote a fm.all metaphyfical treatife, itj

v^hich I animadverted on thofe paffages. It was-

entitled a DIlTertation on Liberty and Neceffity,

Pieafure and P'ain. I dedicated it to my friend

Ralph, and printed a fmall number of copies. Pal-

hier upon this treated me with more confidcratidn^
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and regarded me as a young man of talents; tha^
he lenouHy took the to tafl. for the principles of
n^y pamphlet, which he looked upon as abomina-
ble. J. lie prmtmg of this work was another error
of my hfe.

While I lodged in Little Britain I formed ac^
quamtance vvith a bookfeller of the name of Wil^
cox, whofe fhop was next door to me. Circulating
nbranes were not then in ufe. He had an immem^
coUeaion of books of all forts. We agreed that
for a reafonable retribution, of which I have noJ
.orgotten the price, I fhould have free accefs to his
library, and take what books I pleafed, which I
was to return when I had read them. I confidcr-
«1 this agreement as a very great advantage; and
I Qenved from it as much benefit as was in mv
power.

My pamphlet falling into the hands of a furgeon,
of the name of Lyons, author of a book entitled
Infalhbility of Human Judgment, was the occa-
iion of a confiderable intimacy between us. He -

cxprefTed great efteem for me, came frequently to
fee me in order to converfe upon metaphyfical fub-
jeas, and introduced me to Dr. Mandeville, author
or the Fable of Bees, who had Inftituted a club at
a tavern in Cheapfide, of which he was the fouh
he was a facetious and very amufmg charaaer!
He alfo introduced me, at Bafton's cofFee-houfe, to
Dr. Pemberton, who promifed to give me an op-
portunity of feeing Sir Ifaac Newton, which I ve-
ry arc^ntly defired; but he never kept his word.

I^ had brought fome curiofities with me from A-
xnerica; the principal of which was a jHirfc made
of" albeftos, which fire only purifies. Sir Hans
Sbene hearing of h, called upon me, and invited
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!
me to his houfe in Bloomfbury fquare, where, af-

I

ter fhowfiig me every thing that was curious, he
i prevailed on me to add this piece to his colledion •

for which he paid me very handfomely.

There lodged in the fame houfe with us a yonno-

woman, a milliner, who had a (hop by the fide of
' the Exchange. Lively and fenfible, and havino-

I

received an education fom^what above her rank,

I

her converfation was very agreeable. Ralph read

I

plays to her every evening. They became inti-

I
mate. She took another lodging, and he follow-

ed her. They lived for fome time together ; bat

Ralph being without employment, flie havin,<r a

child, and the profits of her bufinefs not fulficing

for the maintenance of three, he refolved to quit

London, and try a country fchool. Thia was a
plan in which he thought himfelf hkelv to facceed,

as he wrote a fine hand, and w^as verfed in arith-

metic and accounts. But confidering the office as

beneath him, and expefting fome day to make a

better figure in the world, when he fliould be a-

fliamed of its being known that he had exercifed

a profeffion fo little honourable, he changed his

hame, and did me the honour of affuming mine.
He wrote to me foon after his departure, informing
me that he was fettled at a fmall village in Berk-
fhire. In his letter he recommended Mrs. T***,
the milliner, to my care, and requefled an aafwer,
direCled to Mr. Franklin, fchooiniafter at N***.

He--.^ontinued to v;rite to me frequently, fend-
ing me^'brge fragments of an epic poem he was
compofin,g^.;and which he requeued me to criticife

and.- corre^i I did fo, but not without endeavour-
ing .tor prevail on him to renounce this, purfuit.
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Young had jufl: publlfhed one of his Satires. I

copied and fent him a great part of it ; in which

the author demonftrates the ^olly of cultivating the

Mufes, from the hope, by their inftrumentahty* of

irlfing in the world. It was all to no purpofej paper

after paper of his poem continued to arrive every

poft.

Meanwhile Mrs. T*** having loft, on his ac-

count, both her friends and her bulinefs, was fre-

quently in diftrefs. In this dilemma fhe had re-

courfe to mc ; and to extrcate her from her diffi-

culties, I lent her all the morey I could fpare. I

felt a little too much fondnefs for her. Having at

that time no ties of religion, and taking advantage

of her necefiitous fituation, I attempted liberties

(another error of my life) which (he repelled with

becoming indignation. She informed Ralph of

my conduA ; and the affair occafioned a breach

between us. When he returned to London, he

gave me to underftand that he confidered all the

obligations he owed me as annihilated by this pro-

ceeding ; whence I concluded that I was never to

cxpe<5t the payment of what money I had lent him,"

or advanced on his account. I was the lefs afflict-

ed at this, as he was unable to pay me ; and as, by

lofing his friendfhip, I was relieved at the fame time

from a very heavy burden.

I now began to think of laying by fonle money.

The printing-houfe of Watts, near Lincoln's Inn-'

Fields, being a ftill more confiderable one than

that in which I worked, it was probable I might

fmd it more advantageous to be enaployed there.

I offered myfelf, and was accepted ; and in this

houfe I continued during the remainder of my ilay in'

London.
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On my entrance I worked at firft as a prCiTman,

Conceiving tbrit I Had need of bodily exercife, to

which I had been accndomed in America, where

the printers work alternately as compofitors and at

Hhe prefs. I drank nothing but water. The other

workmen, to the number of about fifty, were great

drinkers of beer. I carried occafionally a large

form of letters in each hand, up and down ftairs,

while the reft employed both hands to carry one.

They were furprifcd to fee, by this and many other

examples, that the Jmerican Aquai'ic^ as they ufed

to call me, was Ih-onger than thofe who drank por-

ter. The beer-boy had fufRcient employriient dur-

ing the whole day in ferving that houfe alone.—

•

My fcUow-preffman drank every day a pint of beer

before breakfaft, a pint with bread and cheefe for

breakfaft, one between breakfaft and dinner, one
at dinner, one again about fix o'clock in the after-

noon, and another after he had finidied his day's
work. This cuftom appeared to me abominable ;

but he had need, faid he, of all this beer, in order
!to acquire ftrength to woi'k.

I endeavoured to convince him that bodily
ftrength furnifticd by the beer, could only be in

proportion to the folid part of the barley diflblvei

in the water of which the beer was compofed ; that
Sihere was a larger portion of ftour in a penny loaf,

and that confequently if he eat this loaf, and drank
a pint of water with it^ he would derive more
ftrength from it than from' a pint of beer. TIks
reafoning, however, did not prevent him from
drinking his' accuftomed quantity of beer, and pay-
ing every Saturday night a fcore of four or fivd

Ihillin^ ..

E 2

gs^a week for this curfed beverage j an, ex-
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pence from which I was wholly exempt. Thu-

do thefe poor devils continue all their lives in a

ftate of voluntary wretchednefs and poverty.

At the end of a few weeks, Watts having occa-

fion for me above (lairs as a compofitor, I quitted

the prefs. The compofitors demanded of me gar-

nifh-money afrefh. This 1 confidered as an impo-

fition, having already paid below. The mafter was

of the fame opinion, and defired me not to comply.

I thus remained two or three weeks out of the fra-

ternity. I was confequently looked upon as ex-

communicated ; and whenever I was abfent, no

little trick that malice could fuggeft was left un-

pra£tifed upon me. I found my letters mixed, my
pages tranfpofedj my matter broken, &c. &c. allj

which was attributed to the fpirit that haunted the

chapel*, and tormented thofe who were not regular-i

ly admitted. I was at lail obliged to fubmit to pay,

notwithftanding the protection of the mafter; cou-j

vinced of the folly of not keeping up a good under-,

(landing with thofe among whom we are deftined toj

live.

After this I lived In the utmoft harmony with

my fellow-labourers, and foon acquired confidcra-

ble influence among them. I propofed fome al~

terations in the laws of the chapel, which I carried

without oppofitlon. My example prevailed with

feveral of them to renounce their abominable prac-

tice of bread and cheefe with beer ; and they pro-

cured, like me, from a neighbouring houfe, a ggod:

bafon of warm gruel, in which was a fmall (lice of

butter, with toailed bread and nutmeg. This was'

a much better breakfaft, which did not coft more

* Prtnthig-houjes in general are thus denom'maled by

the fpirit they call by the name of Ralph.
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than a pint of beer, namely, three-halfpence, and

at the fame time preferving the head clearer. Thofe

who continued to gorge themfelves with beer, of-

ten loll their credit with the publican, from ne-

gleAing to pay their fcore. They had then recourfe

to me, to become fecurity for them ; their light

y

as they ufed to call it, being out, I attended at

the pay-table every Saturday evening, to take up

the little fum which J had made myfelf anfwerable

for ; and which fometimes amounted to nearly thir-

ty Ihilhngs a week.

This circumlVance, added to my reputation of

being a tolerable good gabber, or, in other words,

flcilful in the art of burlefque, kept up my impor-

tance in the chapel. 1 had befides recommended

myfelf to the eftcem of my mailer by my affiduous

appHcation to bufinefs, never obferving Saint Mon-

day. My extraordinary quicknefs in compofmg

always procured me fuch work as was mod urgent,

and which is commonly bell paid ; and thus my
time paffed away in a very pleafant manner.

My lodging in Little Britain being too far from

the printing-houfe, I took another in Duke-ftreet,

oppofite the Roman Chapel. It was at the back

of an Italian warehoufe. The houfe was kept by

a widow, who had a daughter, a fervant, and a (hop

boy ; but the latter flept out of the houfe. After

fending to the people with whom I lodged in Little

Britain, to enquire into my chai after, fne agreed to

take me in at the fame price, three-and-fixpence .a

week; contenting herfelf, (he faid, with fo. little, be-

caufe of the fecurity fhc would derive, as they were

all women, from having a man lodge in the houfe.

She was a woman rather advanced in life, the

ifaughtef of a Clergyman. She had been educated

./ E3
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a Proteftant

; but her hiifband, vvhofe memory flij;.

highly revered, had converted her to the Catholic

religion. She had lived in habits of intimacy with
perfonii of didinclion ; of whom fhe knew various

anecdotes as far back as the time of Charles II. Be-
ing fubjedl to fits of the gout, which often confined

^''^^^^her to her room, fiie was fometimes difpofed to fee

^j!')X^ company. Hers was fo amufing to me, that I was

(j^ glad to pafs the evening with her as often as fhe

-^ defaed it. Our fupper confifted only of half an

<-<;v^ anchovy a-plece, upon a flice of bread and butter,

/ with a half a pint of ale between us. But the enter-

tainment was in her converfation.

The early hours I kept, and the little trouble I

occafioned in the family, made her loath to part

with me ; and when I rpentioned another lodging

I had found, nearer the printing-houfe, at two (hil-

lings a week, which fell in with my plan of faving, i

fhe perfuaded me to give it up, making herfelf an \

abatement of tvyo (hillings : and thus I continued

to lodge with her, during the remainder of my abode
m London, at eighteen-pcnce a week.

In a garret of the houfe there lived, iri the mod
retired manner, a lady feventy years of age, of whom
I received the following account from my landla-

}

dy. She was a Roman Catholic. In her early

years (he had been fent to the continent, and en-

tered a convent with the defign of becoming a

nun ; but the climate not agreeing with' her confti-

tutlon, (he was obliged to return to England, where,

as there were no monafteries, (lie made' a vow to

jiead a monadic life, in as rigid a manner as cir-^

cumilances would permit. She accordingly dif-;;

pefed of all her property to be applied to charitable-

. pfes, referving to heifelf only twelve pounds ^%
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year ; and of this fmall pittance fhe gave a part to

the poor, living on water-gruel, and never making

ufe of fire but to boil it. She had lived in this

garret a great many years, without paying rent to

the fucceflive Catholic inhabitants that had kept

the houfe ; who indeed confidercd her abode with

them as a bleffing. A priefl came every day to

confefs her. I have afl<ed her, faid my landlady,

how, living ?.s fhe did, (he could find fo much em-

ployment for a confefTor ? To which ihe anfwered,

that it was impoflible to avoid vain thoughts.

I was once permitted to vifit her. She was

cheerful and polite, and her converfation agreea-

ble. Her apartment was neat ; but the whole

furniture confiiled of a mattrafs, a table, on which

were a crucifix and a book, a chair, which fhe gave

me to fit on, and over the mantle-piece a picture

of St. Veronica difplaying her handkerchief, on

which was feen the miraculous imprelTion of the

face of Chrifl, which fhe explained to me with great

gravity. Her countenance was pale, but fhe had

never experienced ficknefs ; and I may adduce her

as another proof how little is fufficien: to maintain

life and health.

At the printing-houfe I contrafted an intimacy

with a fenfible young man of the name of Wygate,

who, as his parents were in good circumftances?

had received a better education than is comm.on

witii printers. He was a tolerable Latin fcholar,

fpifee-French fluently, and was fond of reading.—

I taught him, as well as a friend of his, to fwim,

by taking them twice only into the river ; after

which' they flood in need of no farther afiiflance.

We one day made a party to go by water to Chel-

E 4
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fea,^ In order to fee the College, and Don Soltero^s
curiofities. On our return, at the requeft of the
company, vvhofe curiofity Wygate had excited, I
xindreffed myfelf, and leapccrinto the river. I
fxvam from near Chelfea the whole way to Black-
fnars Bridge, exhibiting, during my courfe, a varie-
ty of feats ofaaivlty and addiefs, both upon the
ftirface of the water, as well as under it. This
fight occafioned much aftonifliment and pleafure
to thofe to whom it was new. In my youth I took
great delight In this exerclfe. I knew, and could
execute, all the evolutions and pofitions of The-
venot; and I added to them fome of my own in-
vention, in which I endeavoured to unite orace-
fulnefs and utility. I took a pleafure in difptaying
them all on this occafion, and was highly flattered
with the admiration they excited.

^

Wygate, befides his being dehrous of perfefting
himfelf in this art, was the more attached to me
from there being, in other refpeds, a conformity
In our taftes and ftudles. He at length propofed
to^ me to make the tour of Europe with him, main-
tainmg ourfelves at the fame time by working at
our profeffion. I was on the point of confenting,
when I mentioned it to my friend Denham, widi
whom I was glad to pafs an hour whenever I had
kifure. He dlffuaded me from the projeft, and
advifed me to return to Philadelphia, which he was
about to do himfelf. I muft relate in this place a
trait of this worthy man's charafler.

_He had formerly been in bufmefs at Briftol, but,
faihng, he compounded with his creditors, and de-
parted for America, where, by affiduous appllca-
tlon as a merchant, he acquired In a few years a
very conliderable fortune. Rctuniipg to England
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in the fame vefTel with rayfcif, as I have related

above, he invited all his old creditors to a feail.

When aiTembled, he thanked them for the readinefs

with which they had received his fmall compo/ition ;

and, while they expected nothing more than a fitn-

ple entertainment, each found under his plate, when
it came to be removed, a draft upon a banker for the

refidue of his debt, with intcrefl;.

He told me it was his intention to carry back

with him to Philadelphia a great quantity of goods,

in order to open a ftore ; and he ofl^ered to take

me with him in the capacity of clerk, to keep his

books, in which he would inftruft m.e, copy let-

ters, and fuperintend the ftore. He added, that^

as foon as I had acquired a knowledge of mercan-

tile tranfactions, he would improve my fituation,

[

by fending me with a cargo of corn and Hour to

I

the American iflands, and by procuring- me other

I

lucrative commiffions ; fo that, with good manage-

I

ment and ceconemy, I might in time begin bulinefs

with advantage for myfelf.

I relillied thefe propofals. London began to

tire me ; the agreeable hours I had pafTed at Phi-

ladelphia prefented themfelves to my mind, and I

wiihed to fee them revive. I confequently engag-

ed myfelf to Mr. Denham, at a falary of fifty pounds

a year. This was indeed lefs than I earned as a

compofitor, but then i had a much fairer pro fpeti.

I took leave, therefore, as I believed forever, of

printing, and gave myfelf up entirely to my new-

occupation, fpending all my time either in going

from houfe to ho life with Mr. Denham to purchafe

goods, or in packing them up, or in expediting the

workmen, &c. &c7 When every thing however was

en board, I h?d at laft a kw days leifure.
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During this intetval, I was one day fen t for by

a gentleman, whom I knew only by name. It was

Sir William Wyndham. I went to his houfe. He
had by fome means heard of my performances be-

tween Chelfea and Blackfriars, and that I had

taught the art of fwimming to Wygate and ano-

ther young man in the courfe of a few hours. His

two fons were on the point of fetting out on their

travels ; he was defirous that they (hould previoufly

learn to fwim, and offered me a very liberal reward if

I would undertake to inftruft them. They were not

yet arrived in town, and the ftay I fhould make my-
felf was uncertain ; I could not therefore accept his

propofal. I was led however to fuppofe from this in-

cident, that if I had wiHied to remain in London*

and open a fvyimming-fchool, I fhould perhaps ha*ve

gained a great deal of money. This idea {truck me
fo forcibly, that, had the offer been made fooner, I

fhould have difmiffed the thought of returning as yet

to America. Some years after, you and I had a

more important bufinefs to fettle with one of the fons.

of Sir William Wyndham, then Lord Egremont.

But let us not anticipate events.

I thus pafTed about eighteen months in London,

working almofl without intermifiion at my trade,

avoiding all expence on my own account, except

going now and then to the play, and purchafing a

few books. But my friend Ralph kept me poor.

He owed me about twenty-feven pounds, which

was fo much money loft ; and when confidered as

taken from my little favings, vvas a very great fum.

I had, notwithftanding this, a regard for him, as

he pofTeffed many amiable qualities. But though

I had done nothing for myfelf in point of fortune,

I had increased my flock of knowledge, either by
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the many excellent books I had read, or the con.

verfation of learned and literary perfons with whom
I was acquainted.

We failed from Gravefend the 23d of July 1726-

For the incidents of my voyage I refer yon to my
Journal, where you will find all the circumftances

minutely related. We landed at Philadelphia on

tlie iith of the following October.

Keith had been deprived of his office of gover-

nor, and was fucceeded by Major Gordon. I met

him walking in the ilreets as a private individual.

He appeared a little afliamed at feeing me, but

paffed on without faying any thing.

I Hiould have been equally adiamed myfclf at

rneeting Mifs Read, had not her family, juilly de-

fpairing of my return after reading my letter, advif-

ed her to give me up, and marry a potter, of the

name of Rogers; to which (he confented ; but he

never made her happy, and fhe foon feparated from

him, refufing to cohabit with him, or even bear his

name, on account of a report which prevailed, of

his having another wife. His ilvill in his profef-

fion had feduced Mifs Read's parents ; but he was

as bad a fubjeft as he was excellent as a workman.

He involved himfelf in debt, and fled, in the year

1727 or 1728, to the Well Indies, where he died.

During my abfence Kelmer had taken a more

confiderable honfe, in which he kept a fhop, that

was well fupplled with paper, and various other

articles. He had procured fome new types, and a

number of wo. .men ; among whom, however,

there was not one who was good for any thing ; and

he appeared not to want bulinefs.

Mr. Denham took a warehoufe in Water-ftreet,

where we exhibited our commodities. I applied
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myfelf clofely, ftudied accounts, and became In a

fiiort time very expert in trade. We lodged and

eat together. He was fmcerely attached to me,

and afted towards me as if he had been my father.

On my fide, I refpefted and loved him. My fitu-

ation was happy ; but it w^as a happinefs of no long

duration.

Early in February 1727, when I entered into

my twenty fecond year, we were both taken ill.

I was attacked with a pleurify, which had nearly

carried me off; I fufFered terribly, and confidered

it as all over with me. I felt indeed a fort of dif-

appointment when I found myfelf likely to reco-

ver, and regretted that I had ftill to experience,

fooner or later, the fame difagreeable fcene a=

gain.

I have forgotten what was Mr. Denham's difor-

der ; but it was a tedious one, and he at lafl funk

under it. He left me a fmall legacy in his will,

as a teftimony of his friendfhip ; and I was once

more abandoned to myfelf In the wide world ; the

v/arehoufe being confided to the care of the tefta- :

mentary executor, who difmiffed me.

My brother-in-law, Holmes, who happened to

be- at Philadelphia, advifed me to return to my
former profefiion, and Keimer offered me a very

confiderable falary if I would undertake the ma-

nagement of his printing-office, that he might de-

vote himfelf entirely to the fuperintendance of his

fliOp. His wife and relations In London had given

me a bad chaiader of him ; and I was loath, for

the prefent, to have any concern with him. I en-

deavoured to get employment as a clerk to a mer-

chant ; but not readily finding a fituation, I was
^

induced to accept Keimer's propofal.
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The following were the perfons I found in his

printing-houfe :

Hugh Meredith, a Pcnnfylvanian, about thirty-

five years of age. He had been brought up to

hufbandry, was honeft, fenfible, had fonic experi-

ence, and was fond of reading ; but too much addict-

ed to drinking.

Stephen Potts, a young rudic, jufl broke from

fchool, and of ruftic education, with endowments

rather above the common order, and a competent

portion of underftanding and gaiety ; but a little

idle. Keimer had engaged thefe two at very low

wages, which he had promifed to raife every three

months a {hilling a week, provided their improve-

ment in the typographic art ihould merit it. This

future increafe of wages was the bait he made ufe

of to enfnare them. Meredith was to work at the

prefs, and Potts to bind books, which he had en-

gaged to teach them, though he underftood neither

himfelf.

John Savage, an Irifhman, who had been brought

up to no trade, and whofe fervice, for a period of

four years, Keimer had purchafed of the captain of a

{hip. He was alfo to be a prefTman.

George Webb, an Oxford fcholar, whofe time

he had in like manner bought for four years, inten-

ding him for a compcfitor. I fhall fpeak more of

him prefently.

Ladly, David Harry, a country lad, who was

apprenticed to him.

I foon perceived that Keimer's intention, in' en-

gaging me at a price fo much above what he

was accuftomed to give, was, that I might form

all thefe raw journeymen, and apprentices, who

fcarcely coft him any thing, and who, being iiidea-
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tiired, would as foon as tliey fhould be fLvfficIentlv-

inftruaed, enable him to do without me. I never-
thclefs adhered to my agreement. I put the office
in order, \yhich was in the utmoft confufion, and
brought his people, by degrees, to pay attention
to their work, and to execute it in a more maftcrly
manner.

It was fingular to fee an Oxford fcholar in the
condition of a purchafed fervant. He was not
giore than eighteen years of age ; and the follow-
ing are the particulars he gave me of himfelf.
Born at Gloucefler, he had been educated at a
grammar fchool, and had diftinguifhed himfelf

: among the fcholars by his fuperior Ityle of afting,
when they reprefented dramatic performances.
He was member of a literary club in the town
and fome pieces of his compofition, in profe as well
as in verfe, had been inferted in' the Gloucefter pa-
pers. From hence he was fent to Oxford, where
he remained about a year ; but he was not content-
ed, and wiflicd above all things to fee London, and
become an aftor. At length, having received fif-

teen guineas to pay his quarter's board, he decamp-
ed with the money from Oxford, hid his gown in
a hedge, and travelled to London. There, having
no friend to dired him, he fell into bad company'',
foon fquandered his fifteen guinea?, could find no
way gjf being introduced to the aftors/ became con-
teijiptiible, pawned his clothes, and was in want of
brefd* As he was walking along the ftreets, al-

^
Hioft famiflied with hunger, and not knowing what

-to do, a lecruiting bill was put into his hand, which
offered an immediate treat and bounty-money to

. whoever was difpofed to ferve in America. He
inftaritly repaired to tlie houfe of rerKlezvous, in
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lifted hlmfelf, was put on board a fhip and con-

'

veyed to America, withoat ever writing to inform

his parents what was become of him. His mental

vivacitv, and good natural difpofition, made him an

excellent companion ; but he was indolent, th'ought-

^. Icfs, and to the lad degree imprudent.

John, the Irifhman, foon ran away. I began to

live very agreeably with the reft. They reipefted

me, and the more fo as they found Keimer incapa-

ble of inftruaing them, and as they learned fome-

thing from me every day. We never worked on a-

Saturday, it being Keimer 's fabbath ; fo that I had

two days a week for reading.

I increafed my acquaintance with perfons of

knowledge and information in the town. Keimer .

himfelf treated me with great civility and apparent

efteem ; and I had nothing to give me uncafinefs-

but my debt to Vernon, which I was unable to pay,

my favings as yet being very little. He had the

goodnefs, however, not to aflc me for the money.

Our prefs was frequently in want of the neceffary

quantity of letter; and" there was no fuch trade as

that of letter-founder in America. I had fecn the

praftlce of this art at the houfe of James,' in Lon-

don ; but had at the fame time paid it very little

attention. I however contrived to fabricate a mould.

I made ufc of fuch letters as we had for punches,

founded new letters of lead in mattlces of clay, and

thus fupplied, in a tolerable manaer, the wan.ts t^
were mod prelling.

_

y ^ •"

I alfo, upon occafion, engraved various orna^-^*

ments, made ink, gave an, eye to the (hop ; in Hiort,-

I was In every refpeft the faSotum. But ufeful as;

i made myfelf, I perceived that my fer\ices became^
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every day of lefs importance, in proportion as the

other men improved ; and when Keimer paid me.

ray fecond quarter's wages, he gave me to under-

iland that they were too heavy, and that he thought

I ought to make an abatement. He became by

degrees lefs civil, and affumed more the tone of

mafter. He frequently found fault, was difficult to

pleafe, and feemed always on the point of coming

to an open quarrel with me.

I continued, however, to bear it patiently, con-

ceiving that his ill-humour was partly occafioned

by the derangement and embarralTment of his af-

fairs. At lad: a flight incident broke our connec-

tion. Hearing a noife in the neighbourhood, I put

my head out of the window to fee what was the

matter. Keimer being in the ftreet, obferved me,

and in a loud and angry tone told me to mind mj*-

work ; adding fome reproachful words, which pi-

qued me the more as they were uttered in the

ilreet ; and the neighbours, whom the fame

noife had attradled to the windows, were witneff-

es -oil^he manner in whicJh I was treated. He
miiiifmiSLtply came up to the printing-room, and

continued to exclaim againil me. The quarrel

became warm on both fidesj and he gave me no-

tice to quit him at the expiration of three months,

as had been agreed between us ; regretting that

he was obliged t^HJ^ve me fo long a term. I told

him that his regret was fuperfiuous, as I was ready

to quit him inftantly ; and I took my hat and^^

came out of the houfe, begging Meredith to take

care of fome things which I left, and bring theiia to

my lodgings.

Meredith came to me in the evening. We talk-

ed for fome time upon the quarrel that h«id taken
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plnce. He had conceived a great veneration for

hie, and was ibrry I (liould quit the houfe while he

remained in it. He dilluaded me from returning

to my native country, as I began to think of doings

He reminded me that Keimer owed more than he

polTefTed ; that his creditors began to be alarmed
;

that he kept his lliop in a wretched ftate, often

felling things at prime coil for the fake of ready

money, and continually giving credit without keep-

ing any accounts ; that of confequence he mull

very foon fail, which would cccahon a vacancy

from which I might derive advantage. I objefted

my want of money. Upon v/Iiich he informed me
that his father had a very high opinion of me,

and, from a converfatlon that had paffed between

them, he was fure that he would advance whatever

might be neceffary to eftahlifh us, if I was willincr

to enter into partnerfliip with him. " My time

with Keimer," added he, '' will be at an end next

fpring. In the mean time we may fend to Lon-
don for our prefs and types. I know that I am
no workman ; but if you agree to the propofal,

your fliill in the bufinefs will be balanced by the

capital I will furnifh, and v/e will (liare the profits

equally." His propofal was reafcnable, and- I feU

in with it. His father, who was then in the t-^wii^'

approved of it. He knew that I had fome afcen^

dency over his fon, as I had been able- to prevail

on him to abllain a long time from'' drinking bran-

dy ; and he hoped that, when more clofely con-

i-ii^cted with him, I ihould cure him entirely of this

i

unfortunate habit.

! I gave the father a lill: of what it would be ne-

i ceffary to import from London. " He took it to a

merchant, and the order was given. We agreed

F
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to keep the fccret till the arrival of the materials,'

and I was in the mean time to procure work, if pof->

fible, in another printing-houfe ; but there was no

place vacant, and I remained idle. After fome daysj

Keimer having the expeftation of being employed

to print fome New-Jerfey money-bills, that would

require types and engravings which I only could

furnifh, and fearful that Bradford, by engaging me,

might deprive him of the undertaking, fent me a

very civil meffage, telling me that old friends ought

not to be difunited on account of a few words,

which were the effeft only of a momentary paiTion,

and inviting me to return to him. Meredith per--

fua<led me to comply with the invitation, particu-

larly as it would sifford him more opportunities of

improving himfelf in the bufmefs by means of my
inflru-ftions. I did fo, and we lived upon better

terms than before our feparation.

He obtained the New-Jerfey bufmefs ; and, in-

order to execute it, I conftru6led a copper-plate

pvinting-prefs ; the firft that had been feen in the

country. I engraved various ornaments and vig-

nettes for the bills ; and we repaired to Burlington-

together, where I executed the whole to the gene-,,

ral fatisfrftion ; and he received a fum of money

for this work, which enabled him to keep his head

above ?^ater for a confiderable time longer.

At Burlington I formed acquaintance with the

principal perfonages of the province ; many of

whom were commiffioned by the aflembly to fu-

perintend the prefs, and to fee that no more billsv

were printed than the law had prefcribed. ^^'i
cordingly they were conftantly with us, each In hib

;

turn ; and he that came commonly brought with

him a friend or two to be?.v hini company. My
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ilnnd was more cultkated by reading than Kei-

mer's ; and it was for this reafon, probably, that

they fet more value on my converfation. They

took me to their houfes, introduced me to their

friends and treated me with the greateft civility ;

while Keiiner though mailer, faw himfelf a little

neglefted. He was, in faft, a drange animal, ig-

norant of the common modes of life, apt to oppofe

with rudeneis generally received opinions, an enthu-

liaft in certain points of religion, difguftingly unclean

in his perfon, and a little knavlfh withal.

We remained there nearly three months ;
• and

at the expiration of this period I could include in

the iiil of my friends, Judge Allen, Samuel Buf-

til, fecretary of the province, Ifaac Pearfon, Jofeph

Cooper, feveral of the Smiths, all members of the

afiembly, and Ifaac Deacon, tnfpeftor general.

The lall was a flirewd and fubtle old man. He
told me, that, when a boy, his firft employment

had been that of carrying clay to brick-makers ;,

that he did not learn to write till he was fomev/hat

advanced in life ; that he was afterwards employ-

ed as an underling to a furveyor, who taught him
his trade, and that by induftry he had at lalh

acquired a competent fortune, *' I forefee," faid he

one day to me, *' that you will foon fupplant thi»

<;5.man" fpeaking of Keimer, "and get a fortune in

the bufmefs at Philadelphia." He was totally ig-

norant at the time of my intention of eftablifhing

myfelf there, or any where elfe. Thefe friends

were very ferviceable to me in the end, as was I

alfo, upon occafion, to fome of them ; and they have

continued ever fince their efleem for me.

Before I relate the particulars of my entrance

into bufinefs, it may be proper to inform vou what

F 2
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was at that time the ftate of my mind as to moral

principles, that you may fee the degree of influence

they had upon the fubfequent events of my life.

My parents had given me betimes religious im-

preflions ; and I received from my infancy a piousll

education in the principles of Calvinifm. But
fcarcely was I arrived at fifteen yeats of age, when,

after having doubted in turn of different tenets,

according as I found them combated in the differ-

ent books that I read, I began to doubt of revela-

tion itfelf. Some volumes agalnfl: deilm fell into

my hands. They were faid to be the fubllance

of fermons preached at Boyle's Letfture. It hap-

pened that they produced on me an efFed precife-

ly the reverfe of what was intended by the writers

;

for the arguments of the deifts, which were cited

in order to be refuted, appeared to me much more

forcible than the refutation itfelf. In a word, I

foon became a pcrfedl deift. My arguments per.

verted fome other young perfons ; particularly

Collins and Ralph. But in the fequel, when I

recollected that they had both ufed me extremely

ill, without the fmallell remorfe ; when I confi-

dered the behaviour of Keith, another freethinker,

and my own conduft towards Vernon' and Mifs

Read, which at times gave me much uneafmefs, I

was led to fufpeft that this do^lrine, though it

might be true, was not very ufeful. I began to

entertain a lefs favourable opinion of my London
pamphlet, to which I had prefixed, as a motto, the

following lines of Dryden
;

Whatever is, is right ; tho* purblind man
Sees but part of the chain, the ncareft link,

His eyes not carrying to the equal beam
That poifes all above.
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lind of which the obje£l was to prove, from the

attributes of God, his goodnefs, wifdom, and

power that there could be no fuch thing as

evil in the world ; that vice and virtue did

not in reality exift, and were nothing more

than vain diftinftions. I no longer regard-

ed it as fo blamelefs a work as I had formerly ima-

gined ; and I fufpefted that fome error muil have

imperceptibly have glided into my argument, by

all the infeiences I had drawn from it had been af-

fefted, as it frequently happens in metaphyseal rea-

fonings. In a woid, I was at laft convinced that

truth, probity and fmcerity, In tranfaftions be-

tween man and man were of the utmoll importance

to the happinefs of life ; and I refolyed from that

moment, and wrote the refolution in my journal,

to pradife them as long as I lived.

Revelation indeed, as fuch, had no influence on

my mind ; but I was of opinion that, though cer-

tain actions could not be bad merely becaufe reve-

lation prohibited them, or good becaufe it enjoin-

ed them, yet it was probable that thofe anions were

prohibited becaufe they were bad for us, or enjoin-

ed becaufe advantageous in their nature, all things

confidered. This perfuafion, divine providence,

or fome guardian angel, and perhaps a concurrence

of favourable circumftances co-operating, preferv-

ed me from all Immorality, or grofs and 'vohntary

injuftlce, to which my want of religion was- calcu-

lated to expofe me. In the dangerous period of

youth, and In the hazardous fituatlons in which

I fomctlmes found myfelf, among ftrangers, and at

a diftance from the eye and admonitions of my fa-

ther. I may fay iwluntary^ becaufe the errors In-

to which I had fallen, had been in a manner the

F3
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forced refult dther of my own inexperience, or the
difhonefty of others. Thus, before I entered on
my new career. I had imbibed foh'd principles, and
a charafter of probity. I knew their value ; and
I made a folemn engagement with myfclf never to
depart from them.

I had not long returned from Burlington before
our printing materials arrived from London. I
fettled my accounts with Keimer, and quitted him,
\vith his own confent, before he had any know-
ledge of our plan. We found a houfe to let near
the market. We took it; and to render the rent
ids burthenfome (it was then twenty-four pounds
a year, but I have fince known it let for feventy

)
xve admitted Thomas Godfrey, a glazier, with his
iamily, who eafed us of a confiderabic part of it;
and with him we agreed to board.

We had no fooner unpacked our letter, and put
our prefs in order, than a perfon of my acquaint-
ance, George Houfe, brought us a countryman,
whom he had met in the Iheets enquiring for a
printer. Our money was almoft exhaufted by the
number of things we had been obliged to procure.
Tlie hve (hillings we received from this country,
man, the firft fruit of our earnings, coming fo fea-
fonably, gave me more pleafure than any fum I
have fince gained; and the recoUedion of the
gratitude I felt on this occafion to George Houfe,
has rendered me often more difpofed, than perhaps
I flio'jld otherwife have been, to encourage youn^
beginners in trade.

Tiicre are in every country morofe beings, who
are always prognofticating ruin. There was one
of this ftamp in Philadelphia. He , was a man of
-tune, declined in years, had an air of wifdom, .

foi
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and a vevy grave manner of fpeaking. His name

was Samuel Mickle. I knew him not ;
but he

ftopped one day at my door, and afeed me if I was

the youn.. man who had lately opened a n.w pnnt-

ing-loufef Upon my anfwering in the af&rmat.ve,

he faid that he was very forty for me, as it was an

r „n,lprtakin<T ; and the money that had

^m :;ft^upo:irwould be loa. Philadelphia

b „g a place falling into decay ;
-ts .n^-abnants

having all, or nearly all of them, been obhged to

calTtLther their creditors. That he knew, from

'undoubted faa, the circumftances wh.ch m.ght

ead usto fuppofe the contrary, fuch as new bu.ld-

ngs, and the^'advanced price of rent, to e ecat-

ful appearances, which in reahty contributed to haf.

ten the General ruin ; and he gave me fo long a de-

taU of misfortunes, actually exifting, or which were

foon to take place, that he left me aW in aft te

of defpair. Had I known this man.before 1 ente.eJ

io trad, I (honlddoubtlefs never have ventured.

He howe er continued to live In this P'-e °f de-

7"
and to declaim in the fame (lyle, refufmg for

nrrr:^-.L^i-tsq
E^rimarheTxr^^

'Vrgttttve related, that, during the autumn,

nf the precedin.. year, I had united the majority

: ve/inf rmed perfons of my acquaintance into

a ell, which we called by the name of the >« .,

and the object of which was to improve our un-

derftandiugs! We- -e;y|riday evenmg.
^
The

-5:t\ifu;:Vo-^
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fome point of .^.-ality, FoIItlcs, or phlhhfhy,
.hxch wee to te difcuffed by the fodety ; anito read, o.ce .n three month., an effay of hi; ov.„
compoht,on, on whatever iubjea he pleafed. Our
.rebates were under the diredlon of a prefident,
.no were to be dfdated cniy by a i5„eere defireo t, ch; tne p!e,fnre of difputin-,, and the vani-
t) oi tnumpi, havmg no fta^e i„ the bufinefs
.T.d ,„ order to prevent undue warmth, every ex-premon wlueh i.nph-ed ob-linate adherence L an

ted, under fmall pecuniary penalties.
The firfl members of our dub were TorenhBremtna^ vvhofe occupation was that of ff'Svener He was a middle-aged man, of a c-ood

«atu^d,fpofitio„,aro„g,y attached t'o his friends!
great over of poetry, reading every thine thatca:.e .„ h,s way, and writing t°olerab^ weii ingen.ous ,n many little trifles, \nd of an a.reiab

converfation. "o '"">'«

Thomas Godfrey, a feilful, though felf-tauirht«.a hemaucan, and who was afterwards t fV ntor of what now goes by the name of Hadlev's
a<^;buthehadhttletnowiedgeoutofhiso;„
l.ne, and was infupportable in company, always

that h.ve fallen m my way, an unufual precifion

.V "o7 r^ l"^ J'
^''^- ^-''-^'iy contradia.

o?',.?'
"''''"? *""'"S diilinaions; a fu re way;f,r..'"^-'^'"S

tn-fling diilinaions/a fure wa,:

nfteavardsfurveyor-general. He was fond of bcoJ .

and wrote verfes.
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William Parfons, brought up to the trade of a

^oe-maker, but who, having a tafte for reading,

had' acquired a profound knov; ledge of mathematics.

He firli iludied them with a view to aicrology, and

was afterwards the firft to laugh at his folly. Ke

alfo became furveyor-general.

WlUiam Mawgrldge, a joiner, and very excellent

mechanic ; and in other refpeas a man cf loUd un-

derilanding.

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and George

Webb, of whom I have already fpoken.

. Robert Grace, a young man of fortune ;
gene=

rous, animated, and witty ; fond of epigrams, but

more fond of his friends.

And laftly, WilHam Coleman, at that time a

i
merchant's clerk, and nearly of my own age. He

! had a cooler and clearer head, a better heart, ana

^ more fcrupulous morals, than almoil any otlier

perfon I have ever met with. He became a very

refpeaable merchant, and one of our provincial

judges. Oar friendlhip iubfifted, without inter-

ruption, for more than forty years, till the period

of his death ; and the club continued to exiil almofi:

as long. _ , , ., r

This was the beft fchool of politics ana pnilo.o-

phy that then exifted in the province; for our

queftlons, which were read a week previous to

their difcuffion, induced us to perufe attentively

fuch books as were written upon the fubjeds pro-

pofed, that we might be able to fpeak upon them

more pertinently. We thus acquired the habit

-of convcrfmg more agreeably; every objed being

difcufied conformably to our regulations, and m

a manner to prevent mutual difgaft. To this cir^

cnmilance may be attributed the long duration o^
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the club; which I fhall have frequent occafion tq
mention as I proceed.

I have introduced it here, as being one of the
means on which I had to count for fuccefs in my
bufinefs; every member exerting himfelf to pro-
cure work for us. Breintnal, among others, ob-
tained for us, on the part of the Quakers, the print-
ing of forty fheets of their hiftory ; of which the
reft was to be done by Keimer. Our execution
of this work was by no means mafterly ; as the
price was very low. It was in folio, upon pro pa-
tiia paper, and in the /»/V« letter, with heavy notes
in the fmalleft type. I compofed a (heet'a day,
and Mep-edith put it to the prefs. It was frequent-

ly eleven o'clock at night fometimes later, before

I had finiPiied my diilribution for the next day's
taflc

; for the little things which our friends occa-
fionally feiit us, kept us back in this work : but I

was fo determined to compofe a fheet a day, that
one evening, when my form was impofed, and
my day's work, as I thought, at an end, an acci-

dent having broken this form, and deranged two
complete folio pages, I immediately diftributed,

and compofed them anew before I went to bed.

This unwearied induftry, which was perceived

by our neighbours, began to acquire us reputation

and credit. I learned, among other things, that
our new printing-houfe being the fubjeft of con-
verfation at a club of merchants, who met every

evening, it was the general opinion that it would
fad

; there being already two printing-houfes in

the town, Keimer's and Bradford's. But Dr. Bard,
whom you and I had occafion to fee, many years
after, at his native town of St. Andrew's in Scot-
land was of a different opinion. ** The induflry
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of this Franklin (faid he) is fuperlor to any thing

of the kind I have ever vvitneffed. I fee him UiU

at work when I return from the dub at night, and

he Is at it again in the morning before his neigh-

-bonrs are out of bed." This account ibuck the

reft of the affemblv, and fnortly after one of its

members came to our houfe, and offered to fupplj

us with articles of Uatlonary ; but we wiHied not

as yet to embarrafs ourfelves with keeping a Hiop.

It is not for the fake of applaufe that I enter fo free-

ly into the particulars of my induftry, but that

fuch of my defcendants as Ihall read thefe memoirs

may know the ufe of this virtue, by feeing in the

recital of my life the eflfeas it operated in my fa-

vour

George Webb, having found a friend who lent

him the^'neceifary fum to buy out his time of Kei-

m^r, came one day to offer himfelf to us as a jour,

ncvman. We could not employ him immediately ;

buV I foollfnly told him, under the rofe, that I in-

tended ftiortly to publifh a new periodical paper,

and that we Ihould then have work for him. My

hopes of fuccefs, which I imparted to him, were

founded on the circumllance, that the only paper

we had in Philadelphia at that time, and which

Brandford printed, was a paltry thing, miferably

conducted, in no refped amufing, and which yet

was profitable. I confequently fuppofed that a good

w^ork of this kind could not fall of fuccefs. Webb

betrayed my fecret to Keimer, who, to prevent me,

Immediately publKhed the profpedi'.s ^^ ^ P^P^^J^'u

he intended to inRitute himfelf, and m which Webb

was to be engaged.
. ^

I was exafperated at this proceeding, and, witn

a view to counteraa them, not being able at prefent
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to inftftute my own paper, I wrote fome humourous
^pieces in Bradford's, under the title of the Bufy
Body*

;
and which was continued for feveral months

by Breintnal. I hereby fixed the attention of tl.e
pubhc upon Bradford's paper ; and X\^^ profpeBus of
ivcimer, which we turned into ridicule, was treated
with contempt. He began, notvvithrtanding, his
paper; and after continuing it for nine months,
having at moft not more than ninety fubfc.ibers, he
offered It mefor amere trifle. I had for fome time been
ready for fuca an engagement ; I therefore inftantly
took It upon myfelf, and fn a few years it proved
extremely profitable to me.

1 perceive that I am apt to fpeak in the firft per-
fon thouga our partnerrtiip ftiH continued. It is
perhaps, becaufc, in fad, the whole bufinefs devolved
upon me. Meredith was no compofitor, and but
an induTerent preffman

; and it was rarely that
.^e aaitained from hard drinking. My friends were
lorry to fee me conneaed with him ; but I con-
trived to derive from it the utmoft advantage the
Q^it admitted.

Our firft number produced no other effeft than
any other paper which had appeared in the pro-
yince, as to type and printing; bat fome remarks,m my peculiar ftyle of writing, upon the difputc
wn.ch then prevailed between governor Burnet
and the Maffachufett afi-embly, ftruck fome perfons
as above mediocrity, caufed the paper and its edi-
tors to be talked of, and in a h^ weeks induced
them to become our fubfcribers. Many others fol-

* yi manufcnpt note In thefk of the American Mer^
cury. preferred tn the Philadelphia library, fays, thafFraMn n^^rote the fr/l Ji^oe numbers, andpart of the
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lowed their example ; and our fubfcrlption contl-

;nued to increafe. This was one of the hrft good

lefFeas of the pains I had taken to learn to put my

I ideas on paper. I derived this farther advantage

from It, that the leading men of the place, feeing

in the author of this publication a man fo well abie

; to ufe his pen, thought it right to patronife and en-

courage me.

The votes, laws, and other public pieces, were

printed by Bradford. An addrefs of the houfe of

affembly to the governor had been executed by

him In a very coarfe and incorrea manner. We

reprinted It with accuracy and neatnefs, and fent

a copy to every member. They perceived the dif-

ference ; and It fo ftrengthened the influence of

our friends In the affembly, that we were nominated

its printer for the following year.

Among thefe friends I ought not to forget one

member In particular, Mr. Hamilton, whom I have

mentioned In a former part of my narrative, and

who was now returned from England. He warm-

ly Intereiled himfelf for me on this occafion, as he

did llkewlfe on many others afterwards ;
having

continued his kindnefs to me till his death.

About this period Mr. Vernon reminded me o.

the debt I owed him, but without preffing me for

payment. I wrote him a handfome letter on the

occafion, begging him to wait a little longer to

which he confented; and as foon as I was able I

paid him, principal and Intereft, with many expref-

fions of gratitude ; fo that this error of my hte was

in a manner atoned for.
,

But another trouble now happened to me, w^.ch

I had not the fmalleft reafon to expeft. Mere^-

dith's father, who, according to our agreement.
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was to defray the whole expence of our prfittino-
matenals, had only paid a hundred pounds. Ant
other hundred was (llll- due, and the merchant be-
ing tired of waiting, commenced a fuit againft us.We bailed the aaion, but with the melancholy
profpea, that, if the money was not forthcoming
at the time fixed, the affair would come to iffue,
judgment be put in execution, our delip-htful hopes
be annihilated, and ourfelves entirely ruined ; as the
types and prefs muft be fold, perhaiDS at half their va-
lue, to pay the debt.

In this diftrefs, two real friends, whofe generous
conauct I have never forgotten, and never ihall
lorget while I retain the remembrance of any thino-,
canie to me fepar?itely, without the knowledge of
each other, and without my having applied to them.
Each offered me whatever fum might be neceffary
to^ take the bafinefs into my own hands, if the-
thing was praaicable, as they did not like I Ihould
continue in partnerfnip with Meredith, who, they
faid, was frequently feen drunk in the ftreets, and
gambling at ale-houfes, which very much injured
our credit. Thefe friends were William Coleman
and Robert Grace. I told them that while there
remained any probability that the Merediths would
fumi their part of the compaa^ I could not pro-
pofe a feparation; as I conceived myfelf to be un-
dcr obligations to them for what they had done
already, and were ftill difpofed to do if they had
the^ power: but in the end fhould they fail m
their engagement, and our partnerfhip be diffolv-
ed, I^ fhould then think myfelf at liberty to accept
the kindnefs of my friends.

Things remained for fome time in this ftate.
At laft I faid one day to my partner, « Your father
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}s*perhap3 dlffatlsfied with your having a (hare only

in the bulinefs, and Is unwilling to do for two,

what he would do for you alone. Tell me frankly

if that be the cafe, and I will refign the whole

to you, and do for myfelf as well as I can."—" No

(faid he) my father has really been dlfappointed

in his hopes; he Is not able to pay, and I wiQi to

put him to no further Inconvenience. I fee that

I am not at all calculated for a printer ;
I^ was edu-

cated as a farmer, and it was abfurd In me to

come here, at thirty years of age, and bind myfelf

apprentice to a new trade. Many of my country-

men are going to fettle In North Carolina, where

the foil Is exceedingly favourable. I am tempted

to go with them, and to refume my former occu-

pation. You will doubtlefs find fi'lcnds who vvdl

affift you. If you will take upon yourfelf the debts

of the partnerfhip, return my father the hundred

pounds he has advanced, pay my little perfonal

debts, and give me thirty pounds and a new faddle,

I will renounce the partnerfhip, and confign over

the whole Hock to you."

I accepted this propofal without hefitation. It

was committed to paper, and llgned and fealed

without delay. I gave him what he demanded

and he departed foon afcer for Carolina, from whence

he fentme, in the following year, two long letters,

containing the bed accounts that had yet been given

of that country, as to cUmate, foil, agriculture. Sec

for he was well vcrfed In thefe matters. I pubhfhed

them In my newfpaper, and they were received wita

great fatlsfaAIon.

As foon as he was gone I applied to my two

friends, and not wiihlng to give a difobligmg pre-

ference to either of them, I accepted from each
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half what he had offered me, and which k vva,.

necelTary I ihouid have. I paid the partnerflilp
debts, and continued the bufinefs oh my 'own ac-
•count; taking care to inform the puMIc, by ad^
vertlfement, of the partnerfhip being difiblved.
This was, I think, in the year 1729, or therea-
bout.

Nearly at the fame period the people demanded
a new enniffion of paper money : the exifting and
only one that had taken place in the province'^ and
which amounted to fifteen thoufand pound, be^
ing foon to expire. The wealthy inhabitants,
prejudiced againft every fort of paper currency'
from the fear of its depreciation, of which there
had been an in (lance in the province of New .En-
gland, to the injury of its holders, ftrongly oppo^
fed the meafure. We had dlfcuffed this affair in
our junto, In which I was on the fide of the new
emifiion; convinced that the firft fmall fum, fabri-
cated jn 'X7 23, had done much good in the pro-
vince, by favouring commerce, induftry and popu-
lation, fince all the houfes were now inhabited,
and many others bulding ; whereas I remembered
to .have feen, when firft I paraded the llreets of
Philadelphia eating my roll, the majority of thofe
in^Walnut-ftreet, Second-ftreet, Fourth-ftreet, as
well as a great number in Chefnut and other
llreets, with papers on them fignifying that they
were to be ; let which made me think at the time
that the inhabitants of the town were deferting It

-one after another.

^
Our debates made me fo fully mafter of the fub-

jeft, that I wrote and publlfhed an anonymous
pamphlet, entitled An Enquiry Into the Nature
and Neceffity of a Paper Currency. It was verv
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well received by the lower and middling clafs of

people; but it difpleafcd the opulent, as it increaf-

ed the clamour in favour of the new emiffion.—

-

Having, however, no writer among them capable

of anfwering it, their oppofition became lefs vio-

lent ; and their being in the houfe of affembly a

majority for the meafure, it paffed. The friends I

had acquired in the houfe, perfuaded that I had

done the country effential fervice on this occafion,

rewarded me by giving me the printing of the

bills. It was a lucrative employment, and proved

a very feafonable help to me ; another advantage

which I derived from having habituated myfelf to

write.

Time and experience fo fully denionftrated the

utility of paper currency, that it never after expe-

rienced any confiderable oppofition ; fo that it foon

amounted to 55,0001. and in the year 1739 to

8o,oool. It has fmce rlfen, during the lad war,

to 350,000!. trade, buildings and population ha=.

ving in the interval continually increafed : but I

am now convinced that there are limits beyond

which paper money would be prejudicial.

I foon after obtained, by the influence of my
friend Hamilton, the printing of the Newcaftle

paper money, another profitable work, as I then

thought it, little things appearing great to perfons

of moderate fortune ; and they were really great

to me, as proving great encouragements. He alfo

p.rocured me the printing of the laws and votes of

that government which I retained as long as I coh-

tinned in the bufmcfs.

I now opened a fmall ftationer's (hop. I kept

bonds and agreements of all kinds, drawn up in a

more accurate form than had yet been feen in that

G '
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part of the world ; a work in which I was aflifted

by my friend Brientnal. I had alfo paper, parch-
ment, pafteboard, books, &c. One Whitemafh,
an excellent compofitor, whom I had known in

London, came to offer himfelf. I engaged him,
9nd he continued conftaudy and diligently to work
with me. I alfo took an apprentice, the fon of
Aquila Rofe.

I began to pay, by degrees, the debt I had
contrafted

; and in order to infure my credit and
character as a tradefman, I took care not only to
be really induflrious and frugal, but alfo to avoid
every appearance of the contrary. I was plainly
dreiftd, and never feen in . any place of public
araufement. I never went a fifhing or hunting

:

A book indeed enticed me fometimes from my
work, but it was feldom, by ftealth, and occafion-
ed no fcandal; and to fhow that I did not think
myfelf above my profefTion,' I conveyed home
fometimes in a wheelbarrow the paper I purcha-
fed at the warehoufes.

I thus obtained the reputation of being an in-
duflrious young man, and very pundual in his
payments. The merchants who imported articles
of ftationary follcited my cuftom ; others offered to
furnifh me with books, and my little trade went on
profperoufly.

^

Meanwhile the credit and bufinefs of Keimer '

diminifhed every day, he was at laft forced to fell 1
his flock to fatisfy his creditors ; and he betook
himfelf to Barbadoes, where he lived for fome
time in a very impoverifhed ftate. His appren-
tice, David Harry, whom I had inflruded while
I worked with Keimer, having bought his mate-
r-iikf fucceeded him in- the biifinc^fs. I was aoDre-
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hfnfive, at firft, of finding in Harry a powerful

competitor, as he was allied to an opulent and

refpedable family; I therefore propofed a partner-

ihip, which, happily for me, he rejeded, with dtf-

dain. He was extremely proud, thought himfelf

a fine gentleman, lived extravagantly, and purfu-

ed amufcments which fuffcred him to be fcarccly

lever at home ; of confequence he became in debt,

!iiecrle(aed his bufinefs, and bufinefs negleded

I
him. Finding in a fhort time nothing to do in

ithe country, he followed Keimcr to Barbadoes,

carrying his printing materials with him. There

ijthe apprentice employed his old mafter as a jour-

neyman. They were continually quarrelling; and

Harry ftill getting in debt, was obliged at lafl:

to fell his prefs and types, and return to his old

occupation of hufbandry in Pennfylvania. The

perfon who purchafed them employed Keimer to

manage the bufinefs; but he died a few years after.

I had now at Philadelphia no competitor but

Bradford, who, being in eafy circumftances, did

not engage in the printing of books, except now

and then as workmen chanced to offer themfelves

;

and was not anxious to extend his trade. He had,

however, one advantage over me, as he had the

direftion of the poll-office, and was of confequence

i fuppofed to have better opportunities of obtaining

news. His paper was alfo fuppofed to be more

advantageous to advertifing cuftomers ; and in

; confequence of that fuppofition, his advertifements

i were much more numerous than mine : this was

a fource of great profit to him, and difadvantage-

: ous to me. It was to no purpofe that I really pro-

' cured other papers, and diftributed my own, by

G z
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means of the poll ; the public took for granted my
inablh'ty in this rcfped ; and I was indeed unable

to conquer it in any other mode than by bribing

the pod-boys, who ferved me only by Health, Brad-

ford being fo illiberal as to forbid them.—This
treatment of his excited my refentmcnt ; and my
difguft was fo rooted, that, when I afterwards

fucceeded him in the poft-office, I took care to

avoid copying his example.

I had hitherto continued to board with Godfrey^
,

who, with his wife and children, occupied part of

my houfe, and half of the (hop for his bufinefs ;

at which indeed he worked very little, being al-

ways abforbed by mathematics. Mrs. Godfrey
formed a wifh of marrying me to the daughter of

one of her relations. She contrived various op-

portunities of bringing us together, till flie faw

that I was captivated ; which was not difficult,

the lady in queftron poffefling great perfonal me-
rit. The parents encouraged my addreffes, by in-

viting me continually to fupper, and leaving us

together, till at lall it was time to come to an'

explanation. Mrs. Godfrey undertook to negociate

our little treaty. I gave her to underftand, that?

I expected to receive with the young lady a fum
of money that would enable me at leaft to dif-

charge the remainder of my debt for my printing

materials. It was then, I believe, not more than

a hundred pounds. She brought me for anfwer^

that they had no fuch fum at their difpofal. I

obferved that it might eafily be obtained, by a

mortgage on their houfe. The reply of this was,

after a £ew days interval, that they did not ap-

prove of the match ; that they had confulted

Bradford, and found that the bufinefs of a printer
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was not lucrative ; that my letters would foon be

worn out, and muft be fiipplied by new ones ; that

Keimer and Harry had failed, and that, probably,

I (hould do fo too. Accordingly they forbade me

the houfe, and the young lady was confined. I

know not if they had really changed their minds,

or if it was merely an artifice, fuppofing our af-

fedions to be too far engaged for us to defiil, and

that we fhould contrive to marry fecretly, which

would leave them at liberty to give or not as they

pleafed. But, fufpefting this motive, I never went

again to their houfe.

Some time after Mrs. Godfrey informed me that

Jthey were favourably difpofed towards me, and

vvifhed me to renew the acquaintance; but I de-

clared a firm refolution never to have any thing

more to do with the family. The Godfreys ex-

preffed fome refentment at this; and as we could

no longer agree, they changed their refidence.,

leaving me in poffeffion of the whole houfe. I,, .

then refolved to take no more" lodgers. This af-

fair having turned my thoughts to marriage, I

looked around mc, and made overtures of .alliance

in other quarters ; but I foon found that the pro-

fefiion of a printer being generally looked upon as

a poor trade, I could expeft no money with a

wife, at leaft if I wiftied her to pofTefs any other

charm. Meanwhile, that paffion of youth, fo

difficult to govern, had often drawn me into in-

trigues with defpicable women who fell in my
way ; which were not unaccompanied with ex-

pence and inconvenience, befides the perpetual

rifk of injuring my health, and catching a difeafc

which I dreaded above all things. But I was for-

tunate enough to efcape this danger.

^ 3
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As a neighbour and old acquaintance, I kept up

a friendly intimacy with the fahlily of Mifs Read,
Her parents had retained an afFeftion for me from
the time of my lodging in their houfe. I was of-

ten invited thither; they confulted me about their

affairs, and I had been fometimes ferviceable to

them. I was touched with the unhappy fituation-

of their daughter, who was almoft always melan-

choly, and continually feeking- folitude. I regard-

ed my forgetfulnefs and inconftancy, during my
abode in London, as the principal caufe of her

misfortune ; though her mother had the candour
to attribute the fault to herfelf, rather than to me,
becaufe, after having prevented our maniage pre-"

viousto my departure, ftie had induced her to marry
another in my abfence.

Our mutual affeftion revived ; but there exift-

,ed great obftacles to our union. Her marriage war
confidered, indeed, as not being valid, the man
having, it was faid, a former wife ftill living ia-

England; but of this it was difficult to obtain a
proof at fo great a diftance ; and though a report

prevailed of his being dead, yet we had no cer-

tainty of it ; and fuppofing it to be true, he had
left many debts, for the payment of which his fuc-

ceiTor might be fued. We ventured neverthe-

lefs, in fpite of all thefe difficulties, and I married

her on the firft of September 1730. None of the

inconveniences vre had feared happened to us.—
She proved to me a good and faithful companion,'

and contributed effentially to the fuccefs of my
fhop. We profpered together, and it was..- our

mutual ftudy to render each otherhappyi Thus
I corrected, as well as I could, this great error of

my youth.

i
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*Our club was not at that time eftabllfhed at a

tavern. We held our meetings at the houfe of

Mr. Grace, who appropriated a room to the pur-

pofe. Some members obferved one day, that as our.

books were frequently quoted in the courfe of our

difcuffions, it. would' be convenient to have them

colleaed in the room in which we affembled, in

order to be confulted upon occafion ;
and^ that,

by thus forming a common library of our indivi-

dual colleftions, each would have the advantage

of u^ing the books of all the other members, which

would nearly be the fame as if he poffeifed them

all himfelf. The idea was approved, and we ac-

cordingly brought fuch books as we thought we

could fpare, which were placed at the end of the

club-room. They amounted not to fo many as we

expeaed ; and though we made confiderabie ufe of

them, yet fome inconveniences refulting, from want

of care, it was agreed, after about a year, to deRroy

the colleaion ; and each took away fuch books as

belonged to him. /
r n 1 i-p

It was now that I firfl ftartcd the idea of edablifn^

incr by fubfcription, a public library. I drew up

the propofals, had them ingroffed in form by Brock-

den the attorney, and my projea fucceeded, as will

-, r 1 ***********
be fcen m the fequel * *

,
^* * *

''

[The life of Dr. Franklin, as written by himfelf,

fo far as it has yet been communicated to the world,

breaks off In this place. We underftand that it was

continued by him fomewhat further and we hope

that the remainder will, at fome future period, be

communicated to the public We have "o heto.

tion in fuppofing that every reader will find himlelt

greatly interefled by the frank fimplicity and tbe

G 4 '..;
^
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plilofophlcal difcernment by whi'ch thefe pages are
fo eminently charaaerlfed. We have therefore
thought proper, in order as much as poffible to
reheve his regret, to fubjoin the following conti-
miation, by one of the doaor's intimate friends.
It is extraded from an American periodical publi-
cation, and was written by the late Dr. Stuber*
of Philadelphia.]

—-•<•<•<<*>.•>..>..>.
,TX HE promotion of literature had been little

nttended to in Pennfylvanm. Moll of the fnha-
b.tnnts were too mueh Jmmerfed in bufinefs to
think of fcent.lic purfufts ; and thofe few, whofe
inehnat.ons led them to ftndy, found it difScult
to gratify them, from the want of fnffieiently large

S f''
^"^"' T' '""'" '" P'»laddpUa, of Germanfarent, He i.e,sfcnt, at an early age, to theunhe^flN

^frehugenius,Mgenee,a„elaJJeLpe}:Z;^^^^^
edhm^ the par,.cular „„,ke and fa.ojof thofeZlr•who/i ,n,nud,ate dtreSlon he n^-as placed. Afti fiT.through tl. co.n,,o„ courfe^ fj,,^,, „ „,uehjZ^Zthan fual. he hfi the miverf.ly, at the age of fifteen

fudyofPhJlc; and the ^eal ^ifh ^hkh he purfuedand the advances he ,nade, ga.,e hhfriends reafontofoX
t,:e m^lflattering profpeas of his fiunre endncL andZTe
r.'lnefstntheprofcJ,on. As dI-. St.der's circulates-^erejry moaerate, he did not think this purfu7ZTca
culatedtoanf^ertl>em. He therefore reliAji^'afe'r

%nNf:T% " '-r^ '^-W»« ind guSfl^

i
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libraries. In fuch cucumftances, the eftaWKhmer..

of a public library was an .mpovtant event Ih-

was firft fet o,. fool by Franklin, about the year

T, X Fifty perfons fubfcvibed forty (h.n.ng.

eaci; and agreed to pay ten flnlUngs a-ually.-

The numberlncreaf.d; and in ^ 1^yJ^^J^^^H'
ny was incorporated by the name of " The L.b a

ry Company of Philadelphia." Several otne,

companies were formed in this aty u, ,m-,ta ,on of

it Thefe were all at length un.ted wi h the li-

brary company of Philadelphia, which thus rece.v-

ed a confiderable acceSon of books and property.

It now contains about eight thoufand voumres on

all fubjeas. a philofophical apparatus, and a good

beginning towards a colkftion of natural and art.-

ficial cuHofities, belldes Unded property of con -

derahle value. The company have uuc.y ba.lt

an elegant houfe in Fifth-lheet, m the front ct

hich willbe ereiUd a marble ftatue of then- fouu-

der, Benjamin Franklin.
^

This inllltution was greatly encourage^ I:^;^ the

fnends of Literature m America and r. i-.reat

Britain. The Penn family dlllicgu.aKd them-

selves by their donations. Amongil the earheft

friends of this inllltution muft be mentioned the

late Peter Colllnfon, the ftiend and correfponcient

of Dr. Franklin. He not only mac'.e confiaerable

prefents hlmfelf, and obtained others from his

f-iends, but voluntarily undertook to manage the

bufmefs of the company in London, recommend-

ing books, purchahng and fnipping them. Hi?

extenfive knowledce, and zeal for the fSromotion

of frience, enabled him to execute this impor-

tant trull with the greateft advantage. He con-

tipued to perform thefe fervices for more tbaa
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thirty- years, and uniformly rcf.fed to accept ofany compenfat.on. During this time, he commu-mcated to the direaors every information Xveo .mprovements and difcoverie. in the arts, agricul!ture, and philofophy.

,

"gricui.

The beneficial. iniJuence of this nftitu.ion wasfoon ev,dent. The cheapnefs of terAdeTed
:t acceir,b!e to every otre.

, Its advantages werenot confined to the opulenf. The citizens in the

s^rthrstfiiterf--^--
was emended am.gft:n:,a1^r:ft~rh
>s very unufual m other places. The ^xamntwas foou followed. Libra.'ies were eft bl fc^t
var,ous places, and they are now become very „„!merous ,n the United States, and particulady "

,

P nnfylvan,a t .s to be hoped that they will be
ft more wdely extended, and that informationwdl be every where increafed. This will be thebeft fecanty for maintaining our liberties. Anat,on of well-mformed men, who have bee^taught to know and prize the rights which Golhas given them cannot be enflaved. It is in the

hlTlT^'^V'T- 'y^-y •-?"- it fliesbefore ths light of fcence. Let the citizen,

ted to diffufe knowledge amongft the peoDle • nn^
~

•m7rtt.'^^"' -"= ''^-- - "'-e^
.

.urnerous and valuable concife maxims which it

hugahty. It was contmued for many years. I„the almanack for the laft. ,.ear all fh/ •
j(.ar, all the maxims
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were colkaed in an addrefs to the reader, entitled,

The Way to Wealth. This has been tranflated

in various languages, and inferted In different

publications. It has alfo been printed on a large

flieet, and may be feen- framed In many houfes m

this city. This addrefs contains, perhaps the bell

praaical fyftem of oeconomy that ever has appear^

ed. It is written in a manner Intelligible to every

one, and which cannot fall of convincing every

reader of the juftlce and propriety of the remarks

and advice which It eontalns. The demand for

this almanack was fo great, that ten thoufandhave

been fold In one year; which muft be confidered

as a very large num.ber, efpeclally when we refled,

that this country was, at that time, but thinly

peopled. It cannot be doubted that the falutary

maxims contained in thefe almanacks mu ft have

made a favourable Impreffion upon many of the

readers of them.

It was not long before FrankHn entered upon

his political career. In the year 1736 he was a^

pointed clerk t0 the general affembly of Pennfyl^

vania; and was re-eleded by facceedmg affem-

blles for feveral years, until he was chofen a repre-

Tentative for the city of Philadelphia.

Bradford was poiTelTed of fome advantages over

Franklin, by being poft-mafter, thereby having an

opportunity of circulating his paper moreexten-

fively, and thus rendering it a better vetiicle tor

advertlfements, &c. Franklin, in his turn, enjoy-

ed thefe advantages, by being appomted poft-mai-

ter of Philadelphia in 1737- Bradford, while in

office, had afted ungeneronfly towards rrankhn^

preventing as much as poflible the circulation of

hie paper. He had now an opportunity ot retaiia-
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The police of Philadelphia had early appo;„tedxvatchmen whofe duty it was to guard fhe
"

tifens aga,„ft the midnight robber, fnd to gle „'

.mmed,ate alarm in cafe of fire. This duty i peT

miSdTo ''; "f ™p°'''^"' "- -"Ve'ci;-

ever, vveie not fafficient y {[via Frpnti;. r
the dangers arifing from tls cau\ Ilt'Z
".h tTr* ° " '° ""'^^ '^"^ g-rdiansi; J

pe.t; oftne cmzens. The propriety of this las>mmed,ate!y perceived, and a reform was affed-

There is nothing more dangerous to .rowin,
ernes than fires. Other caufes operate fiowK^and almoa imperceptibly; but thefe in a m me t'

com there f-.ould be, m all cities, ample provifi.
-.^s to prevent fires from fpreading. Fn>nklin

::J /z '" "rfy «f "'^^^^ ^k abo,; th

citt T?
"""'? "" '^''^ fi'-^-company in this

c.ty. il.is er.nmple was foon follor-ed by others-

the -r
"/;: "•""' "-~'^-companie nhe cty and hbert.e. To thcfe may be attributed

^ e. f^ ' T" the aaivity ;„ eKtinguifl,ing
.
,e

, .

for wn,c!> the ctizens of Philadelphia at^«.ft. gu.lhed, an« the inconfiderable damage-hrch tins c,ty hns fu(b;„ed from this caufc£Some t.me auer, Franklin fuggefied the plan ofan affocanon for infuring l.oufes from loffes by
'.'e, v.-n,cn was adopted; and the affociatJon con
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from the firft eftabllfhment of Pennfylvania, a

fpirk of dlfpute appears to have prevailed amongft

its inhabitants. During the hfe-time of Wilham

Penn, the conftitution had been three times alter-

ed After this period, the Hitlory of Pennfylva-

nia is little elfe than a recital of the quarrels be-

tween the proprietaries, or their governors and

the afTembly. The proprietaries contended for

the right of exempting their land from taxes
;
to

which the affembly would by no means confent.

This fubjea of difpute interfered in almoft every

queftion, and prevented the moil ^^^-tary laws

from being enaded. This at times fubjeded the

people to great Inconveniences. In the year 1 744.

durin- a war between France and Great Bntam,

fome French and Indians had made inroads upon

the frontier inhabitants of the provmce, who

were unprovided for fuch an attack. It became

neceffary that the citizens fliould arm for their de^

fence. Governor Thomas recommended to the

affembly, who were then fitting to pafs a muitia

law. To this they would agree only upon condi-

tion tkit he (liould give his affent to certain laws,

which appeared to them calculated to promote the

intereft of the people. As he thought thefe law.

would be injurious to the proprietaries, he retuled

his affent to them ; and the affembly bro^c up

without paffmg a militia law. The fituation of

the province was at this time truly alarming: ex-

pofed, to the continual inroads of an enemy, and

dellitute of every means of defence. At this

crins Franklin ftepped forth, and piopofed to .1

meetincr of the citizens of Philadelphia, a plan ot

a voluntary affociation for the defcrnce of the pro=

vlncc. Tills was approved of, andfignedby twe.vf:

hundred perfons immediately.
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Copies of it were circulated throughout the pro-
vince

;
and in a fiiort time the number of figners

amounted to ten thoufand. Franklin was chofen co-
lonel of the Philadelphia regiment ; but he did not
think proper to accept of the h£)nour.

Purfuits of a different nature now occupied the
greateft part of his attention for fome years. He
engaged in a courfe of elearical experiments, with
all the ardor and thirft for diTcovery which cha-
rafterized the philofophers of that day. Of all the
branches of experimental philofophy, cleftricity
had been leaft explored. The attraftive power of
amber is mentioned by Theophraftus and Pliny,
and, from them, by later naturalifts. In the year
1600, Gilbert, an Engliniphyficlan, enlarged con.
fiderably the catalogue of fubftances which have
the property of attrafting light bodies. Boyle,
Otto Guericke, a burgomafter of Magdeburg, ce-
lebrated as the inventor of the air pump, Dr.
Wall, and Sir Ifaac Newton added fome faas.
Gnericke firft obferved the repulfive power of
cleancity, and the light and noife produced by it.
In 1709, Hawkefoec communicated fome impor-
tant obfervations and experiments to the world
l^or feveral years eletlricity was entirely neglea.
ed, until Mr. Gray applied himfclf to it, in 1728
with great affiduity. He, and his friend Mr.'
Wheeler, made a great variety of experiments;
in which they demonflrated, that elearicity may
be communicated from one body to another, even
without, being in contaa, and in this way may
be condufted to a great diftance. Mr. Gray af-
terwards found, that, by fufpending rods of iron
by filk or hair lines, and bringing an excited tube
under them, fparks might be drawn, and a light
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perceived at the extremities in the dark. M. Du
Faye, intendant of the French King's gardens,

'

made a number of experiments, which added not

a Httle to the fcience. Ke made the dlfcovery of

two kinds of eledricity, which he called vitreous

and refinous ; the former produced by rubbing glafs,

the latter from excited falphur, fealing-wax, &c.

But this idea he afterwards gave up as^.erronious.

Between the years 1739 and 1742, Dcfaguhers

made a number of experiments, but added little of

importance. He firil ufed the terms condiidors and

eledlricsy per fe. In 1742, feveral ingenious Ger-

mans engaged in the fubject. Of thefe the prin-

cipal were, profefTor Boze of Wittembergh, pro-

fefTor Winkler of Leiphc, Gordon, a Scotch Bene-

diAine monk, profeflbr of philofophy at Erfurt,

and Dr. Ludolf of Berlin. The refuh of their

refearches ailonifhed " the philofophers of Europe.

Their apparatus was large, and by means of it

they were enabled to collefl large quantities of

eleftricity, and thus to produce phenomena which

had been hitherto unobferved. They killed fmall

birds, and fet fpirits on fire. Their experiments ex-

cited the curiofity of other philofophers. Collinfon,

about the year 1 745, fent to the hbrary company

of "Philadelphia an account of thefe experiments,

together with a tube, and diredions how to ufe it.

Franklin,"' with fome of his friends, immediately

engaged in a courfe of experiments ; the rcfult of

which is well known. He was enabled to make a

number of important difcoveries, and to propofe

theories to account for various phenomena.; which

have been univerfally adopted, and which bid fair

to endure for ages. His obfervations he commu-

nicated, in a feries of letters, to his frien^ Collin-

fon } the firfl of which is dated March 28, 1747. In
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thefc he makes known the power of points in draw-
ing and throwing off the ele6lrical matter, which
had hitherto efcaped the notice of eleftricians. He
alfo made the grand difcovery of a plus and mlniis^

or of a pojiiive and negative ftate of eledricity.
We gave him the honour of this, without hefita-
tion

; although the Engh'fh have claimed it for
their countryman Dr. Watfon. Watfon's paper
is dated January 2i, 1748; Frcr?Q|hn's July 11,^

1747; feveral months prior. Short^ after, Frank-
hn from his principles of plus and minus ftate, ex-
plained, in a fatisfadory manner, the phenomena
of the Leyden phial, firft obferved by Mr. Cune-
us, or by profefTor Mufchenbroeck of Leyden,
\vhich had much perplexed philofophers. He
(hewed clearly that the bottle, when charged,
contained no more eledricity than before, but that
as much was taken from the one fide as was thrown
on the other; and that, to difcharge it, nothino-
was neceiTary but to make a communication be-
tween the two fides, by which the equilibrium
snight be reftored, and that then no figns of eleari-
city would remain. He afterwards demonftrated, by-

experiments, that the eledricity did not refide in
the coating, as had been fuppofed, but in the pores
of the glafs itfelf. After a phial was charged, he
removed the coating, and found that upon apply-
ing a new coating the fhock might ft ill be received.
In the^ year 1749, he firft fuggefted his idea of
explaining the phenomena of thunder-gufts, and of
the aurora boreaiis, upon ekarical principles. He
points out many particulars in which lightning and
elearicity agree ; and he adduces many fads^ and
rcafoning from fads, in fupport of his pofitions.
Tn the fame year he conceived the aftonifliingly

.
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;

bold and grand idea of afcertaining the truth of his

doclrine, by aftiiaUy drawing down the forked light-

ning, by means of fharp-pointed iron rods raifed

into the region of the clouds. Even in this un-
certain ftate, his paffion to be ufeful to mankind

,
difplays itfclf in a powerful manner. Admitting

,
the identity of elc.f!:ricity and hghtning, and know-

!
ing the power of points in repelh'ng bodies charged

I with ele6lricity,.and in conducling their fire filent-

ly arid imperceptibly, he fuggefbs the idea of fe-

curing houfes, fhips, &c. from being damaged by
lightning, by ereding pointed iron rods, which
fhould rife forae feet above the moil elevated pa;t>

and defcend fome feet into the ground or the wa-
ter. The efFeft of thefe, he concluded, would be
either to prevent a ftroke by repelling the cloud

beyond the ilriking diilance, or by drawing off the

eleclrical lire which it contained ; or, if they could

not effeft this, they would at lead condud the

ftroke to the earth, without any injury to the

building.

It was not until the fummer of 1752, that he
was enabled to complete his grand and un-
paralleled difcovery by experiment. The plan

which he had originally propofed, was, to ered
on fome high tower, or other elevated place, a

centry-box, from which fhould rife a pointed

iron rod, infulated by being fixed in a cake
of renn. EleClrified clouds paffing over this,

would, he conceived, impart to it a portion of
their eleclrlcity, which would be rendered evi-

dent to the fenfes by fparks being emitted, when a

key, a knuckle, or other condudor, was prefented

to it. Philadelphia at this time afforded no op-

portunity of trying an experiment of thij kind^

H
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Whilfl; Frankliti was waiting for the ere(9:ion of a*

fpire, it occurred to him, that he might have more

ready accefs to the region of clouds by means of

a common kite. He prepared one by attaching

two crofs fticks to a filk handkerchief, which

would not fuffer fo much from the rain as paper.

To his upright (lick was affixed an iron point.

The firing was, as ufwal, of hemp, except the low-

er end, which was filk. Where the hempen ft ring

terminated, a key was faflened^^ With this appa-

ratus, on the appearance of a thunder-guft ap-

proaching, he went into the commons, accom-

panied by his fon, to whom alone he communicated

his intentions, well knowing the ridicule which,

too generally for th.^ intereft of fcience, awaits

finfuccefsful experiments in philofophy. He plac-

ed himfelf under a flied to avoid the rain. His

kite was raifed. A thunder cloucj pafTed over it.

No fign of eleftricity appeared. He almofl de-

fpaired of fuccefs ; when fuddenly he obferved

the loofe fibres of his firing to move towards an

erect pofition. He now prefented his knuckle

to the key, and received a flrong fpark. How ex-

qnlfite mufl hts fcnfations have been at this mo-
ment ! On this experiment depended the fate of

his theory. If he fucceedcd, his name would rank

high amongfl thofe who have improved fcience

;

if he failed, he mufl inevitably be fubjefted to the

derifion of mankind, or, what is worfe, their pity,

as a well-meaning man, but a weak, filly projec-

tor. The anxiety with which he looked for the

refult of his experiment, may eaiily be conceived.

Doubts and defpair had begun to prevail, when
the fa6l was afcertained in fo clear a manner, that

rven the moil incredulous could no longer withr
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hold their aflent. Repeated fpavks were drawn

from the key, a vial was charged, a fliock given,

and all the experiments made, which are ufually

performed with eleftricity.

About a month before this period, fome inge-

nious Frenchmen had completed the difcovery, in

i the manner originally propofed by Dr. Frankhn,

I The letters which he fent to Mr. Collinfon, it is

I
faid, were refufed a place amongft the 'papers of

the Royal Society of London. However this

may be, Collinfon publiflied them in a feparate vo-

j
lume, under the title of Ne'iv Expenmmts and Oh-

Jerimtions on Eledrkity, made at Philadelphia in

America. They were read with avidity, and foon

' tranflated into different languages. A very Incor-

re6l French tranfiation fell into the hands of the

! celebrated Buffon, who notwithftanding the dif-

advantages under which the work laboured, wass

much pleafed with it, and repeated the experiments

with fuccefs. He prevailed upon his friend, M.
D'Alibard, to give his countrymen a more corre6t

tranflation of the work of the American ele<f^rici-

an. This contributed much towards fpreading a

knowledge of Franklin's principles in France.

The King, Louis XV. hearing of thefe experi-

ments, expreffed a wiih to be a fped^ator of them»

\ A courfe of experiments was given at the feat of the

I

Due D'Aven, at St. Germain, by M, De Lor.

i The applaufes which the King beftowed iipou

• Franklin, excited in Buffon, D'Alibard, and D«

I

Lor, an earned defire of afcertaining the truth of

I

his theory of thunder-gufts. Buffon, erefted his ap-

j

paratus on the tower of Montbar. M. D'AIibrud

at Mary-la-ville, and De Lor at his houfe \x\ the

Ejlrapade at Paris, fome of the higheft ground In

FT 2
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that capital. D'AlIbard's machine firft fhewed
figns of eleftriclty. On the loth of May, 1752, a
thundcr-cloud pafled over it, in the abfencc of M.
B'Ahbard; and a number of fparks were drawn
from it by Coifficr, a joiner, with whom D'Ahbard
had left direftions how to proceed, and by M. Rau-
let, the prior of Mary-la-ville. An account of this

experiment was given to the Royal Academy of
Sciences, in a memoir by M. D'Alibard, dated May
13th, 1752. On the i8th of May, M. De Lor
proved equally fuccefsful with the apparatus ercft-

ed at his own houfe. Thefe difcoveries foon ex-

cited the philofophers of other parts of Europe to

repeat the experiment. Amongft thefe, none figna-

lized themfelves more than Father Bccaria of Tu-
rin, to whofe obfervations fcicnce is much indebt-
ed. Even the cold regions of Ruflia were penetra-

ted by the ardour for difcovery. ProfefTor Richman
bade fair to add much to the ftock of knowledo-e
on this fubjeft, when an unfortunate flafh from his

rod put a period to his exillence. The friends of
fcience will long remember with regret the admirable

martyr to electricity.

By thefe experiments Franklin's theory was
eftabhiTicd in the mod firm manner. When the

truth of it could no longer be doubted, the

vanity of men endeavoured to detrad from its

merit. That an American, an inhabitant of the

obfcure city of Philadelphia, the name of which
was hardly known, flionld be able to make difco-

veries, and to frame theories, which liad efcaped

the notice of the enlightened philofophers of Eu-
rope was too morti Tying to be admitted. He muit

certainly have taken the Idea from fomebody elfe.

An American, a being oi Inferior order, make
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dlfcoveries ! Impoffible. It was faid, that the
Abbe Nollet, in 1748, had fuggefted the idea of the
fimilarity of lightning and eleftncity, in his Lecons
de Phyjlque. It is true, that the Abbe mentions
the idea, but he throws it out as a bare conjec-
ture, and propofes no mode of afceitaining the
truth of it. He himfelf acknowledges, that Frank-
lin firft entertained the bold thought of bringing
lightning from the heavens, by means of pointed
rods fixed in the air. The fimilarity of eleftricity

and lightning is fo ftrong, that we need not be
furprifed at notice being taken of it, as foon as

eleftrical phenomena became familiar. We find

It mentioned by Dr. Wall and Mr. Grey, while
the fcience was In its infancy. But the honour of
forming a regular theory of thunder-gufls, of fug-

gefting a mode of determining the truth of It by
experiments, and of putting thefe experiments in

praftice, and thus eftabllfi-iing his theory upon a

firm and folid bafis, is inconteih'bly due to Franklin.

D'Alibard, who m.ade the experiments in France,

fays, that he only followed the track which Franklin

had pointed out.

It has been of late afferted, that the honour of
completing the experiment with the eleaHcal kite,

does not belong to Fianklin. Some late Engllfli

paragraphs have attributed it to fome Frenchman,
whofe name they do not mention ; and the Abbe
Bertholon gives it to M. De Romas, affefibr to

the prefideal of Nerac ; the Englifli paragraphs
probably refer to the fame perfon. But a very
fiight attention will convince us of the injuftlce of
this procedure; Dr. Franklin's experiment was
made in June 1752; and his letter, giving an ac-

count of It, is dated Oftober 19, 1752, M. De
H 3
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Romas made his firft attempt on the 14th of May

1753, but was not fuccefsful until the 7th of June;

a year after Franklin had completed the difcove-

ry, and when it was known to all the philofophers

in Europe.

Belides thefe great principles, Franklin's letters

on electricity contain a number of fafts and hints,

which have contributed greatly towards reducing

this branch of knowledge to a fcience. His friend))

Mr. Kinnerfiy, communicated to him a difcovery

of the different kinds of electricity excited by rub-

bing glafs and flilphur. This, we hare faid, was

firft obferved by M. Du Faye; but it was for many
years negleftt^d. The philofophers* were difpofed

to account for the phenomena, rather from a dif-

ference in the quantity of eleftricity collected;

and even Du Faye himfelf feems at laft to have a-

dopted this doftrine. Franklin at firil entertained

the fame idea; but upon repeating the experiments,

he perceived that Mr. Kinnerfley was right; and

that the 'vitreous and r£/7«(yj^j elcftricity of Du Faye

were nothing more than the pnfit'ive and negative.

ilates which he had before obferved ; that the glafs

globe charged pqfUively, or increafed the quantity

of electricity on the prime conduCtoi', whilft the

globe of fulphur diminiflied its natural quantity,

or charged negat'vvely. Thefe experiments and

obfervations opened a new field for inveftigation,

upon which electricians entered with avidity;

and their labours have added much to the ftock

of our knowledge.

In September, 1752, Franklin entered upon a

courfe of experiments, to determine the Hate o^'

cleftricity in the clouds. From a number of expe-
,

-/iments he formed this conclufion: " that thq;
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clouds pf a thunder-guft are moft commonly in a

nefrative Hate of electricity, but fometimes in a

politive fiate ;" and from this it follows, as a ne-

cefTary confequence, " that, for the rnoft part, in

thunder-lb-okes, it is the earth that ftrikes into

the clouds, and not the clouds that Hrike into the

earth.'' The letter containing thefe obfervations

is dated in September, 1753; and yet the difco-

very of afcending thunder has been faid to be of a

modem date, and has been attributed to the Ab-

be Bertholon, who publiflied his memoir on the lub-

je<^ in 1776.

Franklin's letters have been tranflated into moil

of the Europe^^n languages, and into Latin. In

proportion as they have become known, his prin-

ciples have been adopted. Some oppofition w^as

made to his theories, particularly by the Abbe

NoUet, W'ho was, however, but feebly fupported,

whilll: the firft philofophers of Eiirope ftepped forth

in defence of Franklin's principles ; among whom.

D'Alibard and Beccaria were the moft diftinguifh-

ed. The oppofition has gradually ceafed, and

the Franklinian fyftem is now uciverfally adopt-

ed, where fcience flourifhes.

The important practical ufe which Franklin

made of his difcoveries, the fecuring of houfes

from injury by lightning, has been already men-

tioned. Pointed conduftors are now very common
in America , but prejudice has hitherto prevented

their general introduftion into Europe, notwith-

llanding the moft undoubted proofs of their utili-

ty have been given. But mankind can with dif-

ficulty be brought to lay afide eftablifhed praclices,

or to adopt new ones. And perhaps we have more

reafon to be furprifed that a practice, however ra-

H ±
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tional, which was propofed about forty years ago
fliould in that time have been adopted in fo many
places, than that it has not iiniverfally prevailed.

It is only by degrees that the great body of man-
kind can be led into new practices, however falu-

tary their tendency. It is now nearly eighty
years fmce inoculation was introduced into Europe
and America ; and it is fo far from being general at

prefent, that it will, perhaps, require one or two cen-

turies to render it fo.

In the year 1745, Franklin publifhed an account
of his new invented Pennfylvania fire-places, in

which he minutely and accurately dates the ad-
vantages and difadvantages of different kinds of
fire-places ; and endeavours to fl-sevv that the one
which he defcribes is to be preferred to any other.
This contrivance has given rife to the open ftoves
now in general ufe, which however differ from it

in conftrudion, particularly in not havino- an air-

box at the back, through which a conftant fupply
of air, warmed in its paflage, is thrown into the
room. The advantages of this are, that as a ftream
of warm air is continually flowing into the room,
lefs fuel is neceffary to preferve a proper tempe-
rature, and the room may be fo tightened as that
Ro air may enter through cracks ; the confecuences
of which are colds, tooth-achesj &c.

Although philofophy was a principal objea of
Franklin's purfiiit for feveral years, he confined

himfelf not to this. In the year 1747, he became
a member of the general aifembly of Pennfylvania,

as a burgefs for the city of Philadelphia. Warm
difputes at this time fubfifled between the affem-

bly and the proprietaries; each contending foi

what they conceived to be their jud rights. Franks
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iin, a friend to the rights of man from his infancy,

foon diftlnguifhed himfeU' as a fteady opponent oi'

the imjuil fchemes of the proprietaries. He was

foon looked up to as the head of trie oppolition ;

and to him have been attrihnted many of the fpi-

rired replies of the alTeaibly, to the iTieifages of the

governors. His influence in the body was very

great. This arofe not from an]' fnperior powers

of eloquence ; he fpoke but feldom, and he never

was known to make any thing Hke an elaborate

harangue. His fpeeches often confided of a fingie

fentence, or of a well-told ftory, the moral of

which was always obvioufly to the point. Ke ne-

ver attempted the flowery helds of oratory. His

manner was plain and mild. His ftyle in ipeakmg

was, like that of his writings, remarkably concife.

Vvlth this plain manner, and his penetrating and

folid judgment, he was able to confound the moll

eloquent and fi^btle of his adverfaries, to confirm

the opinions of his friends, and to make converts

of the unprejudiced who had oppofed him. With

a linglc obfervation, he has rendered of no avail an

elegant and lengthy difcourfe, and determined the

f^ite of a queftlon of importance.

But he was not contented with thus fupporting

the rights of the people. He wiQ-ied to render

them permanently fecure, which can only be done

by making their value properly known ; and this

muil depend upon encreafmg and extending in-

formation to every clafs of men. "We have alrea-

dy feen that he was the founder of the public li-

brary, which contributed greatly towards improv-

ing the minds of the citizens. But this was not

fufficlent. The fchools then fubfiiling were in ge-

r.eral of little utility. The teachers were men ill-
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qualified for the important duty which they had
undertaken ; and, after all, nothing more could

be obtained than the rudiments of a common En-
glifh education. Franklin drew up a plan of an

Academy to be ercdcd in the city of Philadelphia,

Anted to " the ftate of an infant country ;'' but in

this, as in all his plans, he confined not his views to

the prefent time only. He looked forward to the

period when an inltitution on au enlarged plan would
become neceffary. With this view he confidered

his x^cademy as " a foundation for pofterity to ere<ft

afeminary of learning, more extenfive, and fu itable

to future circumftances." In purfuance of this

plan the conlHtutions were drawn up and figned

on the 13th of November 1749. I" ^hefe twen-
ty-four of the moft refpe<ftable citizens of Phila-

delphia was named as truftees. In the choice of
thefe, and in the formation of his plan, Franklin

is faid to have confulted chiefly with Thomas Hop-
kinfon, Efq. Rev. Richard Peters, then fecretary

of the province. Tench Francis, Efq. attorney-

general, and Dr. Phineas Bond.

The following article fhews a fpirit of benevo-

lence worthy of imitation ; and, for the honour
of our city, we hope that it continues to be ii?

force.

"In cafe of the inability of the reflor, or any
mailer, (eftabliflied on the foundation by receiving

a certain falary) through ficknefs, or any other

natural infirmity, whereby he may be reduced to

poverty, the truilees fliall have power to contribute

to his fupport, in proportion to his diftrefs and me-
rit, and the ftock in their hands."

The lad claufe of the fundamental rules is ex-

preiTed in language fo tender and benevolent, fo
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truly parental, that it will do everlalHng honour to

ths iiearcs and heads of the founders.

" It is hoped and expefted, that the truilees v.-ill

make it their pleafu^e, and in feme degree their

bufinefs, to vifit the academy often; to encourage

and countenance the youth, countenance and afhit

the mailers, and by all means in their power advance

the ufefulnefs and reputation of the defign;^ that they

will look on the ftudents as, in fome meafuie, their

own children, treat them with familiarity and af-

fedion; and when they have behaved well, gone

through their lludies, and are to enter the world,

they {hall zealouily unite, and make all the intcreft

that can be made, to promote and eilabliO! them,

whether in buhnefs, offices, marriages, or any other

thing for their advantage, preferable to all other per-

fons whatfoever, even of equal merit."

The conftitutions being figned and made public,

with the n;mies of the gentlemen propofing them-

felves as truftees and founders, the defign was fo

well approved of by the public-fpirited citizens of

Phibdelphia, that the fum of eight hundred pounds

per annum, for five years, was in the courfe of a

few weeks fubfcribed for carrying the plan into

execution; and in the beginning of January fol-

lowing (viz. 1750) three of the fchools were open-

ed, namely, the Latin and Greek fchools, the

Mathematical, and the Englifli fchools. In pur-

fuance of an article in the original plan, a fchool

for educating fixty boys and thirty girls (in the

charter fmce called the Charitable School) was open-

ed, and amidft all the difficulties with which the

trudees have ftruggled in refpeft to their funds,

has ftill been continued full for the fpace of forty

years; fo that allowing three years education for
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each boy and girl admitted Into It, wlilch Is the
general rule, at leaft twelve hundred children have
.received In It the chief part of their education,
vvno might otherwifc, In a great meafure, have
been left withouf the means of Inftruftlon. And
many of thofe who |i|p/ been thus educated, are
now to be found amaftg>the moll ufeful and repu-
table citizens of this ftkte.

The indltutlon, thus fuccefsfully begun, con-
tinued daily to flourlfh, to the great fatisfaaion of
Dr. FrankHn; who, notwithilanding the multipli-
city of his other engagements and purfults, at th^t
bufy fiage of his life, was a conltant attendant at
the monthly vifitatlons and examinations of the
fchools, and made It his partlcuhr ftudy, by means
of his extenfive correfpondence abroad, to advance
the reputation of the feminary, and to draw Un-
dents and fcholars to it from different parts of Ame-
rica and the Vv/'eft Indies, Through the Inter-
pofition of his benevolent and learned friend, Pe-
ter Colllnfon, of London, upon the application of
the truftees, a charter of Incorporation, dated Ju-
h' 13; 1753' ^^'as obtained from the honourable
proprietors of Pennfylvania, Thomas Penn and
Richard Penn, Efqis. accompanied with a liberal

benefafllon of five hundred pounds fterling; and
Df. Frankhn now began In good earned to pleafc
lilmfelf with the hopes of a fpeedy accomplifh-
ment of bis original dellgn, viz. the' eftabllfhment
of a perfea inaitutlon, upon the plan of the Eu-
ropean colleges and unlverdtles; for which his aca-
demy was Intended as a nurfery or foundation.
To elucidate this faft. Is a matter of confiderable
Importance In refpeft to the memory and charac-
ter of Dr.

,
Franklin, as a phllofopher, and as the
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friend and patron of learning and fcience ; for not-

withftanding what is exprefsly declared by him in

the preamble to the conftitutions, viz. that the aca-

demy was begun for " teaching the Latin and Greek

languages, with all ufeful branches of the arts and

fciences, fuitable to the Hate of an infant country?

and laying a foundation for pofterity to ereft a femi-

nary of learning more extenfive, and fuitable to their

future circumltances :" yet it has been fuggefted of

late, as upon Dr. Franklin's authority, that the

Latin and Greek, or the dead languages, are an in-

cumbrance upon a fcheme of libcal education, and

that the engranfting or founding a college, or more

extenfive feminary, upon his academy, was without

his approbation or agency, and gave him difcontent.

If the reverfe of this does not already appear, fi-om

what has been quoted above, the following letters

will put the matter beyond difpute. They were

written by him to a gentleman, who had at that

time publifhed the idea of a college, fuited to the

circumftances of a young country, (meaning New-
York) a copy of which having been fent to Dr.

Franklin for his opinion, gave rife to that correfpon-

dence which terminated about a year afterwards, in

erefting the college upon the foundation of the aca-

demy, and eilablifliing that gentleman at the head

of both, where he ftill continues, after a period of thir-

ty-fix yxars, to prefide with diftinguiihed reputation.

From thefe letters alio, the ftate of the academy,

at that time, will be feen.

Philadelphiai April 19, 1 753.

Sir,

I received your favour of the nth Inilant, with

your new* piece on Education which I (hall care*

* A gensral idea of the college of Maranla.
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fully perufe, aiid give you my fentiments of it, ns

you defire, by next poft.

I believe the young gentlemen, your pupils,

may be entertained and inftrufted here, in mathe-

matics and philofophy to fatisfaftion. Mr. Ali-

fon* (who was educated at Glafgow) has been

long accuftomed to teach the latter, and Mr. Grewf
the former; and I think 'their pupils make great

progrefs. Mr. Alifon has the care of the Latiii

and Greek fchool, but as he has now three good

afliilants|, he can very well afford fome hours every

day for the inftruftion of thofe who are engaged in

higher ftiidies. The mathematical fchool is pretty

well fusTiiHied with inftruments. The Englirti libra-

ry is a good one ; and we have belonging to it a

middling apparatus for experimental philofophy^

and purpofe fpeedily to complete it. The Loga-

nian library, one of the beft coUeftions in Am.erica,

will fhortly be opened ; fo that neither books nor

jnihuments will be wanting ; and as we are deter-

mined always to give good fakries, we have reafon

to believe we may have always an opportunity of

chooiing good mailers ; upon which, indeed, the fuc-

cefs of the whole depends. We are obliged to you
for your kind offers in this refpeft, and when you are

fettled in England, we may occafionally make ufe

of your fiiendiliip and judgment.

* The Rev. and learned Mr. Francis Alifon^ after*

Guards D. D. and Vice Provoji ofthe College.

f Mr. Theophilus GreiVy afterwards Profejfor of Ma-
thematics in the College.

X Thofe affflants ivere at that time Mr. Charles

Thompfon^ late Secretary ofCongrefs^ Mr. Paid Jachfon.
and Mr. Jacob Duche.
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If it fuits your conveniency to vifit Philadel.

phia before you return to Europe, I fnall be ex-

tremely glad to fee and converfc with you here,

as well as to correfpond with you after your fettle-

ment In England ; for an acquaintance and com-

munication with men of learning, virtue, and public

fpirit, is one of my greateft enjoyments.

I do not know whether you ever happened to

fee the firft propofals I made for erecting the Aca-
demy. I fend them enclofed. They had (howe-

ver imperfecl) the defired fuccefs, being followed

by a fubfcriptlon oi four thoufand pounds, towards

carrying them into execution. And as we are fond

of receiving advice, and are dally improving by ex-

perience, I am in hopes we fhall In a few years, fee a

perfe8 injiltution.

I am very refpeetfully, &c.

B. FRANKLIN,
Mr, W. Smith, Long-Ifland.

Philadelphia, May ^d, I'Jy^^

Sir,

Mr. Peters has juft now been with me, and we
have compared notes on your new piece. We
find nothing in the fcheme of education, however
excellent, but what is, in our opinion, very pradl-

cable. The great difficulty will be to find the

Aratus*, and other fuitable perfons, to carry It Into

execution ; but fuch may be had If proper encou-

ragement be given. We have both received great

pleafure in the perufal of It. For my part, I know

* The name given to the principal or head of the ideal

college, thefyjlem of education in <which hath neverthelefs

been nearly realized, or follo-zued as a model, in the college

and Academy of Philadelphia, andfome other Americati

fsmiTiaries,for many years pajl>
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not when I have read a piece that has more affc6ted

me—fo noble and juft are the fentiments, fo warm
and animated the language ; yet as cenfure fror

your friends may be of more ufe, as well as mor-

agreeable to you than praife, I ought to mention,

that I widi you had omitted not only the quotatiori

from the Review*, which you are now jullly dif-

fatisfied with, but thofe e^prefTions of refentmiCnt

againft your adverfaries, in pages 6^ and 79- In

fuch cafes the nobled vidlory is obtained by neo-left

and by fiiining on.

Mr. Allen has been out of town thefe ten days ;

but before he went he directed me to procure him
fix copies of your piece. Mr. Peters has taken

ten. He purpofed to have written to you ; but

omits it, as he experts fo foon to have the pleafure

of feeing you here. He defires me to prefent his

affeftionate compliments to you, and to affure you

that you will be very welcome to him. I fiiall

only fay, that you may depend on my doing all in

my power to make your vifit to Philadelphia agreea-

ble to you.

I am, &c.

B. FHANKLIN
Mr. SmkL

Philadelphia f Nov. 2']th, 1753.
Dear Sir,

Having written you fully, via Briftol, I have

now little to add. Matters relating to the Acade-"

my remain in fuilit quo. The truilees would be

* The quotation alluded to ffrom the London Monthly

Revie^vfor 1749,^ ivas judged fo rejled: too feverely on

the difcipline and government of the Engliflo univerfities

,

of Oxford and Cambridge, and luas expU77ged from il^':

Joliowing editions of this nvorh. .

"^
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glad to fee a redtor eilablill-ied there, but they

dread entering into new engagements till thev are-

got out of debt ; aild I have not ytt got them
wholly over to my opinion, that a good profeffor,

or teacher of the higher branches of learning would
draw fo many fcholars as to pay great part, if not

the whole of his falaiy. Thus, unlefs the proprie-

tors (of the province) fliall think fit to put the

finifhing hand to our inflitution, it mull, 1 fear, wait

fome few years longer before it can arrive at that

ftate of perfe(^ion, which to me it feems now ca-

pable of ; and all the pleafurc I promifed myfelf

in feeing you fettled among us, vaniHies into

fmoke.

But good Mr. Collinfon writes me word, that

no endeavours, of his fhall be wanting; and he
hopes, with the archbifliop's alTi (lance, to be able to

to prevail with olir proprietors*. I pray God grant

them fuccefs.

My fon prefents his afFeclionate regards, with,

dear fir.

Yours, kc.

B. FRANKLY.
P. S. I have riot been favoured with a line from

you fmce your arrival in England.

Phlladrlpbia^ April \%th^ 1754*
Dear Sir,

I have had but one letter from you fince your
arrival in England, which was a Ihort one, 'via

I

* Upon the application of uirchhijhop Herrings and P.
Collinfon^ Efq. at Dr. Franilin's requfjl^ (aided by the

kUers of Mr. Allen and Mr. Peters) the Hon. Thomas
Penny Efq. fuhfcr'ihed an annualJum^ and afteriu ardsgave
at leajf., 5000/. to thefounding or engrafting the College

upon the Academy.
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Bofton, dated Oftober i8th, acquainting me that

you had written largely by Capt. Davis—Davis

was loft, and with him your letters, to my great

difappointment.—Mefnard and Gibbon have fince

arrived here, and I hear nothing from you.—My
comfort is, an imagination that you only omit

writing becaufe you are coming, and pnrpofe to

tell me every thing viva voce. So not knowing

whether this letter will reach you, and hoping ei-

ther to fee or hear from you by the Myrtilla, Capt,

Buddon's fhip, which is daily expefted, I only add,

that I am, with great efleem and afFedion,

Yours, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
Mr. Smith.

About a month after the date of this laft letter,

the gentleman to whom it was addreffed arrived

in Philadelphia, and was immediately placed at

the head of the feminary ; whereby Dr. Franklin,

and the other truftees were enabled to profccute

their plan, for perfecting the inftitution, and open-

ing the College upon the large and liberal foundation

on which it now ftands ; for which purpofe they

obtained their additional charter, dated May 27th,'

^755-
^

"...
Thus far we thought it proper to exhibit in one*

view Dr. Franklin's fervices in the foundation and

ellablifhment of this feminary. He foon afterward

embarked for England, in the public fervice of his

country ; and having been generally employed

abroad, in the like fdrvice, for the greateil part of

the remainder of his life (as will appear in our

fubfequent account of the fame) he had but few'

opportunities of taking any further a6live part in

she affairs of the feminarv, until his final return m
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the year 1785, when he found its charters viola=

ted, and his ancient colleagvies, the original found-

ers, deprived of their trull, by an aft of the legif-

lature; and although his own name had been in-

ferted among the new trultees, yet he declined to

take his feat among them, or any concern in the

;

management of their affairSj till the inllitution

was rellored by law to its original owners. He
, then affembled his old colleagues at his own

houfe, and being choferi their prefident, all their

future meetings were, at his requeil, held there,

' till within a few months of his death, when with

: reluflance, and at their defire, left he might be

too much injured by his attention to their bufmefsi

he fuffered them to meet at the college.

Franklin not only gave birth to many afeful

', inftitutions himfelf, but he was alfo inilrumental

I
in prom.oting thofc which had originated with other

1 men. About the year 1752, an eminent phy-

;

jician of this city, Dr. Bond, conhdering the

;
deplorable fcate of the poor, when vifitcd with

i
difeafe, conceived the idea of eftablifhing an hofpi-

I

tal. Notwithftanding very great exertions on his

i part, he was able to interefi; few people fo far in

I

his benevolent plan, as to obtain fubfcriptions

I
from them. Unwilling that his fcheme fhoidd

!

prove abortive, he fought the aid of Franklin,

who readily engaged in the bulinefs, both by ufmg

ills influence with his friends, and by ftating

the advantageous influence of the propofed infti-

tution in his paper. Thefe efforts were attend-

ed with fuccefs. , Confiderable fums were fubfcrr-

bed; but they were ItlU fhort of what was neceffa-

ry. Franklin now made another exertion. He
applied to the affembly; and, after feme oppoli^

• I 2
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tloii, obtained leave to bring in a bill, fpccifying,

that as foon as two thoufand pounds were fubfcri-

bed, the fame fum fhould be drawn from the trca-

fiiry by the fpeaker's warrant, to be applied to the

purpofes of the inftltutlon. The oppofition, as

the fum was granted upon a contingency which

they fuppofed would never take place, were filent,

and the bill paffed. The friends of the plan now
redoubled their efforts, to obtain fubfcriptions to

the amount ftated in the bill, and were foon fuc-

cefsful. This was the foundation of the Pennfyl-

vania Hofpital, which, with the Bettering-houfe

and Difpenfary, bears ample teftimony of the hu-

manity of the citizens of Philadelphia.

Dr. Franklin had. conduced himfelf fo well in

the office of poft-mafter, and had fiiow^n himfelf

to be fo well acquainted with the bufinefs of that

department, that It was thought expedient to

raife him to a more dignified ftation. In 1753 he

was appointed deputy poft-mafter-gerieral for the

Britifli colonies. The profits arlfing from the

poftage of the revenue, which the crown of Great

Britain derived from the colonies. In the hands

of FrankHn, it is fald. that the poft-office In A-
merlca yielded annually thrice as much as that oi

Ireland.

The American colonies were much expofed to

depredations on their frontiers, by the Indians;

and more particularly whenever a war took place

between France and England. The colonics,

individually, were either too weak to take efficient

meafures for their own defence, or they were un-

willing to take upon themfelves the whole burden

of erecting forts and maintaining garrifons, whilft

their .p^hbours, who partook equally with them-
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iclves, of the advantages, contributed nothing to

the expence. Sometimes alfo the difpiites, which

Aibfiiled between the Governors and Affemblies,

prevented the adoption of means of defence ; as

we have feen was the cafe in Pennfylvania in 1745.

To devife a plan of union between the Colonies, to

regulate this and other matters, appeared a delira-

ble obje(fl. To accompIilTi this, in the year 1754,
commiflloners from New-Hampflure, Maflachufetts,

Rhode-Ifland, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and Mary-

land, met at Albany, X)r. Franklin attended here,

as a commifTioner from Pennfylvania, and produced

a plan, which, from the place of meeting, has been

ufually termed " The Albany Plan of Union.'* This

propofed, that application (liould be made for an aft

of Parliament, to eilablifii in the colonies a general

government, to be adminiftered by a prefident-general,

appointed by the crown, and by a grand-council, con-

fiding of members chofen by the reprefentatives of

the different colonies ; their number to be in di-

redl proportion to the fums paid by each colony

into the general treafury, with this reftriftion,

that no colony fhould have more than feven, nor

lefs than two reprefentatives. The whole execu-

tive authority was committed to the prefident-gene-

ral. The power of legillation was lodged in the

grand council and prefident-general jointly ; his con-

fent being made neceffary to pafiing a bill into a law.

The power veiled in the prefident and council were,

to declare war and peace, and to conclude treaties

with the Indian nations ; to regulate trade with, and

to make purchafes of vacant lands from them, either

in the name of the crown, or of the union ; to fettle

new colonies, to make laws for governing thefe until

they ftiould be ereded in feperate governments, and

1

3
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to ralfe troops, build forts, fit out armed veflelss

and life other menns for the general defence : ands

to effeft thefe things, a power was given to make
laws, laying fuch duLies, impofls, or taxes, as they

fnould find neceffary, and as wovild be lead bur-

depfome to the people. All laws were to be fent

to England for the King's approbation ; and un-

lefs difapproved of within three years, were to re-

main in force. All officers in the land or fea fer-

vice were to be nominated by the prefident-gene-

ral, and approved of by the general council : civil

officers were to be nominated by the council, and

approved by the prefident- Such are the outlines

of the plan propofed, for the confideration of the

congrefs, by Dr. Franklin. After feveral days'

difcuffion, it was unanimously agreed to by the

commiffioners, a copy tranfmitted to each af-

fembly, and one to the King's council. The fate

of it was fingular. It was difapproved of by the

mlnidry of Great Britain, becaufe it gave too

much power to the reprcfentatives of the people;

and it was rejeflied by every aflembly, as giving to

the prefident-general, the reprefentative of the

crovvn, an influence greater than appeared to

them proper, in a plan of government intended for

freemen. Perhaps this reje£lion, on both fides,

is the ftrongeft proof that could be adduced of the

excellence of it, as fuited to the fituation of AmiC-

rica and Great Britain at that time. It appears

to have fleered exaftly in the middle, between the

^yppofite interefts of both.

Whether the adoption of this plan would have

prevented the feparation of America from Great

Britain, is a queftion which might afford much

room for fpeculation. It may be faid, that, by
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icnabling the colonies to defend themfelves, it

would have removed the pretext upon which the

ftamp-aa, tea-aft, and other acls of the Bntilh

parhament, were paffed : whirh excited a fpirit

of oppofition, and laid the foundation for the fe-

paration of the two countries. But, on the other

hand, it muft be admitted, that the reilfidioo .:iid

by Great Britain upon our commerce, oHign.^, !S

to fell our produce to her ciiztns '-W. and :a

i take from them various articles, of which, a? oar

manufaaures were difcouraged, we ftood lu i. i,

at a price greater than that for which they could

have been obtained from other nations, mull Ine-

vitably produce diffatisfadion, even though no du-

I ties were impofed by the parliament; a circum-

\ ftance which might ftill have taken place.
^
Be-

I

fides, as the prefident-general was to be appointed

f
by the crown, he muft, of neceffity, be devoted to

its views, and would, therefore, refufe his affent

to any laws, however falutary to the community,

which had the moft remote tendency to injure the

intererts of his fovereign. Even fhould they re-

ceive his affent, the approbation of the king was

to be necelTary; who would indubitably, in every

inftance, prefer the advantage of his home domi-

nions to that of his colonies. Hence would enfue

perpetual difagrecments between the council and

the prefident-general, and thus, between the peo-

ple of America and the crown of Great Britain:

While the colonies continued weak, they would

be obliged to fubmit, and as foon as they acquired

ftrength they would become more urgent In their

demands, until, at length, they would (hake off the

yol^e, and declare themfelves independent.

14
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Whilft the French were In poffeffion of Canada,,

their trade with the natives extended very far;

evento theback of the BritKh fettlemcnts. The^r
were^ difpofed, from time to time, to eftabhfh pofts
within the territory, which the Brltlfli claimed as
their own. Independent of the Injury to -the fur-

trade, which was cqnfiderable, tiie coh)nie3 fuffer-

ed this further Inconvenience, that the Indians
were frequently Inlligated to comrpit dcpreda^Idli^-
on their frontiers. In the year 1753, ,eiicro,achr

ments were made upon the boundaries of Virginia.

Remonftrances had no effeft. In the enfuing
year, a body of men was lent out under the com-
rnand of Mr. Wafhington, who, though a very
young man, had, by his conduft in the preceding
year, fhewn himfelf worthy of fuch an important
truft; Whilft marching to take pofreffion of the
pod: at the junaion of the Allegany and Mononga-
hela, he was Informed that the French had already
eredled a fort there. A detachment of their men
marched agalnft him. He fortified himfelf as
flrongly as time and circumftanccs would admit.
A fuperiority of numbers foon obliged him to fur-

render Fort^ Nccejfily. He obtained honourable
terms for himfelf and men, and returned to Vir-
ginia. The government of Great-Britain now
thought It neceffary to Interfere. In the year

1755, General Braddock, with fome regiments of
regular troops, and provincial levies, was fent to

dlfpoffefs the French of the ports upon which they
had feized. After the men were all ready, a diffi-

culty occurred, which had nearly prevented the
expedition. This was the want of waggons. Frank,
lin now fteppcd forward, and with the ufTillance
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of his fon, in a Kttle time procured a handled asd

fifty. Braddoc^ unfortunately fell into an ambuf-

cade, and perifhed, with a number of his men.

—

Wafnington, who had accompanied him as an aid-

de-camp, and had warned him, in vain, of his dan-

ger, now difplayed great mihtary talents in effcd-

ing a retreat of the remains of the army, and \i\

forming a judion with the rear, under Colonel

jDunbar, upon whom the chief comniand now de-

volved. With fome difficulty they brought their

little body to a place of fafety ; but they found it

jiecefTary to deltroy their waggons and baggage, to

prevent their falling Into the hands of the enemy.

For the waggons which he had furnifhed, Franklin

had given bonds to a large amount. The owners

declared their intentions of obliging him to make
a reftitution of .their property. Had they put their

threats into execution^ ruin mull inevitably have

been the confequence. Governor Shirley, finding

that he had incurred thefe debts for the fervice

of government, made arrangements to have them
difcharged, and releafed Franklin from his difagrce-

able fituation.

The alarm fprcad through the colonies, after

the defeat of Braddock, was very great. Prepara-

tions to arm were every where made. In Pennfyl-

vania, the prevalence of the quaker intered prevented

the adoption of any fyftem of defence, which would

compel the citizens to bear arm.s. Franklin intro-

duced into the affembly a bill for organizing a

militia, by which every man was allowed to take

arms or not, as to him fhould appear fit. The
quakers, being thus left at liberty, fuffeied the bill

to pafs ; for although their principles would not



142 LIFE OF
fufFer them to fight, they had no obje(?tions to

their neighbours fighting for them. In confequence

of this aft a very refpeftable militia was formed.

The fenfe of impending danger infufed a mih'tary

fpirit in all, whofe religious tenets were not oppofed

'

to war. Franklin was appointed coloRel of a regi-

ment in Philadelphia, which confided of 1200 men.

The Borth-wellern frontier being Invaded by the

enemy, It became necefiary to adopt meafures for itg

defence. Franklin was direfted by the governor to

take charge of this bufinefs. A power of raifing men

and of appointing officers to command them, wa5

veiled In him. He foon levied a body of troops,

with which he repaired to the place at which iheir pre-

fence was neceffary. Here he built a fort, and pla-

ced the garrlfon in fuch a pofture of defence, as would

enable them to withftand the Inroads, to which thq

Inhabitants had prevloufly been expofed. He rcr

mained here for fome time, in order the more comr

pletcly to difcharge the truft committed to him.

Some bufinefs of Importance rendered his prefenc^

necefiary in the alTembly, and he returned to Phila-

delphia.

The defence of her colonies was a great expencc

to Great Britain. The mod effeftual mode of

leffening this was, to put arms Into the hands of

the Inhabitants, and to teach them their ufe. But

England wlfiied not that the Americans (hould

become acquainted with their own ftrength. Shci

was apprehenfive, that, as foon as this period ar-

rived, they would no longer fubmit to that mono-

poly of their trade, which to them was highly In-

jurious, but extremely advantageous to the mother

country. In comparifon with the profits of this,

the expence of maintaining armies and fleets to

defend them was trifling. She fought to keep
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them dependent upon her for prote6tion, the beft

plan which could be devifcd for reta-ning them

in peaceable fubjecftion. The: lead appearance of

a military fpirit was therefore to be guarded agiinft,

^nd, although a war then rao;ed, the aifl organizing

a militia was difapproved of by the ininirtry. The
regiments which had been forn-^cd uiider it were

difoanded, and the defence of the province entruibed

to regular troops.

The difputes between the proprietaries and the

people continued in full force, althoMgb a war was

raging on the frontiers. Not even the fenfe of

danger was fufficient to reconcile, for ever fo iliort

a time, their jarring interells. The affembly ftill

infifted upon the juftice of taxing the proprietary

eftates, but the governors conftantly refafed to

give their affent to this mcafure, without wliicK

no bill could pafs into a law. Enraged at the job-<

ftinacy, and what they conceived^ to be unjufl pro-

ceedings of their opponents, the affembly at length

determined to apply to the m.other -country for

relief. A petition was addreffed to the King in

council, ftating the inconveniencies under which

the inhabitants laboured, from the attention of the

proprietaries to their private interefhs, to the ne-

gleft of the general welfare of the community,

and praying for redrefs. Franklin was appointed

to prefent this addrefs, as agent for the province of

Pennfylvania, and departed from America in June

1757. In conformity to the inibuttions which he

had received from the legiflature, he held a ccn-

ference with the proprietaries, who then refiided

in England, and endeavoured to prevail upon them

"to give up the long-contefted point. Finding

jhat they would hearken to no terms of accom-
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modation, he laid his petition before the council

During this time gpvcrnor Denny aflented to a

law impoling a tax, In which no dircrlininatlon

vras made in favour of the eftates of the Penn fa-

mily. They, alarmed at this InteHIgence, and

Franklin's exertions, ufed their utmoil exertions

to prevent the royal fan£lion being given to this

layt^, which they repiefented as highly iniquitous,

*uefigned to throw the burden of fupporting go-

vernment on them, and calculated to produce the

moil ruinous confequences to them and their pc-

ilerity. The caufe was amply difcufled before the

privy council. The Penns found here fome flre-

nuous advociites; nor were there wanting fome

who warmly efpoufed the fide of the people. Af-

ter fome time fpent in debate, a propofal was made,

that Franklin fliould folemnly engage, that the

affeffment of the tax Ihould be fo made, as tha^

the proprietary eftates ihould pay no more than a
due proportion. This he agreed to perform, the

Penn family withdrew their oppofition, and tran-

quility was thus once more reftored to the pro.-

vince.

The mode in which this difpute was terminated

is a ftriking proof of the high opinion entertained

of Franklin's integrity and honour, even by thofe
I

who confidered him as Inimical to their views.

Nor was their confidence ill-founded. The aflelf-

meat was made upon the ftriifleft principles of equi-

ty; and the proprietary eftates bore only a pro-

portionable Ihare of the espences of fupporting

government.

After the completion of this Important bufinefs,|

Franklin remained at the court of Great Britain,.

las agent for the province of Pennfylvania, The



Dr. franklin. 145

cxtenfive knowledge which he pofTefTed of tHc fitu-

ation of the colonies, and the regard which lie

always manifelled for their interefts, occafioncd

his appointment to the fame oface by the colonir-s

of MafTcchufettS, Maryland, and Georgia. His

conduft, in this fituation, was fucli as rendered hini

ilill more dear to his countrymen.

He had now an opportunity of indulging- in the

fociety of thofe friends, whom his merits had pro-

cured him while at a di (lance. The regard which

they had entertained for him was rather encreafed

by a perfonal acquaintance. The oppofition which

had been made to his difcbveries in philofophy

gradually ceafed, and the rewards of leteraiy rne-

yit were abundantly conferred upon him. The
Royal Society of London, which had at iirli: refuf-

ed his performances admiffion into its tranfaftioris,

inovv thought it an honour to rank him among its

[fellows. Other focieties of Europe were equally

^ambitious of calling him a member. The uni-

iverfity of St. Andrew's in Scotland, conferred,

upon him the degree of Doc!lor of Laws. Its ex-

lample was followed by the Univerfitics of Edin-

burgh and of Oxford. His correfpondence was

fought for by the mod eminent Philofophers of Eu-

rope. His letters to thefe abound with true fci-

jnce, delivered in the raoft ftmple unadorned man-

ner.

The province of Canada was at this time in the

poflcflion of the French, who had originally fet-

tled it. The trade with the Indians, for which

its fituation was very convenient, was e^:ceeding-

ly lucrative. The French traders here found a

market for their coniniodities, and received in rc»

turn large quantities of rch furs, wh?/a they dii-

/
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pofed of at a high price in Europe. Whilft the

poffefiion of this country was highly advantageougl

to France, it was a grevious inconvenience to th^

inhabitants of the Britifli colonies. The Indians

were almoft generally defirous to cultivate the

friendfhip of the French, by whom they were abun.

dantly fupplied with arms and ammunition. When-
ever a war happened, the Indians were ready to fall

upon the frontiers : and this they frequently did,

even when Great Britain and France were at peace.

From thefe confiderations, it appeared to be the in-

tereft of Great Britain to gain the poffeffion of Cana-

da. But the importance of fuch an acquifition was

not well underilood in England. Franklin about

this time publifhed his Canada pamphlet, in which

he, in a very forcible manner, pointed out the advan-

tages which would refult from the conquelt of this

province.

An expedition againft it was planned, and the

command given to General Wolfe. His fuccefs

is well knovv'n. At the treaty in 1762, France

ceded Canada to Great Britain, and by her ceflion

of Louifiana, at the fame time relinquifhed all her

polTeffions on the continent of America.

Although Dr. Franklin was now principally oc-

cupied v/ith political parfuits, he found time for

philofophical f^udies. He extended his eleftrical

refearches, and made a variety of experiments,

particularly on the tourmalin. The fingular pro-

jperties which this flone poffeffes of being elecftri-

fied on one fide pofitively, and on the other nega-

tively, by heat alone, without friction, had been butt

lately obferved. i

Some experiments on the cold produced by eva-

poration, made bv Dr. Cv.llcn, had been commu*''
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iiicated to Dr. Franklin by ProfefTor Slrapfon of

tilafgow. Thefe he repeated, and found, that, by

the evaporation of ether in the exhaufted receiver

of an air-pump, fo great a degree of cold was pro-

duced In a fummer's day, that water was converted

into ice. This difcovery he applied to the foiu-

tion of a number of phenomena, particularly a fia-

gular fafk, which philofophers had endeavoured

in vain to account for, viz. that the temperature

of the human body, when in health, never exceeds

96 degrees of Farenheit's thermometer, although

the atmofphere which furrounds it may be heated

to a much greater degree. This he attributed to

the increafed perfpiration, and confequent evaporati-

on produced by the heat.

In a letter to Mr. Small of London, dated in

May 1760, Dr. Franklin makes a number of ob-

fervations, tending to fliew that, in North Ameri-

ca, north-eaft ftorms begin in the fouth-weft parts.

It appears, from actual obfervation, that a north-

eaft ftorm, which extended a confiderable dilxance,

commenced at Philadelphia nearly four hours be-

fore it was felt at Bofton. He endeavoured to

account for this, by fuppofing that, from heat,

fome rarefaftion takes place about the Gulph of

Mexico, that the air further north being cooler

irufhes in, and is fuccceded by the cooler and denfer

air ftill further north, and that thus a continued

Current is at length produced.

The tone produced by rubbing the brim of a

drinking glafs with a wet finger had been gene-

rally known. A Mr. Puckeridge, an Irifhman,

by placing on a table a number of glaffes of dif-

ferent fizes, and tuning them by partly filling them

with water, endeavoured to form an inilrumen'::
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capable of playing tunes. He was prevented b)

an untimely end, from bringing his invention to

any degree of perfeftiori. After his death fome

inniprovements were made upon his plan. The
fvveetnefs of the tones induced Dr. Franklin to make
a variety of cxpeiiments; and he at length formed

that elegant inllrument, which he has tailed the

^rmonica.

In the fummer of 1762 he returned to Ame-
rica. On his pafTage lie obferved the hngular ef-

fect produced by the agitation of a veflel, contain-

ing oil floating on water. The furface of the oil

remains fmooth add andifturbed, whilll the water

is agitated with the utmoft commotion. No fatif-

faftory explanation of this appearance has, we be-!

lieve, ever been given.

Dr. Franklin received the thanks of the affem-

bly of Pennfylvania, ** as well for the faithful dif-

charge of his duty to that province in particular,

as for the many and important fervices done to

America in general, during his refidcnce in Great

Britain." A compenfation of 5000I. Pennfylva-

nia currency, was alfo decreed him for his fervices

during lix years.

During his abfence he had been annually eleft-

ed member of the aflembly. Oh his return to

Pennfylvania he again took his feat in this body,

imd continued a Heady defender of the liberties of

the people.

In December 1762,3 circumftance which cauf-

ed great alarm in the province took place. A
number of Indians had rehded in the county of

Lancailcr, and conduced themfelvcs uniformly as

friends to the white inhabitants. Repeated de-

•iircdatinnF: on the frontierfc iiad exafperated tlt^-
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inhabitants to fuch a degree, that they determined
:on revenge upon every Indian. A number of per-

ibns, to the amount of 120, principally inhabitants
-of Donnegal and Peckilang or Paxton townfhips,
in the county of York, aflembled; and, mounted
on horfeback, proceeded to the fettlement of thefe

harmlefs and defencelefs Indians, vvhofe number
had now reduced to about twenty. The Indians
received intelligence of the attack which was in-

tended againfl them, but difbelieved it. Confi-
dering the white people as their friends, they ap-
prehended no danger from them. When '

the
party arrived at the Indian fettlement, they found
only fome women and children, and a few old
men, the reft being abfent at work. They mur-
dered all whom they found, and amongft others

the chief Shahaes, who had been always diftinguifh-

ed for his friendfliip to the whites. This bloody
deed excited much indignation in the well-difpofed

part of the community.

The remainder of thefe unfortunate Indians,

who, by abfence, had efcaped the mafiacre, were
conduced to Lancafter, and lodged in the gaol,
as a place of fecurity. The governor iffued a pro-
clamation expreffing the ftrongeft difapprobation

of the adion, offering a reward for the difcovery

jof the perpetrators of the deed, and prohibiting

all injuries to the peaceable Indians in future.

But, notwithilanding this, a party of the fame men
fliortly after marched to Lancafter, broke open
the gaol, and inhumanly butchered the innocent
ilndians who had been placed there for {ccuvky.
Another proclamation vs-as iffued, but had no ef-

fcd, A detachment marched down to Pliiladc!.

K
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phia, for the exprefs piirpofe of murdering feme

friendly Indians, who had been removed to the ci-

ty for fafety. A number of the citizens armed in

their defence. The Quakers, whofe principles are

oppofed to fighting, even in their own defence,

were moil aftive upon this occafion. The rioters

came to Germantown. The governor fled for fafe-

ty to the honfe of Dr. Franklin, who, with fome

others, advanced to meet the Paxton boys, as they

were called, and had influence enough to prevail

upon them to relinquifli their undertaking, and

return to their homes.

The difputes between the proprietan'ts and the

aflfembly, which, for a time, had fubfjded, were

again revived. The proprietaries were dilTatisfied

with the concefTions made in favour of the people,

and made great ftruggles to recover the privilege

of exempting their eftates from taxation, which

they had been inducec to give up.

In 1763 the affembly pafled a militia bill, to

which the governor refufed to give his aflent, un-

lefs ,the affembly would agree to certain amend-

ments whiqh he propofed. Thefe confifted in in-

creafmg the fines, and, in fonie cafes, fubftituting

death for fines. He wiflied too that the officers

fhould- be appointed altogether by himfelf, and

not be, naminated by the people, as the bill had

propofed. Thefe amendments the aflenibly coe-

fidered as inconfiftent with the fpirit of liberty.

They would not adopt them; the governor was-

obfl:inate, and the bill was loft.

Thefe, and various other circumftances, increaf-

ed the uneafmefs which fubfifted between the pro-

prietaries and the affembly, to fuch a degree, that,

in 1764, a petition to the King was agreed to by the
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iioule, praying an alteration from ?i proprietary to a
regal government. Great oppofition was made to
this meafure, not only in the houfe but in the public
prints. A fpeech of Mr. Dickenfon, on the fub-
jeft, was publifhed, with a preface by Dr. Smith
in which great pains were taken to fnew the im!
propriety and impolicy of this proceeding. A
fpeech of Mr. Galloway, in reply to Mr. Dicken-
fon, was publiihed, accompained with a preface by
Dr. Franklin; in which he ably oppofed the prin-

ciples laid down in the preface to Mr. Dickenfon'c-

fpeech. This application to the throne produced
no effed. The proprietaiy government was itill

continued.

At. the ele^lion for a new afTembly, in the fall

of 1764, the friends of the proprietaries made great

exertions to exclude thofe of the adverfe party, and
obtained a fmall majority in the City of Philadelphia,

Franklin now lofl his feat i-i the houfe, which he
had held for fourteen years. On the meeting of
the affembly, it appeared that there was ftill a de-
cided majority of Franklin's friends. He wa? im-
mediately appointed provincial agent, to the great
chagrin of his enemies, who made a folemn proteft

againft his appointment ; which was refufed ad-

miflion upon the minutes, as being tinprecedented.

It was, however, publidied in the papers, and pro-

duced a fpirited reply from him, juft before his de-

parture for England.

The diftufbances produced in America by Mr.
Grenvill's ftamp-aft, and the oppoiition made to
it are well kno\Vn. Under the Marquis of Rock^-
ingham's adminiftration, it appeared expedient to

endeavour to calm the minds of the coloniUs ; and
K i

•
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the repeal of the odious tax was contemplated.

Amonc.ll other means of colleaing information

on the dlfpofitlon of the people to fabmit to it,

Dr. Franklin was called to the bar of the houfe of

commons. The examination which he here un-

derwent was pubha^ed, apd contains a ftriking

proof of the extent and accuracy of his informa-

tion, and the facility with which he communica-

ted his fentiments„ He reprefented fads in fo ftrong

a point of view, that the Inexpediency of the aCt

muft have appeared clear to every unprejudiced

mind. The ad, after fome oppofition, was lepeal-

ed, about a year after it was en.aed, and before

it had ever been carried into execution.

In the year 1766, be made a v.fit to Holland

and Germany, and received the S'-^eft marks of

attention from men of Science. In his paffage

throucrh Holland, he leamed from the watermen the

effea'which a diminution of the quantity of water

in canals has, in impeding the progrefs of boats.

Upon his retnrn to England, he was led to make a

number of experiments; all of which tended to

confirm the obfervatlon. Thefe, with an explana-

tlon of the phenomenon, he communicated in a let-

ter to his friend, Sir John Piingle, which is contain-

ed in the volume, of his phllofophical pieces.

In the following year he travelled into France,

where he met with no lefs favourable reception

than he had experienced in Germany. He was

introduced to a number pf hterary charaders, and

to the King, Louis XV.
r-ir ^.

Several letteis written by Hutchinfon,^ Ohvei,

^nd others, to pcrfons in eminent ftations in Great

Britain, came into the hands of Dr. Franklin.^

Thefe contained the moP. violent invedives
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sgainil the leading charaders of t'.ie flate of MaiTa-

chufetts, and ilrenuoully advifed the profecutioii

of vigorous meafures, to compel the people to

obedience to the meafures of the miniin-y. Tliefe

he tranfmitted to the legiflature, by whom they

were pLibliflied. Attelled copies of them were

fent to Great Britain, with an addrefs, praying the

king to difcharge from office perfons who had ren-

dered themfelves fo obnoxious to the people, and who
had fnewn themfelves fo unfriendly to their interefts.

The publication of thefe letters produced a duel

between Mr. Whately and Mr. Temple; each of

whom was fufpecled of having been inftrumental

in procuring them. To prevent any further dif-

putcs on this fwbjecl:, Dr. Franklin, in one of the

public papers, declared that he had fent them to

America, but would give no inform.ation concern-

hig the manner in which he had obtained them ;

nor was this ever difcovered.

Shortly after, the petition of the MaiTachufetts

aflfembly was taken up for examination, before the

privy council. Dr. Franklin attended, as agent

for the aiTembly ; and here a torrent of the mod
violent and unwarranted abafe was poured uporl

him by the folicitor-general, Wedderburne, whd
was engaged as council for Oliver and Hutchin-

fon. The petition was declared to be fcandalous

and ve::;atious, and the prayer of it refufed.

Although the parliament of Great Britain had

repealed the ft?.mp-ad, it was only upon the prin-

ciple of expediency. They ftill infilled upon
their right to tax the colonies; and, at the fame

time that the ftamp-a6l was repealed, an acl wa-?

paffed, declaring the right of parliament to bind

Ihe colonies in all cafes whatfocver. This'lanor-jae"
IT
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was ufed even by the moft ftrenuous oppofers of

the ftamp-aft ; and, amongft others, by Mr. Pitt.

This right was never recognized by the colonifts ;

but, as they flattered themfekes that it would not

be exercifed, they were not very aftive in remon-

ilrating againfl: it. Had this pretended right been

fuffered to remain dormant, the colonifts would

cheerfully have furnilhed their quota of fupplies,

in the mode to which they had been accullomed ;

that is, by atls of their own afiemblies, in confe-

quence of requifitions from the fecretary of flate.

If this praftice had been purfued, fuch was the

difpofition of the colonies towards the mother

country, that, notwithftanding the difadvantages

under which they laboured, from reftraints upon

their trade, calculated folely for the benefit of the

Commercial and manufafturing interelis of Great

Britain, a feparation of the two countries might

have been a far diftant event. The Americans,

from their earlieft infancy, were taught to vene-

rate a people from whom they were defcended

;

whofe language, laws, and manners, were the fame

as their own. They looked up to them as models

of perfe6^ion; and, in their prejudiced minds, the

moft enlightened nations of Europe were confider-

ed as almoft barbarians, in comparifon with En-

gliftimen. The name of an Engliftiman convey-

ed to an American the idea of every thing good

and great. Such fentiments inftilled into theni

in early life, what but a repetition of unjnft treat-

ment could have induced them to entertain the

moft diftant thought of feparation I The duties

on glafs, paper, leather, painter's colours, tea, &c.

the dlsfranchiferaent of fome of the colonies: the

obftru6lion to the meafures of the legiflature in
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others, by the King's governors ; the contemptuous

treaLaieuL ot their hunfible remonftrances, itating

their grievances and praying a redrefs of them,

and other violent and oppreffive meafureSj at length

excited an ardent fpirit of oppofition. Inilead of

endeavouring to allay this by a more lenient con-

dud, the miniftry feemed refolutely bent upon re-

<^acin<^ the culon'es to the moft flavifh obedience

to their decrees. But this tended only to aggra-

vate. Vain were all the efforts made ufe of to

prevail apon them to lay afide their dehgns, to

convince tl^.em of the iiripoffibility of carrying

them into effect, and of the mifchievous conle-

quences which mull enlue from a continuence of

the attempt. They pe; fevered, with a degree of

inflexibility fcarcely paralleled.

The advantages which Great Britain derived

from her colonies were fo great, that nothing but

a degree of infatuation, little ftiort of madnefs?

could have produced a continuance of meafures

calculated to keep up a fpirit of uneafinefs, which

might occafion the {lighted wifh for a feparation.

When we confider the great improvements in the

fcience of government, the general diffufion of

the principles of liberty amongil the people of

Europe, the effeds which thefe have already pro-

duced in France, and the probable confequences

which will refult from them elfewhere, all of which

are the offspring of the American revolution, it

cannot but appear ftrange, that events of fo great

moment to the happinefs of mankind, fhould have

been ultimately occafioned by the wickednefs or

ignorance of a Britiih miniftry.

Dr. Franklin left nothing untried to prevail

upon the miniftry to confent to a change of mea°
K +
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fures. In private converfations, and in letters t6

perfons in government, he continually expatiated i|

upon the impolicy and injuftice of their conduft
towards America; and Ihited, that, notwithlland-
ing the attachment of the colonifts to the mother
country, a repetition of ill treatment muft ulti-

mately alienate their affeftions. They liftened

not to his advice. They bHndly perfevered in

their own fchemes, and kft to the colonills no a].-

ternative, but oppofition or unconditional fubmif-

fion. The latter accorded not with the principles

Of freedom, which they had been taught to re^^ere.

To the former they were compelled, though reluc-

tantly, to have recourfe.

Dr. Franklin, finding all efforts to reftcre har-
mony between Great Britain and her colonies ufe-

lefs, returned to America in the year 1775; juft

after the commencement of hoftilities. The day-

after hh return he was eie6^ed by the legiHature

of Pennfylvania a Member of Congrefs. Not long
after his election a committee was appointed, con-
lifting of Mr. Lynch, Mr. Harrifon, and himfelf,

to vifit the Camp at Cambridge, and in conjunc-
'

tion with the commander in chief, to endeavour
to convince the troops, whofe term of enlidment
was about to expire, of the necefiity of their con-

tinuing in the field, and pcrfevering in the caufe of

their country.

In the fall of the fame year he vifited Canada,
to endeavour to unite tliem in the common caufe

of liberty ; but they could not be prevailed upon
to oppofe the meafures of the Britifa Government.
M. Le Roy, in a letter annexed to Abbe Fauchet's

eulogium of Dr. Franklin, ftates that the ill fuccefs

of thi^^ regocialion was ocrafioned;. in a great de-
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<^ree, b^v' religious anirnofities, which fubfiilc!.! be-

bveen the Canadians and their neighbours, fome

of whom had at different times burnt their cha-

pels.

When Lord Howe came to America, in 1776,

vcftcd with power to treat with the coloniiH. a

correfpondence took place between him and Dr.

Franklin, on the fuhjecl: of a reconciliation. Dr.

Franklin was afterwards appointed, together with

John Adams and Edward P^utlcdge, to wdt upon

the commiffioners, in order to learn the extent of

their power. Thefe were found to be only to

grant pardons upon fnbmifiion. Thefe were termr.

which would not be accepted ; and the obje^r'. of

the commifTioncrs could not be obtained.

The m.omentous quedion of Independence wa'^

fhortly after brought into view, at a time when

tlfi^iieets and armies, which were fent to enforce

obedience, were truly formidable. "With an ar-

my, numerous indeed, but ignorant of difcipline,

and entirely unfkilled m the art of war, without

money, without a fleet, without allies, and with

nothing but the love of liberty to fupport them,

the colonics determined to feparate from a coun-

try, from which they had experienced a repetition

of injury and infult. In this queftion. Dr. Frank-

lin was decidedly in favour of the meafure propof-

ed, and had great influence in bringing over others

to his fentlments-

The public mind had been pretty fully prepared

for this event, by Mr. P^ine's celebrated pamphlet.

Common Senfe. There is good reafon to believe

that Dr. Franklin had no Inconfider^ible faare, at

lead, in furniining materials for this work.
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In the convention whicH aiTembled at Philadelr

phia in 1776, for the purpofe of eftablifhing a new

form of government for the Hate of Penfylvania,

Dr. Franklin was chofen prelident. The late con-

llitution of this ilate, which was the refult of their

deliberations, may be confidered as a digeil of his

principles of government. The fmgle legidature,

and the plural executive, feem to have been his

favourite tenets.

In the hitter end of 1776, Dr. Franklin was ap-

pointed to afiill in the negociatlons which had been

let on foot by Silas Deane at the court of France.

A conviction of the advantages of a commercial

intercourfe with America, and a defire of weaken-

ing the Britifh empire by difmembering it, firft in-

duced the French court to lilien to propofals of an

alliance. But they fhewed rather a reludance to

the meafure, which, by Dr. Franklin's addrefsjjjjd

particularly by the fuccefs of the American "Bros

againft general Burgoyne, was at length over-

come; and in February 1778, a treaty of alliance,

ofFenfive and defenfive, was concluded ; in confc-

qiience of which France became involved in the

war with Great Britain.

Perhaps no perfon could have been found, more

capable of rendering effential fervices to the United

States at the court of France, than Dr. Franklin.

He was well known as a philofopher, and his cha-

rafter was held in the higheft eflimation. He was

received with the greateft marks of refpe£l by all

the literary chara6lers ; and this refped was ex-

tended amongft all claffes of men. His perfonal

influence was heace very confiderable. To the

effects of this were added thofe of various perform-

ances which he publifiied, tending to ellabhfh thg.
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credit and charafler of the United States. To his

exertions in this way, may, in no fniall degree be

afcribed the fuccefs of the loar;s negociated in Hol-

land and France, which greatly contributed to bring-

ing the war to a happy conclufion.

The repeated ill fuccefs of their arms, and more

particularly the capture of Cornwallis and his army

at length convinced the Britifh nation of the impof-

fibility of reducing the Americans to fubjt6lion„

The trading intereit particularly became very cla-

morous for peace. The miniftry were unable longer

to oppofe their wifhes. Provifionial articles of peace

were agreed to, and figned at Paris on the 30th of

November, 1782, by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, Mr.

Jay, and Mr. Laurens, on the part of the United

States; and by Mr. Ofwald on the part of Great

Britain. Thefe formed the bafis of the dihnitive

tlH|b-, which was concluded the 30th of September

17"^, and fjgned by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and

Mr. Jay, on the one part, and by Mr. David Hartley

on the other.

On the 3d of April 1783, a treaty of amity and

commerce, between the United States and Sweden,

was concluded at Paris, by Dr. Franklin and the

Count Von Krutz,

A fimilar treaty with Prufila was concluded iii

1785, not long before Dr. Franklin's departure from

Europe.

Dr. Franklin did not fuffer his political purfuits

to engrofs his whole attention. Some of his per-

formances made their appearance in Paris. The ob-

ject of thefe was generally the promotion of indullry

and ceconomy.

In the year 1784, when animal magnetifm made

great noife in ^tbe world, particularly at Parisj it
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was thouglit a matter of fuch importance, that the

Kmg appointed commiffioners to examine into the

fonndatioiL pf this pretended fcience. Dr. Frank-

lin was one' of the number. After a fair and dili-

gent examination, in the courfe of which Mefmcr

repeated a number of- experiments, in the prefence

of the commifiioners, ""'fome of which were tried

upori themfelves, they determined that it was a

mere trick, intended to impofe upon the ignorant

and credulous—Mefmer was thus Interrupted in

his career to wealtli and fn-ne, and a mo't infolent

attempt to impofe upon the human underRanding

bafil.ed.

The im^portant ends of Dr. Franklin's milTioii

being completed by the eftablKhment of American

Independence, and the infirmities of age and difeafe

coming upon him, he became defirous of returning

to his native country. Up:>n application ^^JjJKM-

grefs to be recalled, Mr. JefFerfon was app^Ppd
to fucceed him, In 1785. Sometim-e In September

of the fame year, Dr. Franklin arrived In Philadel-

phia. He was fnortly after chofen member of the

"fupreme executive council for the city ; and foon

after was elefted prefident of the fame.

When a Convention was called to meet In Phi-

ladelphia, in 17S7, for the pnrpofe of giving more

energy to the government of the union, by revlnng

and amending the articles of confederation. Dr.

Franklin was appointed a delegate from the State

of Pennfylvania. lie figned the Conftltutlon which

they, propofed for the union, and gave it the mod
unequivocal marks of his approbation.

A foclety of political enquiries, of which Dr*

Franklin svas Prefident, was eftablifhed about this

period. The meetings were held at his houfe.

—
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Two or three effays read in the focicty were publi'.h-

cd. It did not long continue.

In the year 1787, two locieties were edabh filed

in Pliiladelphia, founded on principles of the moll:

liberal and refined humanity

—

The Philaddphia So-

ciety for alleviating the niifiries cf public prijons ; and

the Pennfyhania Society for promoting the iiholition

of Jlavcry, the relief of free negroes unla^iuly held

in bondage, and the improvement of the condition cj the

African race. Of each of thefe Dr. Franklin was

preiident. The labours of thefe bodies have been

crowned with great fuccefs ; and they continue

to profecute, with unwearied diligence, the lauda-

ble defigns for which they were ei\abh(hed.

Dr. Franklin's incteafmg infirmities prevented

his regular attendance at the council-chamber
|

and, ill 1788, he retired wholly from public Hfe.

His conllitution had been a remarkably good

one. He had been little fubjedl to difeafe, except

an attack of the gout occafionally, until the year

1781, when he was firll attacked with the fymp-

toms of the calculous complaint, which continued

during his life. During the intervals of pain from

this grievous difeafe, he fpent many cheerful hours,

converfmg in the moll agreeable and inftruftive

manner. His faculties were entirely unimpaired,

even to -the hour of his death.

His name, as prefident of the Abolition Society,

was hgned to the memorial prefented to the Houfe

of Reprefentatives of the United States, on the

1 2th of February 17S9, praying them to exert the

full extent of power vefted in them by the confli-

tution, in difcouraging the trafFx of the human

fpecies. This was his lail public act. In the de-

baies to which this memorial gave rife, feveral at=
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tempts were made to juftify the trade. In the Fe=

deral Gazette of March 25th there appeared ari

eiTay, figned Hiftoriciis, written by Dr. Franklin,

in which he communicated a fpeech, faid to have

been deKveied in the Divan of Algiers in 1687,

in , oppofition to the prayer of the petition of a

fe6l called Erikut or purifts, for the abolition of

piracy and fiavery. This pretended African fpeech

was an excellent parody of one delivered by Mr«

Jackfon of Georgia. All the arguments urged in

favour of negro flavery, are applied with equal force

to juftify the plundering and enflaving the Europe-

ans. It affords, at the fame time, a demonftration

of the futility of the arguments in defence of the

Have trade, and of the ftrength of mind and inge-

nuity of the author, at his advanced period of life^

It furnifhed too a no Icfs convincing proof of his

power of imitating the ftyle of other times ^fed

nations, than his celebrated parable againft per-

fecution. And as the latter led many to fearch the

fcriptures with a view to find it, fo the former cauf-

ed many perfons to fearch the book-ftores and

libraries, for the work from which it was faid to be

.extra(f^ed.*

In the beginning of April following, he was at-

tacked with a fever and complaint of his breaft,

which terminated his cxiftence. The follovi'ing

account ofhis laft illnefs was written by his friend and

phyfician, Dr. Jones.

" The ftone, with which he had been afHifted

for feveral years, had for the laft twelve months

confined him chiefly to his bed ; and during the

extreme painful paroxyfims, he was obliged to take

Wge dofes of laudanum to mitigate his tortures-—

^ This fpeech will befctind In the 'volume of Effays,.
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ftill, in the intervals of pain, he not only amufed

himfelf with reading and converfing with his family,

and a few friends who vifited him, but as often em-

ployed in doing bulinefs of a pnblic as well as private

nature, with various perfons who waited on him for

that purpofe ; and in every inftance difplayed, not on-

ly that readtnefs and difpofition of doing good, which

was the diilinguifhed chara6teriftlc of his life, but the

fulleft and cleareft poffeffion of his uncommon mental

abiHties ; and not unfrequently indulged himfelf in

iho^cjeux d' efpr'tt and entertaining anecdotes, which

were the delight of all who heard him.

" About fixteen days before his death, he was

feized with a feverifh indifpofition, without any par-

ticular fymptoms attending it, till the third or fourth

day, when he complained of pain in his left breail,

which increafed till it became extremely acute, at-

tended with a cough and laborious breathing. Du-

ring this ftate, when the feverity of his pains fome-

times drew forth a groan of complaint, he would ob-

ferve—that he was afraid he did not bear them as he

ought—acknowledged his greatful fenfe of the many

Meffings he had received from that Supreme Being,

who had raifed him from fmall and low beginnings to

fuch high rank and confideration among men—and

made no doubt but his prefent afflicflions were kindly

intended to wean him from a world, in which he was

no longer fit to a6l the part affigned him. In this

frame of body and mind he contined till five days be-

fore his death, when his pain and difficulty of breath-

ing entirely left him, and his family were flattering

themfelves with the hopes of his recovery, when an

impofthumation, which had formed itfelf in his lungs,

fuddenly burft, and difcharged a great quantity ot

matter, which he continued to throw up while he had
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ilrength to do it ; but, as that failed, the organs of

rerpiiation became giadually oppreffed—a calm le-

thargic ftate fucceeded, and, on the 17th of April,

1 790, about eleven o'clock at night, he quietly expir-

ed, clofing a long and ufeful life of eighty four years

and three months.

** It may not be amifs to add to the above account,

that Dr. Fianklin, in the year 1735, had a fevere

pleurify, wliich terminated in an abfcefs of the left

lobe of his lungs, and he was then almoft fufFocated

with the quantity and fuddennefs of the difcharge.

A ftCOnd attackofa rmilllar nature happened fome years

after this, from which he foon recovered, and did

not appear to fufter any Inconvenience in his refpira-'

tion from thefe difeafes."

The foHowing Epitaph on himfelf, was written hy \

him many years previous to his death :

THE BODY
of

Benjamin Franklin, Printer,

( Like the cover of an old Book,

Its contents torn out.

And ftrlpt of Its lettering and gilding)

Lies heie, food for worms ;

Yet the work itfelf (hall not be loft.

For it will (as he believed) appear once more.

In a new

And more beautiful edition

Corrected and Amended
by

•Jfae Author.
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Extracts from the hjl Will and TedameAt of

Dr. Franklin.

WITH regard to my Books, thofe I had in France,

and thofe I left in Philadelphia, being now affembled

together here, and a catalogue made of them, it is my

intention to difpofe of the fame as follows :

' My Hiftory of the Academy of Sciences, in fixty or

feventy volumes cuarto, I give to the philofophical fo-

ciety of Philadelphia, of which I have the honour to be

prefident. My colle6lion in folio of Les Arts iy Les

Metiers y I give to the philofophical fociety , eftablifhed

in New-England, of which I am a member. My
.quarto edition of the fame Arts and Metiers^ I give

to the Library Company of Philadelphia. Such and -

fomanyofmybooksas I fli all mark, in the faid cata-

logue, with the name" of my grandfon, Benjamin

Fmnkhn Bache, I do hereby give to him
:^
and fuch

and fo many of my books as I fliallnaark in the faid

catalogue with the name of my grandfon William

Bache, I do hereby give to him : and fuch as faall be

marked with the name of Jonathan Williams, t here-

by give to my coufin of that name. The refiduc

and remainder of all my books, manufcripts and pa-

pers I do give to my grandfon William Temple

Franklin. My /hare in the library company of Phi-

ladelphia I give to my grandfon Benjamin^ Franklin

Bache, confiding that he will permit his brothers

and fillers to (hare in the ufe of it.

'
I was born in Bodon, New-England, and owe

my firtl inftruaions in literature to the free gram-

m-lr-fchools ellablilhed there. I therefore give

one hundred pounds (lerling to my ' executors, to

be by them, the furvivofs ojl furvivor of themj

paid ovsr to the managers or directors of the fr^s

• L
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ichools in ir.y native town of Boflon, to be by theiv,

or the peiTon or peifons who fnall have the fiipcv

intendanc-^ and manar^ement of the f?a'd fchoolsj

...-, put out to intereil, and fo continr.ed at intereft for

ever ; which intereil annually fhali be laid out in

filver medals, and given as honorary rewards annuf

rJliy by the diredors of the faid free fchools, for tHe

encouragement of fchoIanTdp in the faid fchools,

belonging to the faid town, in fnch manner as to

the difcretion of the fele6t men of the faid town fnali*

feem meet.

Oi^.t;.,of the falary that may remrin due tO' me,

as prefident^of the flate, T give the fiim of two

,, thoufand pounds to my executors, to be by them,

,A#he farvivors or furvivor of them, paid over to fuch

perfon or perfons as the legiflature of this flate, by

an a6l of afTembly, fliall appoint to receive the fame,

in trnfl, to be employed far making the Schuylkill

navigable.

During the number of years I was in bafmefs as

a ftationer, printer, and poilmaiter, a great many
fmall fums became due to me, for books, adver?

tifcments, poftage of letters, and other matters,

v/hich were not collecled, when, in 1757. I wa'5

fent by 'the alTcimbly to England as their agent—

-

?in'1, by fubfequent appointments continued there

till 1775—when, on my return, I was immediate-

ly engaged in the aiTairs of congrefs, and fent to

France in 1776, wliere I remained nine years', not

returning till 1785; and tl)e faid debts not being'

i

.1 •. /- • ni^
In a manner obfolete, yet are nevertheiefs juill

due—Thefe, as they, are flated in my great folio

lesrer, E, I bequeath to the contributors of the

Pennfylrania hofpital; hoping that thofe debtor&j
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l\A

TO THE liATI

u

REV. SIR:
UA, ////-tTf'*^

/

Jl received your kind letter, witli youy ck^

cellent advice to the United States, which I read

with great pleafare, and hope It will be duly re-

garded. Such writings, though they may be

Lhtlv paired over by ir.any readers, yet,..if .they

make^ deep impreiTion on one aftive mind m .a

hundred, the effefts may be confiderable.'

Permit me to mention one httle iufiance, whici:-,

thou-h it relates to myfelf, will not be quite unln,

tereftino- to vou. When I was a boy, I met with

a hook'' entitled, - Effays to do good," which
^1

think was written by your father. It haa been, lo

. 1-htle regarded by a former poITeiTor, that feverat

fc/esofit were torn out; but the remainder gave

, mc fuch a turn of thinking, .as to have an inf^Licncc

^ on my condud througli life : for I have al'.va;,

;

{ot a greater value on the charaaer of a -doer o,

good, than any other kind of reputation
;^

and >r

J have been, as yoi-, feem to think, a ufefni citi-

zen, the pubhc owes the advantage cf it to th-.r

book. ., , r . • ;'
You mention your being m your fcventy-eig.rta

year. I am in my feventy-ninth. We are grown

old together. It is now more than Hxtv years

l^nce I left Boaon ; but I remember well both you|

father .and grandfather, having heard them both

"

luloit? and feen them in their houfts. Them 4?.e;p

lart time t. fiv^ father was :a the I



^ ESSAYS.
of 1724, when I viiited him after my firft trip ia

Pennfylvania : he received me in his library ; and
oil my taking leave, fhevved me a fhorter way out

oT-.the houfe, through^ a nanov^' pafTage, which was

croffed by a beam over head. We were Hill talk-

ing as I withdrew, he accompanying me behind^

and I turning partly towards him, when he faid

}nilih/, <' Stoop Stoop !'» I did not undeiftand

him till I felt my head hit againU the beam. He
was a man who never miffed any occafion of giv-

ing inftrudion ; and upon this he faid to me : ** You
are young, and have the world before you : {loop

as you go through it, and you will mifs many
hard thumps." This advice, thus beat into my
heart, has frequently been of ufe to me ; and I of-

ten think of it, when I fee pride mortified, and

misfortunes brought upon people by their carrying

their heads too hiffh.o
I long much to fee again my native place.; and

once hoped to lay my bones there. I left it in

1723. Ivifiteditin 1733, 1743, 1753* and 1763;
and in 1773 I was in England. In 1775 I had a

fight of itj but could not entcv, it being in poffef-

fion of the enemy;' I did hope to have been there

in 1783, but could not obtairi my difmiffion fi-om

this employment here ; and nsw I fear I fhall ne-

ver have that happinefs. My bell wifhes howe-
ver attend my dear countiy, *' efio perpetua,*' It

is now bleffed with an excellent coaltitution ; may
it laft for ever !

.,
This powerful monarchy continues its friend-

^ip for the United States. It is a friendlhip of

the utmoft importance to our fecurity, and fnoukl

\)e carefully cultivated. Britain has not yet weli

jligefted the lofs of its dpminions over us ; and ha^
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ilill at times fomc flattering hopes of recovering it.

Accidents may increafe thofe hopes, and encou-

rage dangerous attempts. A breach between us

•arid France would infallibly bring the Englifh again

upon our backs: and yet we have fome wild beafts

among our countrymen, who are endeavouring to

weaken that connexion.

Let us preferve our reputation, by performing

our engagements ; our credit by fulfilling our con-

trafts ; and our friends by gratitude and kindnefs
;

for we know not how foon we may again have occa-

fion for all of them.

With great and fincere efteem,

I have the honour to be,

Reverend Sir,

Your mod obedient and

mod humble fervant,

Fa[fy, May 12, j B. FRANKLIN.
'1784. 3

T H E W H I S T L E.

w
A TRUE srORT.

WRITTEN TO HIS NEPHEW..

HEN I was a child, at feven years old, my
friends on a holiday, filled my pocket with cop-

pers, I went diredly to a fhop where they fold

toys for children ; and being charmed with the

found of a auhlftle, that I met by the way iii

the hands of another boy. I voluntarily cfFexed

A
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him all my money for one. I then came home^

and went whifthng all over the hc/ufe, much pleaf-

ed with my whijlh, but difturbing all the family.

My brothers, and fifters, and coufins, underftand-

ing the bargain I had made, told me I had given

four times as much for it as it was worth. This

put me in mind what good things I might have

bought with the reft of my mon^y ; and they laugh-

ed at me fo much for ray folly, that I cried with

vexation j and the refiedion gave me more chagrin

than the 'iuhi/lle gave me pleafure.

This however was afterwards of ufe to me, the

impreffion continuing on my mind : fo that often,

when I was tempted to buy fome unnecefTary thing,

I faid to myfelf, Don't give too much for the whiflle ;

and fo I faved my money.

As I grew up, came into the world, and obferved

the actions of men, I thought I met with many,

very many, who gave too much for the 'wh'ijlle.

When I favv any one too ambitious of court fa-

vours, facrificing his time in attendance on levees,

his repofe, his hberty, his virtue, and perhaps his

friends to attain it, I have faid to myfelf, This man

gives too much for his ivhiflle.

When I faw another fond of popularity, con-

{lantly employing himfelf in political buftles, ne-

alefting his own affairs, and ruining them by that

negletl : He pays indeedf fays J, too much for his

%uhij}!e,

if I knew a mifer, who gave up every kind of

comfortable living, all the pleafure of doing good

to others, all the etleem of his fellow citizens, and

the joys of benevolent frienddilp, for the fake of

accumulating wealth: Poor man, fays I, you do vi-

deed pay too muchfor your 'whijllc.
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When I meet a man of plcafure, iacrifici

«very laudable improvement of the mind, or of hi

fortune, to mere corporeal fenfations; Mijlaken

man, fays I, you are providing pain for yourfelf, in-

Jlead of pleafure : you give too much for your auhif-

tle.

If I fee one fond of fine clothes, fine furniture,

fine equipages, all above his fortune, for which he

contrads debts, and ends his career in pvifon

;

Jhis, fays I, he has paid dear, very dear, for his

zvhijle.

When I fee a beautiful, fweet-tempered girl,

married to an ill-natured brute of a hafband :

If^hat a pity it is, fays I, that Jhe has paid fo much

for a ivhijile.

In (hort, I conceive that great part of the mi-

feries of mankind were brought upon them by the

falfe eftimates they had made of the value of

things, and by their giving too m.uch for thefr

nvhijlks.

—<..<..< .<-i^^^». >>••>—

.

A P E T I T I O N '
* .

ro THOSE WHO HAVE THE SUPilR-
INTENDENCr OF EDUCATION. '

J[ i^DDRESS myfelf to all the friends of youth,

and conjure them to direct their compaflionatc

regards to my unhappy fate, in order to remove

the prejudices of which I am the vittim. There

are" twin fillers of us: and the two eyes of man do

.•iot more refemble, nor are capable of being upcin

vA 2
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better terms with each other, than my filler and

myfelf, were it not for the partiality of our parents,

who make the moll injurious di{lin£iions between

us. From my infancy I have been led to confide

r

my filler as a being of a more elevated rank. I was

fuffered to grow up without the lead inllrudion,

while nothing was fpared in her education. She

had mafters to teach her writing, drawing, mufic,

and other accomplifiiments; but if by chance I

touched a pencil, a pen, or a needle, I was bitterly

rebuked ; and more than once I have been beaten •

for being aukward, and wanting a graceful man-

ner. It is true, my filler affociated m.e with her

upon fome occafions; but fiie always made a point

of taking the lead, calling upon me only from ne-

cefTity, or to figure by her fide.

But conceive not, Sirs, that my complaints are
J|

inillgated merely by vanity—No; my uneafinefs^

is occafioned by one obje(?i: much more ferious. It

is the practice In our family, that the whole bufi-

nefs of providing for its fubfiftence falls upon my
fifler and myfelf. If any Indifpofition fnould at-

tack my filler—and I mention it In confidence,

upon this occafion, that fhe is fubjetl to the gout,

the rheumatlfm and cramp, without making men-

tion of other accidents—what would be the fate of

cur poor family: Mud- not the regret of our pa-

rents be excellive, at having placed fo great a dif-

ference between fillers who are fo perfe>5lly equal?

Alas! we muil perilh from dillrefs: for it would

not be In my power even to fcrawl.^ fuppUant pe-

tition for relief, having been obliged tn employ

the hand of another in tranfcribing the requefl.

ivhich I have no«' the honour to prefer to you.

Condefcend, Sirs, to make m.y parents fenfibic
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of the irijUilice of an exclufive tendernefs, and of

the necefilty of diftrlbuting their care and affedlion

among all their children equally.

I am, with a profound reipeft.

Sirs,

Your obedient fervant,

THE LEFT HAND.

—^<.<..<..<^-i^» •>•>>—

»

THE

HANDSOME and DEFORMED LEG.

T HERE are two forts of people in the world,

w^ho with equal degrees of health and wealth, and

the other comforts of life, becomes the one hap-

^ py, and the other miferable. This arifes very much

from the different views in which they confider

things, perfons, and events ; and the effeft of thofe

different views upon their own minds.

In whatever fituation men can be placed, they may

find conveniencies and inconveniencies: in whatever

company, they may find perfons and converfation

more or lefs pleafing : at vvhatev^r table, they may

meet with meats and drinks of better and worfe

tafte, diflies better and worfe drefled : in whatever

climate they will find good and bad weather:, un-

der whatever government, they may find good ?.nd

bad laws, and good and bad adminidration of thofe

laws : in whatever poem, or work of genius, they

may fee faults and heauiies : in almofc every face,

and every perfon, they may difcover fine features

and defeats, good and bad qualities.
, ^j.

A 3
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Under thefe circumftances, the two forts of peo

pie above-mentioned, fix their attention, thofe who

are difpofed to be happy, on the conveniences of

things, the pleafant parts of converfation, the well

dreffed difhes, the goodnefs of the wines, the fine

weather, &c. and enjoy all with cheerfulnefsc

'JPhofe who are to be unhappy, think and fpeak

only of the contraries. Hence they are continu-

ally difcontented themfelves, and, by their remarksj

four the pleafures of fociety ; offend perfonally ma-

ny people, and make themfdves every where difa-

greeable. If this .turn of mind was founded in

nature, fuch unhappy perfons would be the more

to he pitied. But as the difpofition to criticife,

and to be difgufted, is perhaps, taken up origi-

nally by imitation, and is, unawares, grown into

a habit, which, though at prefent llrong, may ne-

verthelefs be cured, when thofe who have it are *

convinced of its bad effefts on their felicity ; I

hope this little admonition may be of fervice to

them, and put them on changing a habit, which*

though in the exercife it is chiefly an aft of ima-

gination, yet has ferious confequences in life, as

it brings on real griefs arid misfortunes. For as

rnany are offended by, and nobody loves this fort

ui people ; no one fhews them more than the moll

common civility and refpeft, and fcarcely that

;

and this frequently puts them out of humour, and

tlraws them into difputes and contentions. If they

aim at obtaining fome advantage in rank or for-

tune, nobody wifhes them fuccefs, or will ftir a

ilep, or fpeak a word to favour their prctcnfions.

If they incur public cenfure or difgrace, no one

wilt defend or excufe, and many join to aggravate

f}ieir mifcondufb, and render them completely odi-
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ous : If thsie people will not cLange this bad

habit, and condefcend to be pleaied with what is

pleafing, without fretting themfelves and others

about the contraries, it is good for others to avoid

an acquaintance with them ; which is always dif-

agreeable, and fometimes very inconvenient, efpe-

cially when one finds one's felf entangled in their

quarrels.

An old philofophical friend of mine was grown,

from experience, very cautious in this particular,

and carefully avoided any intimacy with fuch peo-

ple. He had, like other phllofophers, a thermo-

meter to Diew him the heat of the weather ; and

a barometer, to mark when it was likely to prove

good or bad ; but there being no inftrument in-

vented to difcover, at firft fight, this unpleafing

difpofitlon in a perfon, he, for that purpofe, made

ufc of his legs ; one of which was remarkably

handfome, the other, by fome accident, crooked

and deformed. If a ibanger, at the firft interview,

recrarded his ugly leg more than his handfome one,

he doubted him. If he fpoke of it, and took no

notice of the handfome leg, that was fufficient to

determine my phllofopher to have no further ac-

quaintance with him. Every body has not this

two legged inftrument ; but every one, with a lit-

tle attention, may obferve figns of that carping^

fault-firtdirig difpofition, and take the fame refolu.

tion of avoiding the acquaintance of thofe infedled

with it. I therefore advife thofe critical, queru-

lous, difcontented, unhappy people* that if they

wa{h to be refpeded and beloved by others, and

happy in themfelves, they fhould leave off looking at

iljj ifgly leg.

A 4
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CONVERSATION
OF A

COMPANT of EPHEMERM;
WITH THE SOLILOQUY OF ONE ADVANCED IN AGE.

ro MADAME BRILLIANT,

Y O U may remember, my dear friend, that

when we lately fpent that happy day, in

the delightful garden and fweet foclety of the

Moulin Jolyy I ftopt a little in one of our walks, and
flaid feme time behind the company. We had
been fhewn numberlefs flielctons of a kind of lit-

tle fly, called an Ephemeras, whofe fucceflive ge-

nerations, we were told, were bred and expired

within the day. I happened to fee a living com-
pany of them on a leaf, who appeared to be engag-
ed in converfation^ You know I underftand all ^

the inferior animal tongues : my too great appli-

cation to the ftudy of them, is the beft excufe I

can give for the little progrefs I have made in your
charming language. I Hftened through curiofity

to the difcourfe of thefe little creatures; but as

they, in their natural vivacity, fpoke three or four

together, I could make but little of their conver-

fation. I found, however, by fome broken expref-

ilons that I heard now and then, they were difput-

ing warmly on the merit of two foreign rauficians,

the one a coufint the other a mufcheto ; m which
difpute they fpent their time, feemingly as regard-

cfs of the fliortnefs of life a« if they had been fure
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of living a month. Happy people, thought I, yoa

live certainly under a wife, juft, and mild govern-

ment, fmce you have no public grievances to com-

plain of, nor any fubjedl of contention, but the

perfections or IraperfeCtlons of foreign mufic. I

turned my head from them to an old grey-headed

one, who was fingle on another leaf, and talking

to himfelf. Being amufed with his foliloquy, I put

it down In writing, in hopes it will likewlfe amiifc!

her to whom I am fo much indebted for the moil

pleafing of all amufements, her delicious company,

and heavenly harmony.

" It was," fays he, " the opinion of learned phi-

lofophers of our race, who lived and flourifhed long-

before my time, that this vail world the Moulin jfo-

ly could not itfelf fubfift more than eighteen hours:

and I thiak there was fome foundation for that

opinion; fmce, by the apparent motion of the great

luminary, that gives life to all nature, and whicii

in my time has evidently declined confidcrably

towards the ocean at the end of our earth, It mu'l

the^n fialfh its courfe, be extlnguiflied In the waters

that furround us, and leave the world in cold and

darknefs, neceflarlly producing univerfal death arid

deilruilrblon. I have lived feven of thofe hours; a.

great age, being no lefs than 4.20 minutes of time..

How very few of us continue fo long ! I have feeti

generations born, flourI(h, and expire, .My pre-

fent friends are the children and grand-children of

the friends of my youth, who are now, alas, nu-

more ! And I muft foon follow them ; for, by

the courfe of nature, though ftlll la health, I can-

not expe£l to live above feven or eight minutes

longer. What now avails all my toil and labour,^

in amailing honey-dew on this leaf, which I c.v.n-
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not live to enjoy ! What the political flruggles I

have been engaged in, for the good of my com-

patriot Inhabitants of this bufh, or my phllofophl-

fal lluules, for the benefit of our race in general 1

for in politics (what can laws do without morals?)

our prefent race of Ephemeras will In a courfe of

minutes become corrupt, like thofe of other and

older bufhes, and confequently as wretched : Aud
in phllofophy how fmali our progrefs! Alas! art

Is long and Hfe is iTrort! My friends would com-

fort me with the idea of a name, they fay, I ftiall

leave behind me; and they tell me I have lived

long enough to nature and to glory. But what

will fame be to an Ephemerae who no longer exifts?

and what will become of all hiftory in the eigh-

teenth hour, when the world itfelf, even the whole'

Moulin Jolyy flialt come to Its end, and be buried-

in unlverfal ruin ?"

To me, after all my eager purfults, no folid plea-

fures now remain, but the refle6lion of a long life

fpcnt in meaning well, the fenfible con^rfation of

a few good lady Ephemeras, and now and then a-

kind fmile and a tune from the ever amiable Bril-

liant.

B. FRANKLIN.

C- —< < •< •«^f^»">">->—

>

MOP^ALS OF CHESS.

P LAYING at chefs is the mod ancient and';'

mod unlverfal game known among men; for

vis oilginal is beyond the memory of hiftory, and



ESSAYS. 19

it has, for numberlefs ages, been the amufement

of all the civilized nations of Afia, the Perfians,

the Indians, and the Chinefe. Europe has had it

above a thoufand years ; the Spaniards have fpread

it over their part of America, and it begins lately

to make its appearance in thefe ftates. It is fo in-

terefling in itfelf, as to not need the view of gain

to induce engaging in it ; and thence it is never

played for money. Thofe, therefore, who have

leifure for fuch diverfio;is, cannot find one that i^

more innocent ; and the following piece, written

with a view to corre£l (among a few young friends)

fome little improprieties in the prailice of it, fhews.,

at the fame time, that it may, in its effefts on the

mind, be not merely innocent, but advantageous, to

the vanquifhed as well as the vi(ftor.

THE game of chefs is not merely an idle amufe-

ment. Several valuable qualities of the mind, ufe-

ful in the courfe of human life, are to be acquired

or ftrengthened by it, fo as to become habits, rea-

dy on all occafions. For life is a kind of chefs, in

which we have often points to gain, and. competi-

tors or adverfaries to contend with, and in v/hich

there is a vail variety of good and ill events, that

are, in fome degree, the effefts of prudence or the

want of it. By playing at chefs, then, we may
learn,

I. Forefightt which looks a little into futurity,

and confiders the confequences that may attend au

aflion : for it is continually occurring to the play-

er, ** If I move this piece, what vrill be the ad-

vantage of m.y new fituation ? What ufe can my
adverfary make of it to annoy me ? What other

moves can I make to fuppart it, and to defend my-

fclf from his attacks V •

, .
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IL Clrcumfpediony which furveys the whole

chefs-board, or icene of aftion, the relations of the

fevsral pieces an J fituations, the dangers they are

refpedivcly expofed to, the feveral poffibilities of

their aiding each othei , the piobabiHties that the

adverfary may take this or that move, and attack

this or the other piece, and what different meang

can be ufed to avoid his flroke, or turn its confe-

qaences againit hirn.

III. Gaiition^ not to make our moves too hafti-

ly. This habit is bell acquired by obferving

ilrii^ly the laws of the game, fuch as, '^ If you

"touch a piece, you muft move it fomewhere

;

** if you fct is down, you muft let it fland ;" and

it is therefore beli that thefe rules (hould be ob-

ferved, as the game thereby becomes more the

image of human life, and particularly of war

;

in which, if you have incautioufly put you»'fel£

into a bad and dangerous pofition, you cannot ob-

tain your eneiTiy's leave to withdraw your troops,

and place them m,ore fccurely, but you muft abide

all the confequences of your rafhnefs.

And, lalUy, we learn by chefs the habit of not

being difcouraged by prefent bad appearances in the

Jlate of our affairs, the habit of hoping for a fa-

vourable change, and that of perfevering in the

fearch of refources. The game is fo full of events,

there is fuch a variety of turns in it, the fortune of

it is fo fubje<?l: 'o fudden viciffitudes, and one fo

frequently, after long contemplation, difcovers the

means of extricating onefelf from a fuppofed infur-

mountable difliculty, that one is encouraged to

continue the conteit to the lad, in hopes of viffo-

vy by our own flvill, or at lealt of giving a ftalc

mate, by the neoflijTence of our adverfavv. And
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whoever confiders, what in chefs he often fees in-

ftances of, that particular pieces of fuccefs are apt

to produce prefumption. and its conftquent inat-

tention, by which the lofs may be recovered, will

learn not to be too much difcouraged by the pre-

fent fuccefs of his adverfary, nor to defpair of final

good fortune, upon every little check he receives in

the purfuit of it.

That we may, therefore, be induced more frer

quently to choofe this beneficial amufement, in

preference to oiihers, which are not attended v/ith

the fame advantages, every civcumftance which

may encreafs the pleafures of it ihould be regard-

ed ; and every action or word that is unfair,' difre-

fpectful, or that in any way may give uneafinefs,

fiiould be avoided, as contrary to the immediate

intention of both the players, which is to pafs the

time agreeably.

Therefore, firH:, if it is agreed to play accord-

ing to the drift rules; thsn thofe rules are to be

exactly obferved by both parties, and (hould not

be infifted on for one fide, v/hile deviated from by

the other—for this is not equitable.

Secondly, If it is agreed not to obferve the rules

exaftly, but one party demands indulgences, he

fhould then be as willing to allow them to the

other.

Thirdly, no falfe move fiiould ever be made to

extricate yourfelf out of a diSculty, or to gain an

advantage. There can be no pleafure in playing

with a perfon once detected in fach unfair pracLice,

Fourthly, if your adverfary is long in playing,

you ought not to hurry him, or exprefs-any unea-

lii'tefs at his delay. You (hould not fing, nor whi

,tle, nor look at your watch, nor take up a book
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read, nor make a tapping with your feet on thtf

floor, or with your fingers on the table, nor do any

thing that may difturb his attention. For all thefe

things difpleafe, and they do not (how your ilvill in

playing, but your craftinefs or your rudenefs.

Fifthly, You ought not to endeavour to amufe

and deceive your adverfary, by pretending to

have made bad moves, and faying that you have now
loft the game, in order to make him fecure and care-

lefs, and inattentive to your fchemes ; for this is fraud

and deceit, npt fl<:Ill in the game.

Sixthly, You muft not, when you have gained

a vidory, ufe any triumphing or infulting expref-

(ion, nor fliow too much pleafure ; but endeavour

to confole your adverfary, and make him lefs dlffa-

tisfied with himfclf, by every kind of civil expref-

fion that may be ufed with truth, fuch as, '* You
'* underftand the game better than I, but you are

*' a little inattentive ;'' or, "You play too faft ;'*

or, ** you had the bcil of the game, but fomething
'* happened to diveit your thoughts, and that turned

** it in my favour."

Seventhly, If you are a fpe<R;ator while others

play, obferve the mod perfe£t filence. For if you

give advice, you offend both parties ; him againil

whom you give it, becaufe it may caufe the lofs

of his game ; him in whofe favour you give it, be-

caufe, though it be good and he follows it, he lof-

cs the pleafure he might have had, if you had per-

mitted him to think until it had occurred to him-

felf. Even after a move, or moves, you muft not,

by replacing the pieces, (how how it might have

been placed better : for that dlfpleafes, and may
pccafion difputes and doubts about their true fitu-

iidon. All talking to the players leficns or diver^.^
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.tHeir attention, and is therefore unpleaiing. Nof

(hould you give the kail hint to either party, by

any kind of noife or motion. If you do, yoa are

unworthy to be a fpeAator. If you have a mind

to exerclfe or (hew your judgment, do it in play-

ing your own game, when you have an opportunity,

not in criticifing, or meddling with, or counfelling

the play of others.

Laftly, If the game is not to be played rigorouf-

•iy, according to the rules above mentioned, then

moderate your defire of vidory over your adveria-

ry, and be pleafed with one over yourfelf. Snatch

not eagerly at every advantage offered by his un-

fl<ilfulnefs or inattention ; but point out to him

kindly, that by fnch a move he places or leaves a

piece in danger and unfupported ; that by another

he will put his King in a perilous fituation, Sec.

By this generous civility (fo oppofite to the un-

fairnefs above forbidden) you may, indeed, happen

to lofe the game to your opponent, but you will

vvin what is better, his elleem, his refped, and his

affedion ; together with the filent approbation and

good-will of impartial fpedators.

—=.<••< •<-<*|<-^>

THE JRT OF PROCURING PLEASANT
DREAMS.

A
INSCRIBED TO MISS * * *

Being written at her requejl.

S a great part of our life is fpent in (leepj

during which we have fometimes pleafiagj

and fometimes painful dream'?, it becomes of foi^e
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confequence to obtain the otie kind, and avoid the

other ; for, whether real or imaginary, pain is

pain, and pleafure is pleafure. If we can fleep

without dreaming, it is well that paninful dreams

are avoided. If, while we fleep, \vt can have any

pleafing dreams, it is, as the French fay, /ujii gagne^

fo much added to the pleafure of life.

To this end it is, in the firft place, neceffary to

be careful in preferving health, by due exercife*

and great temperance ; for, in ficknefs, the ima^

gination is diflurbed ; and difagreeable, fometimes

terrible, ideas are apt to prefent themfclves. Ex-

ercife fhould precede meals, not immediately fol-

low them : the firft promotes, the latter, unlefs

moderate, obftrucls digeflion. If, after exercifc,

we feed fparingly, the digeftion will be eafy and

good, the body lightfome, the temper cheerful,

and all the animal fun6lions performed agreeably.

Sleep, when it follows, will be natural and undif-

tuibed. While indolence, with full feeding, oc-

cafion nightmares and horrors inexpreflible : we

fall from precipices, are affaulted by wild bcafts,

murderers, and demons, and experience every va-

riety of diilrefs. Obferve, however, that the quan-

tities of food and exercife are relative things : thofe

who move much may, and indeed ought to eat more ;

thofe who ufe little exercife, fliould cat little. In ge-

neral, mankind, fincc the improvement of cookery,

eat about twice as much as nature requires. Sup-

pers are not bad, if we have not dined ; but reft-

lefs nights naturally follow hearty fuppers, after

full dinners. Indeed, as there Is a difference in

conftitutions, fome reft well after thefe meals ; it

cofts them only a frightful dream , and an apoplexy,

after which they fleep till doomfday. Nothing li
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more common in the newfpapers, than inftances of

people, \vhci> after eating a hearty fupper, are found

dead a-bed in the morning.

Another means of preferving health, to be at-

tended to, Is the having a conllant fupply of frefli

air in your bed-chamber. It has been a g^reat

milfake, the fleeping in rooms exadly clofed, and

in beds furrounded by curtains. No outward air,

that may come Into you, is fo unwholfome as the

unchanged air, often breathed, of a clofe cham-

ber. As boiling water does not grow hotter by

longer boiling, If the particles that receive greater

heat can efcape; fo living bodies do not putrify,

if the particles, as faft as they become putrid, can

be thrown off. Nature expels them by the pores

of the llvin and lungs, and in a free open air, they

are carried off; but, in a clofe room, we receive

them again and again, though they become more

and more corrupt. A number of perfons crowded

into a fmall room, thus fpoll the air in a few mi-

nutes, and even render It mortal, as in the Black

Hole a;t Calcutta. A finglc perfon isfaid to fpoil

only a gallon of air per minute, and therefore re-

quires a longer time to fpoil a chamber-full; but it

is done, however, in proportion, and many putrid

diforders hence have their origin. It is recorded

of Methufalem, who, being the longell liver, may

be fuppofed to have beft preferved his heakh, that

he flept always in the open air ; for, when he had

lived five hundred years, an angel fald to him i

" Arife, Methufalem; and build thee an houfe,

** for thou flialt live yet five hundred years longer.''"

"But Methufalem anfwered and fald: " If I am to

** live but five hundred years longer, it is not
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«« worth while to build me an houfe—I will fleep-

*"«
in the air as I have been ufed to do.'" Phyfici-

ans, after having for ages contended that the fick

flioold not be indulged with fre(h air, have at length

difcovered that it may do them good. It is there-

fore %n be hoped that they may in time difcover like-

wife that it is not hurtful to thofe who are in health;

and that we may be then cured o^ the aerophobia

that at prefent diftreffes weak minds, aad make

them choofe to be ilifled and poifoned, rather than

leave open the windows of a bed-chamber, or put

down the glafs of a coach.

Confined air, when faturated with perfpirablc

matter*, wilt not receive more; and that matter

mart: remain in our bodies, and occafion difeafes:

but it gives fome previous notice of its being a-

bour to be- huitful, by producing certain uneafi-

ncffes, flight indeed at firft, fuch as, with regard-

to the lungs, is a trifling fenfation, and to the

pores of the fldn a kind of reftleflhefs wh'ich is dif-

ficuh to defcribe, and few that feel it know the

caufe of it. But we may recoUeft, that fometimes,

on waking in the night, we have, if warmly co-

vered, found it difficult to get afleep again. We
turn often without finding repofe in any pofition.

This figgettincfs, to ufe a vulgar expreffion for

want of a better, is occafioned wholly by an un-

epifmefs in the fliin, owing to the retention of the

perfpirable matter—the bed clothes having re-

ceived their quantity, and, being faturated, refuf-

ing to take any more. To become fenfible of this

^* What phyfictans call the perfpirable matter, is that va-

pour ivhich pa[fes ojffrom our bodies y from the lungs, and

through the pores ofthejhin. The quantity of this isfaid
to hejive-eighths ofivhat ive eat.
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by an experiment, let a perfon keep his pofition in

the bed, but throw ofF the bed-clothes, and fuffer

frefh air to approach the part uncovered of his

body ; he will then feel that part fuddenly rcfiedi*

ed ; for the air will immediately relieve the flvin,

by receiving, licking up, and carrying off, the load
of perfpirable matter that incommoded it. For
every portion of cool air that approaches the warm
ilvin, in receiving its part of that vapour, receives

therewith a degree of heat, that rarities and ren-

ders it lighter, when it will be piidied away, with,

its burthen by cooler, and therefore heavier frefii

air; which, for a moment, fupplies its place, and
then, being likewife changed, and warmed, gives

way to a fucceeding quantity. This is the order of

nature, to prevent animals being infefted by their

own perfpiration. He will now be fenfible of
the difference between the part expofed to the

air, and that which, remaining funk in the bed,

denies the air accefs : for this part now manifeftfi

its uneafmefs more diftini^ly by the comparifon,

and the feat of the uneafmefs is more plainly per^

ceived, than when the whole furface of the boviy wa?
afiecled by it.

Here then. Is one great and general caufe of un-
pleafing dreams. For when the body is uneafy^

the mind will be difturbed by it, and difagreeable

ideas of various kinds, will, in fieep, be the natural

confequences. The remedies^ preventative, and
curative, follow :

I. By eating moderately, (as before advifed for

health's fake) lefs perfpirable matter is produced in

a given time ; hence the bed clothes receive it

longer before they are faturated ; and we may^
B z.
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therefore, deep longer, before we are made uneafy

by their refiifing to receive any more.

2. By ufing thinner and more porous bed-clothes,

which will fuffer the perfpirable matter more eafily

to pafs through them, we are lefs incommoded, fuch

being longer tolerable.

3. When you are awakened by this uncafinefs,

and find you cannot eafily fleep again, get out of

bed, beat up and turn your pillow, fhake the bed-

clothes well, with at leaft twenty fliakes, then

throw the bed open, and leave it to ccol; in the

meanwhile, continuing undreft, walk about your

chamber, till your fl<in has had time to difcharge

its load, which it will do fooner as the air may be

drier and colder. When you begin to feel the

cold air unpleafant, then return to your bed ;
and

you will foon fall alleep, and your flecp will be

fweet and pleafant. All the fcenes prefented to"

your fancy, will be of the pleafing kind. I am

often as agreeably entertained with them, as by the. l

fcenery of an opera. If you happen to be too in-
]

dolent to get out of bed, you may, inftead of it,

lift up your bed-clothes with one arm and leg, fo

as to draw in a good deal of frefh air, and, by

letting them fall, force it out again. This, repeated

twenty times, will fo clear them of the perfpirable

matter they have imbibed, as to permit your fleeping

well for fome time afterwards. But this latter me-

thod is not equal to the former.

Thofc who do not love trouble, and can afford

to have two beds, will find great luxury in rifing,

when they wake in a hot bead, and going into the

cool one. Such fhifting of beds would alfo be of

great f^rvice to perfons ill of a fever, as it refrefli-

fs and frequently procure.* fleep. A very large
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bed, that will admit a removal fo diftant from the
firft fituation as to be cool and fweet, may ia a
degree anfwer the fame end.

One or two obfervations more will conclude this

little piece. Care muft be taken, when you lie

down, to difpofe your pillow fo as to fuit your man-
ner of placing your head, and to be perfedly eafy

;

then place your limbs fo as not to bear inconveni=

ently hard upon one another, as, for inftance, the

joints of your ancles ; for though a bad pofition

may at firfl. give but little pain, and be hardly

noticed, yet a continuence will render it lefs tole-

rable, and the uneahnefs may come on while you
are afleep, and difturb your imagination.

Thefe are the rules of the art. But though they
will generally prove effedual in producing the end
intended, there is a cafe in which the mod punc-
tual obfervance of them will be totally fruitlefs. I

need not mention the cafe to you my dear friend ;

but my account of the art would be imperfeft

without it. The cafe is, when the perfon who de-

fires to have pleafant dreams has not taken care to

preferve, what is neceflary above all things,

A GOOD CONSCIENCE,

B 3
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ADVICE TO A YOUNG TRADESMAN.

WRITTEN ANNO 174^'

"To my Frkad A. E.

^'' As you have defired it of me, I write thefollowing hints

.

'* which have been offervice to mcy and may, if ohferveds

be fo to you,

XvEMEMBER that time is money. He that

can earn ten (hillings a day by his labour,

and goes abroad, or fits idle one half of that day,

though he fpends but fixpence during his diverfi-

on or idlenefs, ought not to reckon that the only

expence ; he has really fpent, or rather thrown

away» five (hillings befides.

Remember that credit is money. If a man lets

his money he in my hands after it is due, he gives

me the intereft, or fo much as I can make of it

during that time. This amounts to a confidera.

ble fum when a man has good and large credit, and

inakes good ufe of it.

Remember that money is of a prolific genera-

ting nature. Money can beget money, and its

offspring can beget more, and fo on. Five {hil-

lings turned is fix ; turned again, it is feven and

th'ee pence; and fo on till it becomes an hun-

dred pounds. The more there is of it, the more

it produces, every turning, fo that the profits rife

quicker and quicker. He that kills a breeding

fow, deftroys all her offspring to the thoufandth

generaiioR, He that murders a crown, deftroys

I
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•aH that it might have produced, even fcores of

pounds.

Remember that fix pounds a year is but a groat

a day. For this Httle fum, which may be daily

wafted either in time or expence, unperceived,

a man of credit may, on his own fecurity, have the

conftant poffeflion and ufe of an hundred pounds.

So much in ftock, brifldy turned by an induftrious

man, produces great advantage.

Remember this faying, " The good paymafter

is lord of another man's purfe." Ke that is known
to pay pundlually and exaftly to the time he pro-

mifes, may at any time, and on any occafion,

raife all the money his friends can fp;ire. This is

fometimes of great ufe. After indullry and fru-

gality, nothing contributes more to the raifing of

a young man in the world, than punduality and

jullice in all his dealings: therefore never keep

borrowed money an hour beyond the time you

promifed, left a difappointment fhut up your friend's

purfe for ever.

The moft trifling adions that effe6l a man's

credit are to be regarded. The found of your

hammer at five in the morning, or nine at night,

heard by a creditor, makes him eafy fix months

longer ; out if he fees you at a billiard table, or

hears your voice at a tavern, when you fhould be

at work, he fends for his money the next day ; de-

mands it before he can receive it in a, lump.

It fiiews, befides, that you are mindful of what

you owe ; it makes you appear a careful, as well

as an honeft man, and that ftill increafes your credit.

Beware of thinking all your own that you pof-

fefe, and of living accordingly. It is a miftak©

B4
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that many people who have credit fall into. To
prevent this keep an exadl account, for fome time,

both of your expenfes and your income. If you

take the pains at firfl to mention particulars, it

will have this good effeft
;
you will difcover how

wonderfully fmall trifling expences mount up to

large fums, and will difcern what might have been,

and may for the future be faved, without occafioning

any great inconvenience.

In fhort, the way to wealth, if you defire it, is

as plain as the way to market. It depends chiefly

on two words, indujlry and frugality ; that is,

wade neither time nor money, but make the beil

life of both. Without indullry and frugali-

ty nothing will do, and with them every thing.

He that gets ail he can honellly, and faves all he

gets, (neccffary expences excepted) will certainly

become rich— if that Being who governs the world,

to whom all fliould look for a blefiing on their ho-

ned endeavours, doth not, in his wife providence,

otherwife determine.

An old tradesman,

NECESSART HINTS TO THOSE THAT

WOULD BE RICH.

WRITTEN ANNO I736,

X HE ufe of money is all the advantage tjiere

is in having money.
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For fix pounds a year you may have the ufe of

GXie hundred pounds, provided you are a man of

known prudence and honefty.

He that fpends a groat a day idly, fpends idly

above fix pounds a year, which is the price for the

ufe of one hundred pounds.

He that wades idly a groat's worth of hi^ time

per day, one day with another, waftes the privilege

of ufmg one hundred pounds each day.

He that idly lofes five fliillings worth of time,

lofes five (hillings, and might as prudently throw five

(hillings into the fea.

He that lofes five (hillings, not only lofes that fum,

but all the advantage that might be made by turning

it in dealing, which, by the time that a young man be-

comes old, will amount to a confidcrable fum ofmoney.

Again: he that fells upon credit, aflcs a price

for what he fells equivalent to the principal and

interefl of his money for the time he is to be kept

out of it ; therefore, he that buys upon credit^

pays intereft for what he buys ; and he that pays

ready money, might let that money out to ufe : fo

that he that pofles any thing he has bought, pays

Intereft for the ufe of it.

Yet, in buying goods, it is beft to pay ready

money, becaufe, he that fells upon credit, expe6ls to

lofe five per cent, by bad debts ; therefore he char-

ges, on all he fells upon credit, an advance that fhall

make up that deficiency.

Thofe who pay for what they buy upon credit,

pay their (hare of this advance.

He that pays ready money, efcapes, or may efcape^

that charge.

^ Penny fav^d is tivo -pence clear ;

A pin a day '^ a groat a year.
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rHE WAT TO MAKE MONET PLENTT
IN EVERT MANs POCKET.

A T this time, when the general complaint is

that—" money is fcarce," it will be an act of
kindnefs to inform the moneylefs how they may-

reinforce their pockets. .1 will acquaint them with
the true lecret of money-catching—the certain

way to fill empty purfes—and how to keep them
always full. Two fimple rules, well obferved, will

do the bufinefs.

Firft, let honefty and induftry be thy conftant

companions ; and,

Secondly, fpend one penny lefs than thy clear

gains.

Then (hall thy hide-bound pocket fooa begin
to thrive, and will never again cry with the emp-
ty belly ache : neither will creditors infiilt thee,

nor want opprefs, nor hunger bite, nor nakednefs
freeze thee. The whole hemifphere will fliine

brighter, and pleafure fpring up in every corner of
thy heart. Now, therefore, embrace thgfe rules

and be happy. Banifli the bleak winds of forrow
from thy mind, and live independent. Then (halt

thoLi be a man, and not hide thy face at the ap-
proach of the rich, nor fuffer the pain of feeling
little when the fons of fortune walk at thy right
hand: for independency, whether with little or
much, is good fortune, and placeth thee on even
ground with the proudefl of the golden iieece. Oh
then, be wife, and let indulby \Yalk with thee
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in the morning, and attend thee until thou

reached the evening hour for reft. Let honelly

be as the breath of thy foal, and never forget to

have a penny, when ail thy expences are enume-

rated and paid: then ftialt thou reach the point of

happinefs, and independence fnall be thy ihield

and buckler, thy helmet and crown; then fliall

thy foul walk upright, nor ftocD to the filkeu

wretch becaufe he hath riches, nor pocket an

abufe becaufe the hand which offers it wears a ring

fet with diamondi.

AN CECONOMICAL PROJECT.

{xl tranjiatlon of this Letter appeared In one ofik Daily

Papers of Paris about the Tear 1784. The following k

the Original Piece, ivith foizs Additions and Ccrredions

made in it by the Jiithar.~\

To the i^UTHORS cf the Journal.

MESSIEURS.

J_ OU often entertain us with accounts of new

difcoveries. Permit me to communicate to

the public, through your paper, one that has late-

ly been made by myfelf, and which I conceive may

be of great utility.

I was the other everung in a grand coaipany,
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XYhei-e the new lamp of MefTrs. Quinquet and
Lange was introduced, and much admired for its
fplt-Rdor; but a general enquiry was made, whe-
ther the oil it confumed, was not in proportion
to the light it afforded, in which cafe there would
be no faving in the ufe of it. No one prefent
could fatisfy us in that point, which all agreed
ought to be known, it being a very defirable thing
to leffen, if poffible, the expence of lighting our
apartments, when every other article of family ex-
pence was fo much augmented.

I was pleafed to fee this general concern for ce-
conomy; for I love ceconomy exceedingly.

I went home, and to bed, three or four hours af-
ter midnight, with my head full of the fubjeft. An
accidental fudden noife waked me about fix in the
morning, when I was furprifed to find my room
filled with light; and I imagined at firft, that a
number of thofe lamps had been brought into it:
bat, rubbing my eyes, I perceived the light came
in at the windou-s. I got up and looked out to fee
what might be che occai}on of it, when I faw the
fun jufl rifing above the horizon, from whence he
poured his rays plentifully into my chamber, my
domeftic having negligently omitted the preceding
evening to clofe the fhutters.

I looked at my watch, which goes very well, and
found that it was but fix o'clock : and flill think-
ing it fomething extraordinary that the fun fhould
rife fo early, I looked into the almanack; where
I found It to be the hour given for his rifing on
that day. I looked forward too, and found he
was to rife ftill earlier every day till towards the
end of June; and that at no time in the year he
retarded his rifing fo long as till eight o'cloek.
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Your readers, who with me have never feen any

figns of funfhine before noon, and feldom regard

the aftronomical part of the almanack, will be as

much aftoniflied as I was, when they hear of his

rifing fo early ; and efpeclally when I affare them,

that hz gives light as foon as he rifes. I am con-

vinced of this. I am certain of the faft. One

cannot be more certain of any h6i. I faw it with

my own eyes. And having repeated this obfervation

the three following mornings, I found always pre-

cifely the fame refult.

Yet fo it happens, that when I fpeak of this dif-

covery to others, I can eafily perceive by their

countenances, though they forbear exprefiing it

in words, that they do not quite believe m.e.

One indeed, who is a learned natural philofophci,

has affurcd me that I muft certainly be millaken

as to the circumftance of the light coming into

my room : for it being well knovvn, as he fays,

that there could be no light abroad at that hour,

it follows that noiie could enter from without ;

and that of confequence, my windows being acci-

dentally left open, inllead of letting in tlie light,

had only ferved to let out the dai knefs : and he

ufed many ingenious arguments to ftew me how I

might, by that means, have been deceived. I own

that he puzzled me a little, but he did not fatisfy

me ; and the fcibfequent obfervations I made, as

above mentioned, confirmed me in my firft opi-

nion.

This event has given rife, in my mind, to feve-

ral fcrious and important refleclions. I coiifidered

that, if I had not been awakened fo early in the

morning, I (hould have flept fix hours longer by

the light of the fun, and in exchange have liv?d
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fix hours the following night by candle light ; and
the latter being a much more expenfive light than
the former, my love of ccconomy induced me to
iTiufter up what little arithmetic I was mafter of,

and to make fome calculations, which I fhall give

you, after obferv:ng, that utility -is, in my opinion,

the teO: of value in matters of invention, and
that a difcovery which can be applied to no ufe,

or is no" good for fomething, is good for nothing.

I took for the bafis of my calculation the fuppo-

fition that there are 100,000 families in Paris>

and that thefe families confume in the night half

a pound of bougies, or candles, per hour. I

think this is a moderate allowance, taking one fa-

mily with another; for though I believe fome
confume lefs, I know that many confume a great

deal more. Then eilimating feven hours per day,

as the medium quantity between the time of the

fun's rlfing and ours, he rifing during the fix fol-

lowing months from fix to eight hours before noon,,

and there being feven hours ofcourfe per night in

which we burn candles, the account will Hand
thus

—

In the fix months between the twen-

tieth of March and the twentieth of
September, there are Nights 1 8^

Hours of each night in which we burn

tandlcs - - _ _ .
y

ivfultiplication gives for the total number
of hours .... 1^281

Thefe [,28 i hours multiplied by
JOC,ooo, the number of inhabitants,

g'^'e - - - _ 128,100,000
One hundred twenty eight millions



ESSAYS. 59

and one hundred thoufand hours,

fpcnt at Paris by candle-light,

which, at half a pound of wax

and tallow per hour, gives the

weicrht of - - - - - - 64,050,00®

Sixty-Four millions and fifty thou-

fand of-^ounds, whicli, eftimat-

ing the whole at the medium price

of thirty fols the pound, makes

the fum of ninety-fix millions

and feventy-five thoufand livres

tournois 06,075,000

An immenfe fum ! that the city of Paris mic:ht

fave every year, by the oeconomy of ufing fanfnine

inftead of candles.

If it fhould be faid, that the people are apt to

he obftinately attached to old cuftoms, and that it

will be diiScult to induce them to rife before noon,

confequentlv my difcovery can be of little ufe ; I

anfwer, Nil defperarJum, I believe all who have

common fenfe, as foon as they have learnt from this

paper that it is dav-light when the fun rifes, will

contrive to rife with him ; and, to compel the reft,

I would propofe the following regulations :

Fir ft. Let a tax be laid of a louis per window,

an every window that is provided with fh utters to

keep out the light of the fun.

Second. Let the fame falutary operation of po-

lice be made ufe of to prevent our burning can-

dles, that incHned us laft winter to be m.ore Geco-

Komlcal in burning wood ; that is, let guards be

placed in the fhops of the wax and tallow chand--

Icrs, and no family be permitted to be fupphed with"

more than one pound of candles per week.

Third. Let guards be pofted to ftop all thr.
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coadies, &c. that would pafs the ftrcets after run-fct;

except thofe of phyficians, furgeons and midvvives.

Fourth. Every morning, as foon as the fun lifes,

let all the bells in every church be fet ringfinir •

and if that is not fuffieient, let cannon be fired in

every ftreet, and wake the (luggards effedually,

and make them open their eyes to fee their true

intereft.

All the difficidty will be in the fir ft two or three

days
; after which the reformation will be as na-

tural and cafy as the prefent irregularity: for, ce

fCeJl que le premier pas qui coiite. Oblige a man
to rife at four in the moining, and it is more than

probable he fhall go willingly to bed at eight in

the evening ; and, having had eight hours fleep, he

will rife rnoe willfngly at four the morning fol-

lowing. But this fum of ninety-fix millions and
fcventy-five thoufand livrcs is not the whole of what
may be faved by my oeconomical projeft. You
may obferve, that I have calculated upon only one
hcjf of the year, and much may be faved in the other,"

though the days are fhorter. Befidcs, the immenfe
flock of wax and- tallow left unconfumed during
the fummer, will probably m.ake candles much
cheaper for the enfuing winter, and continue cheap-

er as long as the propofed reformation fhall be fup-

ported.

For the great benefit of this difcovery, thus free-

ly communicated and beftowed by me on the pub-
lic, I demand neither place, penfion, exclufive pri-

vilege, nor any other reward whatever. I exped
only to have the honour of it. And yet I know
there are little envious minds who will, as ufual,

deny m^his, and fay that my invention was known
to the ancients, and perhaps they may bring paf-
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iages out of the old books in proof of it. I wUl
not difptite xvkh thefe people that the ancient'*
knew not the fun would rife at certain hours ; thef
poffibly had, as vre have, almanacks that predifted
It

;
but it does not follow from thence that they

knew /^<? ^^w li^k as foon as hi rofe. This is

what I claim as my difcovery. If the ancients
Knevv it, it mud have long fince been forgotten,
for it certainly was unknown to the moderns, at
leaft to the Parifians ; which to prove, I need ufe
but one plain fimple argument. They are as well
mftruaed, judicious, and prudent a people as exiH:
any where in the world, all profeffing, like myfelf,
to be lovers of osconomy; and, from the many
heavy taxes required from them by the necefilties
of the ftate, have furely reafon to be occonomical.
I fay it is impofTible that fo fenfible a people, under
fuch circumftances, fhould have lived fo long by the
fmoky, unwholefome, and enormoufly expenfivc
light of candles, if they had really known that
they might have had as much pure light of the fun
for nothing. I am, &c.

An ABONNEc

On,
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Un MODERN mNOF.AriONS h the ENGLISW

LANGUAGE, and'm PRINTING.

To Noah Webster, juiu Efq. at Hartford.

I^hlladflphia, Dec. 26, 17890

DEAR. SIR,

X R-ECEIVED, fome time fince, your D'lfertatiGns

on the Engl'i/Jj Language. It is an excellent work,

and will be greatly ufeful in turning the thoughts of

oar countrymen to correct writing. Fl-^afe to ac-.

ct-pt my thank-3 for it, as well as tor the great honor

Von have done me in its dedication. I ought to have

made this acknowledgement fooner, but much in-

dirpofition preN^entcd me.

I cannot .but applaud your ?.eal for preferving

the purity of ouV language both in its exprefiion

and pronunciation, and in correaing the popular

errors feveral of our flates are continually falling

into with rcfpeA to both. Give me leave to men-

tion feme of them, though pofTibly they may alrea-

dy have occurred to you, I wifn, howtver, that

in fome future publicalicn of yours you would fet

a difcountenancing m.ark upon them. The hill I

remember, h the word hnpro'veJ. When I left

New-England in the year 1723, this word had ne-

\-Q\' been ufed among m, as far as I know, but in

the lenfe of -cmehoratcd, or \-iuidc letter^ 'except

i>Hce in a very old book of Dr. Mather's, entitled,

Remarkalh Provldencrs. As that man wrote A

Very obfcure hand, I remember that when I read

Ihac "word iu his book. ufVd inlleaJ of the word
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Employed, I conjeaured that it was an error of the
printer, who had miilakeri a fhort / in the writino-

for an r, and a y with too Ihort a tail for a v^
whereby employed was converted into improved:
but when I returned to Bofton in 1733, I found thia

change had obtained favour, and was then become
common; for I met with it often in perufing the
newfpapers, where it frequently made an appear-
ance rather ridiculous. Such, for indance, as the

advertifement of a country houie to be fold, whicli

had been many years imprcved as a tavern ; and
ih the charader of a deceafed country gentleman,
that he had been, for more than thirty yeais, im-

proved as a judice of the peace. This ufe of the

word improve is peculiar to New-England, and not
to be met with among any other fpeakers of Eu-
•gliih, either on this or the other fide of the water.

During my late abfence in France, I find that

feveral other new words have been introduced in-

to our parliamentary language. For example, I
find a verb formed from the fubftantive notice. I

.JJjould not have noticed this zvere it not that the

gentleman, ^c. Alfo another verb, from the fub-

ftantive advocate; The gentleman ivho advocates,

sr '^uho has advocated that motion^ is'c. Another
from the fubllantive progrefs, the moil awkward
and abominable of the three : The committee hav-

ing progre'fTed, refolved to adjourn. The word op-

pofedj though not a new word, I find ufed in a
new manner, as, 773,? gentlemen ivho are oppofed
to this meafure, to nvhich I have alfo myfelf always

been oppofed. If you fliould happen to be of my
opinion with refpecl to thefe innovations, you wii!

life your authority m reprobating them,

C 2
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The Latia language, long tlie vehicle nfed m

t^KlvIbiiting knowledge among the different nations

of Europe, is daily more and more neglefted ; and

one of the modern tongues, viz. French, feems

m point of iiniverfality, to have fupplied its place.

]t is fpoken In all the courts of Europe; and moil

€>f the literati, thofe even who do not fpeak it,

have acquired knowledge of It, to enable them ea-

{)\y to read tlje books that are written in it. TUIs

gives a confiderablc advantage to that nation. It

enables its authors to inculcate and fpread through

other nations, fuch fcntlments and opinions, oft

i.Important points, as are mod conducive to Its in-

tcrefls, or which may contribute to its reputation,

],v ncon-ioting the common interells of mankind,

Jt is, perhaps, owing to its being written in French,

t!iat Voltaire's Trcatife on Toleration has had fo

^udden and fo great an efPea on the bigotry of

^lurbpe, as almoil entiiely to dlfarm It. The ge-

neral ufe of the French language has likewife a.

very advantageous effefl: on the profits of tlie book-

filing branch of commerce, it being well known,

that the more copies can be fold that aie ilruck

oif from one compofition of types, the profits in-

creafe in a much greater proportion than they do.

in making a greater number of pieces in any other

kind of manufacture. And at piefent there is no

capital town in Europe without a French bookfeller's

Ihop covrefponding with Paris. Our Engliih bids

fair to obtain the Second place. The great body of

excellent printed fermons in our language, and

liie freedom of our writings on polltic^il fub-

i^as, have induced a great number of divines of

different fefts and nations, as well as gentlemen,

cuncenied in public alTairs to Itudy It, fo far at
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leafl as to read :r. And if wc were to endeavour

the facilitating its progrefs, the Ibidy of our tongue

might become much more general. Thofe \vh».>

have emph)yed fome part of their time in learning

a new language, muil have frequently obferved, that

while their acq^uaintance with it was imperfed,

difficulties, fmall in themfelves, operated as great

ones in obfhufting their progrefs. A book, for

example, ill printed, or a pronunciation in fpeaking

not well articulated, would render a fentence ur.-

intelligible, which from a clear priiit, or a diilin<rt

fpeaker, would have been Immediately comprehend-

ed. If therefore, we would have the benefit of

feeing our language more generally known amonj:;

mankind, we ihould endeavour to remove all the

dilHculties, however fmall, that difconrage the

learning of it. But I am forry to obferve, that of

late years, thofe dl^iculties, inllead of being dimi-

nilhed, have been augmented.

In examining the Englifh books that were print-

ed between the reftoration and the acceffion of

George the Second, we may obferve, that all fub-

flantives were begun with a capital, in which we
imitated our mother tongue, the German. This

was more particularly ufeful to thofe wlio were not

well acquainted witli the Englilh, there being fuch

a prodigious number of our words that are both
verbs and fubilantives, and fpelt in the fame man-
ner, though often accented differntly in prontmcistior.

This method has, by the fancy of printers,

of late years, been entirely laid afide ; from an

idea, that fupprefling the capitals fliews the

charader to greater advantage ; thofe letters^

prominent above the line, diftuibiiig its even, re-

c i
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o;ular appearance. The cftea of this cliangc Is fo

ronfiderable, that a learned man in France, who

r.r^d to read our hooks, though- not perfc;aiy ac-

cuaintedwith our language, in converfatlon with

mc on the fubjed of our authors attributed the

rreater obfcurity he found in our modern books,

compared with thofe written in th.e period above

ir.entioned, to change of ftyle for the worfe in cur

• writers ; of which miftake 1 convinced him, by

marking for him each fubftantive with a capital,,

in a paragrc,ph, which he then eafily underftood,.

though before he could not comprehend it. This

ihews the incon.enience of that pretended improve-.

rncr.t. _ ^

From the fame fondnefs fqr an uniiorm ana e»

v^n aDoeaianc-e of charaders in the hne, the print-

crs have of late banill^ed alfo the Italic types, in

which words of importance to be attended to in

the fen fe of the fentence, and words on which an.

emphaOs uiould be put in reading, udd to be print-.

cd. And btelv another fancy has induced other

r.u'ntprs to ufe the round .r inftead of the long one,,

which formerly ferved well to diainguiih a word

readilv bv it/ varied appearance. Certainly the

omittiug 'this prominent letter makes a hne appear-

riore ^^n, but renders it lefs immediatdy legible ;

as tKe parin^T of all men's nofes might fmooth avA

in-el their faces, but would render tlierr phyliog.,

romies lefs. ditlinguiil^able. Add to all tliefe im-.

Tvcv'-ments backwardo, another Biodetp l^ncy,

that 5VVI- pvmting is more beautiful; thU black..

Kence the Engh^v nevv books are printed in fr).

<;m a charr.aer, as to be re-d with difncultyby

g^d'eves, unlef^ in a very ilrong light and with.

po^^^^^^^ V7hocver compares a volume of" tli^.
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Gentleman's Magazine, printed between the years.

1731 and 1740, with one of tliofe printed in the

lail ten years, will be con.vinced of the much greater

degree of perfpicuity given by black than l.-y the

grey. Lord Cheilerfield plealantly remarked this

difference to Faulkener, the printer of the Dab! in

journal, who was vainly niaking encomiums on li;s

own paper, as the mod complete of any in the world.
*' But Mr. Faulkener,*' fays my lord,, * don't you
"think it might be Hill farth.er improved, by ufing

^' paper and ink not quite fo near of a colour."

—

For all thefe reafons I cannot but wi;h that our Ame-
ilcan printers, wonld, in. tlieir editions, avoid thefe-

fancied improvements, and thereby render their

works more agreeable to foreigners ia Europe, to

the great advantage of cur bookitlling commerce.

Farther, to be more fenlVole of the advantao;e of

clear and di'iindl printing, let us confider the af*

iillance it affords in reading well aloud to an au-

ditory. In fo doing the eye generally fiides for-

ward three or four vt^ords before tlie voice. If

the fight clearly diflinguifnes what the coming

words are, it gives tim.e to order the modulation

©f the voice, to exprefs them properly. But if

they are obfcurely printed, or difguifed by omit-

ing the capitals and long /'s, or otherwife, the

reader is apt to modulate wrong,^ and finding he

has done fo, he is obliged to go back and begin

the fentence again; which lefT^^ns the picafureof

the hearers. This leads me to mention an old er-

ror ia onr mode of printing, V/e are fenhble that

when a queftion is met with in the reading, there

^a proper variation to be ufed in the management
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of the voice. We have, therefore, a point, called

an interrogation, affixed to the queilion, in order

to diftinguifh it. But this is abfurdly placed at

its end, fo that the reader does not difcover it till

he finds tliat he has w»-ongIy modulated his voicej

aad is therefore obh'ged to begin again the fentence.

To prevent this, the Spanifn printers, more fenli-

bly, place an interrogation at the hgnining as wel'l

'di at the end of the queilion. We have another

error of the fam^ kind in printing plays, where
fomething often occurs that is marked as fpoken

fi/;(k. But the word ajit/e is placed at the end of

of the fpeech, when it ought to precede it, as a direc*

tion to the reader, that he may govern his voice

accoidingly. The pradice of our ladies in meet-

ing five or fix together, to form little bufy parties,

where each is employed in fome ufeful work,,

while one reads to- them, is fa commendable
in itfelf, that it deferves the attention of authors

and printers to make it as plealing as poffible, botli;

to the reader and hearers.

My beil \vii%es attend you, being, with unccre-

c-ileem>

Sir,

Your moil: obedient and

^ery humble fervant,

13. FRANKLIN.

Jk
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I

Jn ACCOUNT of the HIGHEST COURT of

JUDICATURE in PENNSTLVANIA,
VIZ.,

THE COURTT^F THE PRESS.

Power of this Courts

T may receive and promulgate accufations of all

kiads, againft all perfons and characters among the

citizens of the (late, and even againll all inferior

courts ; and may judge, fentence, and condemn to

infamy, not only private individuals, but public

bodies, &c. with or without enquiry or hearing, au

the court's difcretion,

IVhcJe fa'vciiry or for ivho/} emoluments this Court is

ejlabfijlcd.

In favour of about one citizen in five hundred^

who, by education, or practice in fctibbling, has

acquired a tolerable ftyle as to grammar and con-

{lruclion» fo as to bear printing ; or who is pofleiTed

of a prefs and a few types. This five hundredth part

of thcJ citizens have the privilege of accufing and

abufing the other four hundred and ninety-nine parts

at their pleafure ; or they may hire out thei? pens

and prefs. to others, for that purpofe.

PratVice of this Court.

It is not governed by any of the rules of the

common couUs of la\v» The aecufed is allowed

no grand jury to judge of the truth of the accufa-

hon bsf'j^re it is publicly made; nor is the name:
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of tlie accufer made known to Iiim ; nor Las li.^

an opportunity of confronting the witnefTes agginil

him, for they are kept in the dark, aa in the Spa-v

niih court of inquifition. Nor is there any petty

jury of his peers fworn to try the truth of the charges.

The proceedings are alfo fometimes fo rapid, that an,

honefl good citizen may find himfelf fuddenly and

unexpeftedly accufed, and in the fame morning

judged and condemned, and fentence pronounced;

againft him that he is a, rogue and a villain. Yet

if an officer of this court receives the flighteil check

for mifcondu6l in this his office, he claims immedi-

ately tUe rights of a free citizen by the conilitution,,

<ind demands to know his accufer, to confront the

witnefles, and to have a fair t;rial by a jury of his.

peers,

^he foundation of its authority.

It is laid to be founded on an article in the ftate

CORflitution, which eftablilhes the liberty of the

pj-efs:—a liberty which every Pennfylvanian would

fight and die for, though few of us, I believe, have

diilind ideas of its nature and extent. It feemsj,

indeed, fomewhat like the liberty of the prefs

that felons have; by the common law of England

before conviftion ; that is, to he either prefTed to

death or hanged, - If, by the liberty cf the prefs,

were underftood merely the liberty of difcuffing

the propriety of public meafures and political opi-

nions, let us have as much of it as you pleafe ; but

if it means the liberty cf affronting, calumniating,

and defaming one another, I, for my part, o\vn>

myfelf willing to part with my ffiare of it, wlienever

our legiilators fnall pleafe fo to alter the law :,

and fiiall cheerfully confent to exchange my lib,ei>
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t-y ofabufing others, for the privilege of not being

abufed myfelf.

Bv ivhom this court is commifioned or conjiituted.

It is not any commiiTion from the fupreme exe=

cutive council, who might previoufly judge of the

abilities, integrity, knowledge, &c. of the perfons

to be appointed to this great trull of deciding up-

on the charailers and good fame of the citizens :

for this court is above that council, and may accufe,

iudge, and condemn it at pleafure. Nor is it he-

'i-editary, as is the court of dernier refort in the

peerage of England,. But any man who can pro-

cure pen, ink, and paper, with a prefs, a few types,

and a huge pjiir of blacking balls, may com.rai;llon-

ate himfelf, and his court is immmediately ellablifli-

ed ill the plenary pofTclT.on and exercife of its

rio-hts. For if you make the lead complaint of

the j'jdge's condaft,. he daubs his blacking balls in

your face wherever he meets you, and be fides

tearinrr vour private chara^Sier to fphnters, marks

you oat for the odium of the public, as an enemy

to the liberty of the prefs.

Of the raliirdfi'^povt of tins court.

Its fiipport is founded in the depravity of fuch

i?^inds as h?,ve not been mended by religion, nor

improved by good education.

There is a lull in man no charm can tame.

Of loudly publifaing his neighbour's fiiame.

Hence,

On eap-'es' wiii'Ts, immortal, fcandais fly,

^^-^hije virtuous adious are but born and die.

Drydek,,
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Whoever feels pain in hearing a good chara<?^cr

of his neighbour, will feel a pleafure in the reverfe.
And of thofe who, defpairfng to rife to dittindion
by their virtues, are happy if others can be depreff,
cd to a level with themfelves, there are a number
fufficient m every great town to maintain one of
thefe courts by their fubfcription. A flirewd ob-
fcrver once faid, that in walking in the ftreets of a
ilippery morning, one might fee vrhere the good na-
tnred people lived, by the afhes thrown on the ice
before the doors ; probably he would have formed
a different conjeaure of the temper of thofe whom
he might find engaged in fuch fubfcriptlons.

Of the chcch proper to he eJlaU'ificd againjl the

ahufes ofpo-iver In thofe courts.

Hitherto there are none. But fince fo much
has been written and publifhed on the federal con-

- flitution
;
and the neceffity of checks, in all other

parts of good government, has been fo cleaily and
learnedly explained, I findmyfelffo far enlighten-
ed as to fiifpea fome check may be proper in this,
part alfo

: but I have been at a lofs to imagine
any that may not be conilrued an mfringement
cf the facred liberty of the prcfs. At length, bow-

er, I think I have found one, that inftead of di-
minilhfng general liberty, fhall augment it ; which
IS, by reitoring to the people a fpecies of liberty of
which they have been deprived by our laws, I ,

mean the liberty of the cudgel ! In the rude llatc
of fuciety, prior to the exiftence of laws, if one
man gave another ill language, the affronted per-
fon might return it by a box on the ear ; and if
repeated, by a good drubbing; and this without
attending againa any law ; but now Bhe right of
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making fuch returns is denied, and they arc piinifli'

•ed as breaches of the peace, while the right of abuf-

ing feems to remain in full force ; the laws made

againft it being rendered ineffectual by the liberty

of the prefs.

My piopofal then is, to leave the liberty of the

prefs untouched, to be exercifed in its full extent,

force, and vigour, but to permit the liberty of the

cudgel to go with it, pari pnjju. Thus, my fellow

citizens, if an impudent writer attacks your reputa-

tion—dearer perhaps to you than your life, and

puts his name to the charge, you may go to him

as openly and break his head. If he conceals him-

felf behind the printer, and you can neverthelefs

difcover who he is, you may in like manner, way-

lay hiiti in the night, attack him behind, and give

him a good drubbing. If your advcrfary hires bet-

ter writers than himfelf, to abufe you more effec-

tually, you may hive brawny porters, ilronger than

yourfelf, to afiill you, in giving him a more effedu.

al drubbing. Thus far goes my project, as to prl-

i'c7/f refentment and retribution. But if the public

fliould ever happen to be affronted, as it ought to

be, with the conduft of fuch writers, I would not

advlfe proceeding immediately to thefe extremities,

but that we fhould in moderation content ourfelves

\r\i\\ tarring and feathering, and tofTing them in a

bhinket.

If, however, it fliould be thought that this pro-

pofal of mine may dlilurb the public peace, I

would then humbly recommend to our le^- Gators

to take up the confideration of both liberties, that

of the prefs, and that of the cudgel ; and by an

explicit law mark their extent and limits : r.nd at

the fame time that they fecuie the perfon of a ci»



tizen from affaults, they would likewife prbVid?*

for the feciiriry of his reputation.

PAPER: A POEM.

sOME wit of old—fuch wits of old there vfQYt-^

Whofe hints fliow'd meaning whofe allufions care,

By one brave ftroke to mark all human kind, !"

Call'd clear blank paper ev'ry infant mind

;

When ilill, as op'ning fenfe her dilates wrote.

Fair Virtue put a feal, or Vice a blot.

The thought was happy, pertinent, and true |

Methinks a genius might the plan purfue.

I, (can yoii pardon rny prefumption ? I—

)

No wit, no genius, yet for once will try.

Various the papers various wants produce^

The wants of fafliion, elegance, and ufe.

Men are as various: and, if right I fcan,

Each fort of paper reprefents fome man.

Pray note the fop—half powder and half lace-^

Nice, as a band-box were his dwelling-place

;

He*s the ^i7i paper, which apart you (lore,

And lock from vulgar hands in the 'fcrutoire.

Mechanics, fervants, farmers, and fo forth^

Are copy paper, of inferior worth
;

Lefs priz'd, more ufeful, for your deflc decreed,

l^ree to all pens, and prompt at ev'ry need.

The wretch whom av'rice bi^s to pinch and fpar'f^

Stan'e, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir.
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Is coarfe hroivnpaper ; fuch as pedlers choofc

To wrap up wares, which better men will uie.

Take next the Mifer's contrafl:, who deftroyg

health, fame, and fortune, in a round of joys.

Will any paper match him ? Yes, thro'out.

He's a Uwtfnkingpaper, pall all doubt.

The retail politician's anxious thought

tJeems this fide always right, and that ftark noiight j

He foams with cenfure ; with applaufe he raves

—

A dupe to rumours, and a tool of knaves ;

He'll want no type his weaknefs to proclaim'.

While fuch a thing as fools-cap has a name.

The haOiy gentleman, whofe blood runs high,

\Vho picks a quarrel, if you fttp awry,

Who can't a jell, or hint, or look endure :

What's he ? What-? Touch-paper to be fure.

What are our poets, take them as they fall,

Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all t

Them and their v;orks in the fame clafs you'll find j

They are the mere wajle-paper of mankind-.

Obferve the maiden, innocently fweet,

She's fair ivh'Ue-paper, an unfullied fheet

;

On which the happy man whom fate ordains,

May write his name, and take her for his pains.

One in'flance more, and only one I'll bring ;

'Tis the Great-Man who fcorns a little thing,

Whofe thoughtSj whofe deeds, whole maxims are

his own,

Form'd on the feelings of his heart alone :

True genuine royal-paper \^ his bread
;

^}f all the kinds moil precious, pured, bell^
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ON THE ylRT OF SWIMMING.

In an/ever to fome enquiries of M. Duhourg* on the

fuhjed.

I A M apprehenfive that I fhall not be able to
find leiTure for making all the difquifitions and
experiments which would be defirable on this fub-
jedl. I muft, therefore, content myfelf with a fevr

remarks.

The fpecific gravity of fome human bodies, in

comparifon to that of water, has been examined
by M. Robinfon, in our Phllofophical Tranfadions,
volume 50, page 30, for the year 1757. He af-

-ferts, that fat perfons with fmall bones float moll
cafily upon water

The diving bell is accurately defcribed in our
tranfadions.

When I was a boy, I made two oval pallets,

each about ten inches long, and fix broad, with a
hole for the thumb, in order to retain it faft in

the palm of my hand. They much refemble a

painter's pallets. In fwimming I pufhed the edges

of thefe forward, and I ftruck the water with their

flat furfaces as I drew them back. I lemember I

fvvam fader Ly means of thefe pallets, but they fa-

tigued my wrifts.— I alfo fitted to the foles of my
feet a kind of fandals ; but I was not fatisfied with
them, becaufe I obferved that the ftroke is partly

given with the infide of the feet and the ancles,

and not entirely with the foles of the feet.

* TranJIator ofDr. Franhlin's Wcrh into French^
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We have here waiflcoats for fwlmming, whicli

are made of double fail-cloth, with fmall pieces of
cork quilted in between them.

I know nothing of the fca^handre of M. de U
Chapelle.

I know by experience that it is a great comfort
to a fwlmmer, who has a confiderable diilance to
go, to turn himfelf fometimes on his back, and to
vary in other refpeds the means of procuring a
progrefiivc motion.

When he is felzed w-ith the eramp in the leg, the
method of driving it away is to give to the parts
afFeded a fudd.cn, vigorous, and violent (hock

;

which he may do in the air as he fwlms on his back.
During the great heats of fummer there is no

danger in bathing, however warm we may be, in

livers which have been thoroughly warmed by the
fun. But to throw onefcif into cold fpring water,
when the body has been heated by ^xerclfe in the
fim, is an iisprudence which may prove fatal. 1
once knew an in (lance of four young m.en, who,
having worked at harvefl in the heat of the day,
with a view of refrefhing themfelves phmged into

a fpring of cold water : two died upon the fpot, a
third the, next morning, and the fouith recovered
with great difficulty. A copious draught of cold
water, in fimilar circumriances, is frequently attend-
ed with the fame eifed in North. America.
The exerclfe of fwimming is, one cf the mofl

healthy and ?.greeable la the world.. After having-
fvvam for an hour or two in the evening, one ileeps

coolly the whole night, even during the moil ar-
dent heat of fummer. Perhaps the pores being
tkanfed, the infenfible perfplration increafes ^nd
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occafjons this coolnefs.—It is certain that mucri:

fu'imming is the means of il:opping a diarrhcWj,

and even of producing a conilipation. With re-

fped to thofe who do. not know how to fwim, or

ivho are affefted with a diarrhoea at a feafon which

does not permit them to ufe that exercife, a warm

bath, by cleanfing and purifying the fl^in,^ is found

very falutary, and often eileds a radical cure. I"

ipeak from my own experience, frequently repeat-

ed, and th^t of others to. whom I have recommend-

ed this.

You will not be (Mfpleafed if 1 conclude thefe

liafty remarks by informing you, that a6 the ovdi-

sary method of fwimming is reduced to the adl cf

rowing with the arms and legs, and is confequent-

iy a laborious- and fatiguing operation when the

fpace of water to be crofTed is coiifiderable ; there

is a method in which a fwimmer may pafs to great

diitances with much facility, by means of a fail.

This difcovery I fortunately made by accident,,

xnd in the following manner;

When I was a boy I amufed myfelf one day with*-

frying a pa-per kite .; and approaching the bank oP

a pond,, which w^s- near a mile broad, I tied the-

firing to a ilake^ aHH the kite afcended to a very

-confiderable height above the pond, while I was.

fwimming.. In a- little timcj being; dgfirous of

amufingmyfeif with my kite, end enjoying at the-

fame time the pleafure of fvv.imaiing, I returned ;

'

and loofing frx)m, the liake the ft ring with the Httle-,

ilick which was fallened to it,, went again into^

the water, where F found,, that^ ^y'"g o" ^J ^'<^^^

and holding the hick in my hands,, I: was drawn

along the furface of the water in a very agreeable:.-

mtmaEX. Ii.ivi!ig_ thi^n engaged another boy tQ>
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rarry my clothes round the pond, to a place which

I pointed out to him on the other fide, I began to

crofs the pond with my kite, which carried me
quite over without the lealb fatigue, and with

the greatefl pleafure imaginabk. I was only

obh'ged occafionally to hal£ a little in my courfe,

and refift its progrefs, when it appeared that, by^

following too quick, I lowered tl^c kite too much i

by doing whicli occafionally I m-ade it rife again..

— I have never fince that time practifed this fingu-

lar mode of fwimmings, thoa^'h I think it not im-

pofiible to crofs in this manner from Dover to Ca^

!ais. The packet-boat, however, is l\iil prefei?'^

able.

=—•<-<-«-^i^>">">->—

—

NEW MODE OF BAmiNG.

EXTRACTS OP LETTERS TO M. DUBOURGV

London, July 28, 1768,

GREATLY approve the epithet you give,-

in your letter of the hth of J«ne, to the new me-

thod ef treating the fmall-pox, which you call

the tonic or bracing method ; I will take oecafion,

from it, to mention a practice to which I have ac-

cullomed rnyfelf. You know the coldl bath has

Jong been in vogu^e here as a tonic 5 but the fhock

of the cold water has always appeared to me, ge-

nerally fpeaking, as too- violent^ and I have found-

it much more agreeable to my coni^itution to bathe

m. another element, I mean cold air. With this'

"^iew I rife early almoil every morning, and fit in m?/

D ^
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chamber without any clothes whatever, half ai^'

konr or an hour, according to the feafon, either

reading or writing. This pradlice is not in the-

kail painful, but, on the contrary, agreeable ; and.

if I return to bed afterwards, before I drefs my-

felf, as fometimes happensi i make a fupplennent

to my night's reft of one or two hours of the moil

pleafmg fleep that can be imagined. I find no ill;

confequences whatever refulting from it, and that

at kaft it does not injure my health, if it does not

in fa61 contribute much to its prefervation.— I (hall'

therefore call it for the future a bracing or ten'ic-

bath.

March 10, 1773.

I fliali not attempt to explain why damp clothes^

occufion colds, rather than wet ones, becaufe t

doubt the fa6l : I im^^glne that neither the one

nor the other contribute to this effeft, and that- the-

caufes of colds are totally in;lependent of wet and

even of cold. I propofe writing a fhort paper on.

this fiibje^, the firft lelfure moment I have at my
d:fpQfal.-:-In the mean time I can only fay, that

having fome fufpicions that the common notion,

which attiib'^tes to cold the property of flopping

the pores and Qbflrufting peifplration, was ill:

fpii.nded, I engaged a young phyfician, who is mak-

ing fome experiments with Sandloriua's balance,

up e!ilmate the different praporticns cf his perfpi-.

ration when remaining oae hour quite- naked, and_

a'r.other warmly Ciothed, He pwrfqed the expe-

riment in this alternate manner for eight houra,

iyccejTivt'ly and found his perfpiration almoft douj,.

tlf ds.nin<i tbofe h-^urg in. which he was naked.
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^BSERVJTIONS on the GENERALLT
PREFJILING DOCTRINES of

LIFE and DEATH,

TO THE SAME.

V .X OUR obfervations on the caufes of death, and

ihc experiments which you propofe for recalling to

life thofe who appear to be killed by lightning, de-

monllrate equally your fagacity and humanity. It

appears that the doftrines of life and death, in gene-

ral, are yet but little underluood.

A toad, buried in fand, will hve, it is faid, until

the fand becomes petrified ; and then, being in-

clofed in the ilone, it may flill live for we know
not how many ages. The facts which are cited in

fupport of this opinion, are too numerous and too

circumftantial not to deferve a certain degree of

'credit. As we are accuftomcd to fee all the ani-

mals with which we are acquainted eat and drink,

it appears to us difficult to conceive how a toad

can be fupported in fuch a dungeon. But if we
refleft, that the neceffity of nourifhment, whicli

animals experience in their Ordinary ftate, proceeds

from the continual wafte of their fubftance by per-

fpiration : it will appear lefs incredible that fome

animals in a torpid ilate, perfpiring lefs becaufe

'they ufe no exercife, fhould have lefs need of ale-

ment ; and that others, which are covered with

fcales or Ihells, which flop perfpiration, fuch as

land and fea turtles, ferpents, and fome fpecies of

lifh, fhould be able to fubfift a confiderable time

03
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vcithotit any noutifiiment whatever.—A plant, witli

its flowers, fades and dies immediately, if expoicd

to the air without having its roots immerfcd in a

iuimid foil, from which it jiiay draw a fufHcient

<|uantity of moifture, to fiipply that which exhak='S

from its fubllance, and is carried off continually

l^y the air. Perhaps, however, if it were buried

in quickOver, i* might preferve, for a coniiderabk

fiDace of time, its vegetable life, its fm^ll and co-

:ioiir. If this be the cafe, it might prove a com-

modious method of tranfperting from -uitlant coun-

tries thofe delicate plants which are unable to fuf-

tain the inclemency of the weather at fea, and

which reov-re particular care and attention.

I have fcen an inl^ance of common llits preferv-

cd in a manner foraewhat fimilar. They had been

drowned in Madeira wine, apparently about tlK

time when it was bottled in Virginia, to be fent

-to London. At the opening of one of the bot-

tles, at tlie houfe of a friend where I was, three

fhowned flies fell into the fird glafs which was fill-

I'd. Having heard it remarked that drowned flies

were capable of beiivg revived by the rays of the

f.m, l'pro.pofed making the experiment upon

thefe. They were therefore cxpofed to the fun,

>ipon a fieve which h.ad been employed to fliaiti

them out of the wine. In lefs tiian three houis

two of them began by degrees to recover life.

They commenced by fome convuinve motions m

ihe thighs, and at lerigth ihey laifed themll^lves

noon their legs, wiped their eyes with their fore

f-et, beat and bruiiied their wings with their hind

feet, and foon after began to fty, finding t.hem-

K-—:. in Old England, witliout knov.ing how thuy

i'<unc thither. The tiiird continued lifekfi until
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fan-fet, wlien, lofing all hopes of liiili, he was throwi

away.

I wifii it we're pofiible, from this inftance, to

invent a method of embalming drowned perfons,

in fuch a manner that they might be recalled to

life at any period, however diflant ; for having a.

very ardent d^fire to fee and obferve the ftate of

America an hundred y^ars hence, 1 fhoiild prefcf

to an ordinary death, the being immerfed in a

caflc of Madeira wine, with a few friends, until

that time, then to be recalled to life by the folar

warmth of my dear country ! But, fmce, in all

probability, we live in an age too eafly, and too

near the infancy of fci^nce, to fee fuch an art

brought in our time to its perfection, I muR, for

the prefent, content rnyfelf with the treat, xvh'ich

you are fo kind a« to promife me, of the refurrec-

tion of a fowl or a turkey-cock.

«^..<..<..<..<i^t|f>..>.>.>.—f.

PRECAUTIONS to he vfc'd by thofe nvha are about to

undertake A sea voyage.

w HEN you intend to take a long

voyage, nothing is better than to keep it a fecret

till the moment of your departure. Without this

you will be continually interrupttd and tormented

by vifits from fr'iends and acquaintances, who not

only make you lofe your vaLuible time, but make

you forget a thoufand things which you wiih to

^enaember^ fo that when you are embarked, and

D 4
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fairly at Tea, yon recollea, with mncli uneafmef*
-affairs which you have not terminated, accounts
that you have not fettled, and a number of things
which you propofed to carry with you, and which
you find the want of every moment. Would it

not be attended with the beft confequences to re-
form fuch a cuftom, and to fufTer a traveller, with-
out deranging him, to make his preparations ia
*}uietnefs, to fct apart a few days, when thefe are
iiniilied, to take leave of his friends, and to receive
their good widics for his happy return ?

It is not always in one's power to choofe a cap-
tain

; though jgreat part of the pleafnre and happi-
Jiefsofthe pafTage depends upon this choice, and
though one mufl for a time be confined to his com-
pany, and be in fome meafure under his com-

,
niand. If he is a fociai fenfibk man, obliging, and

' of a good difpofition, you will be fo much the hap-
pier. One fometimes m.eet^ with people of this

defcription, but they are not common ; however,
if yours be not of this number, if he be a good
feaman, attentive, careful, and active in the ma-
Dagement of his veffel, you may difpenfe with the
reft, for thefe are the mofl effcntial quahties.

Wliatever right you may have by yoUr agree-

ment vvith him, to the provifions he has taken on
board for the ufe of the pafTengers, it is always pro^
])er to have fonrie private (lore, which you may make
iile of occaBonally. You ought, therefore, to

provide good water, that of the Oiip being often

bad ; hat you mull: put it into bottles, without
which you cannot expecl to preferve it fweet. You
ought alfo to carry with you good tea, ground cof-

fee, chocolate, wine of the fort you like beft, cy^

tler^ diled raifiiiG, almonds, fugar, capillaire, citrons*
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^«m, eggs dipped in oil, portable Toup, bread twice

baked. With regard to poultry, it is almoll ufe-

lefs to carry any with you, unlefs you refolve to

undertake the office of feeding and fattening them

yourfelf. With the Iktle care which is taken of

them on board fiiip, they are almoft all fickly, and

their flefh is as tough as leather.

All failors entertain an opinion, which has un-

doubtedly originated formily from a want of wa-

ter, and when it has been found neceffary to be

Sparing of it, that poultry never know when they

have drank enough ; and that when water is given

4hem at difcretion, they generally kill themfelves

by drinking beyond meafure. In confequence of

this opinion, they gave them water only once in

two days, and even then in fmall quantities : but

as they pour this water into troughs inclining on

one fide, which occafions it to run to the lower

part, it thence happens that they are obliged to

mount one upon the back of another in order to

reach it ; and there are fome which cannot even

dip their beaks in it; Thus continually tantaliz-

ed and tormented by thurft, they are unable to

digeft their food, which is very dry, and they foon

fall fick and die. Some of them are found thus

every morning, and are thrown into the fea ; whiltl

thofe which are killed for the table are fcarcely fit

to be eaten. To remedy this inconvenience, it

will be neceffary to divide their troughs into fmall

compartments, in fuch a manner that each of them

may be capable of containing water ; but this is

feldom or never done. On this account, (heep and

hogs are to be confidered as the bed frefli provi-

fion that one can have at fea ; mutton there being

iu general very goodj and pork excellent.
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It may happen that fome of the provifions and

ilofes which I have recommended may become al-

mofl: ufelefs, by the care which the captain has

taken to lay in a proper flock ; but in fuch a cafe

you may difpofe of it to reh'eve the poor paiien-

gcrs, who, paying lefs for their paiTage, are llowed

among the common failors, and have no, right to

the captain's provifions, except fuch part of them

as is ufed for feeding the crew. Thefe paffengers

are fometimes fick, melancholy, and dejefted ; and

there are often women and children "among them
neither of whom have any opportunity of procur-

ing thofe things which I have mentioned, and of

which, perhaps, they have the greateft need. By
^iflributing amongfl: them a part of your fuperflui-

ty, you may be of the greateft alTiIlance to them.

You may reftorC their health, fa^^e their lives, and

in fhort render them happy ; whith always affords

the llvelieft fenfation to a feeling mind.

The moll difagreeable thing at fea is the cooke-

ry; for there is not, properly fpeaking, any pro-

fefied cook on board. The worft failor is generally

•chofen for that purpofe, who for the moft part is

equally dirty. Hence comes the proverb ufed

among the Englifn failors, that Gc^y^w^j- meat, ajid

the Devil fends cooks. Thofe, however, who have

a better opinion of providence, will think

otherwife. Knowing that fea air, and the exercife

-

or motion which they receive from the rolling of

the fliip, have a wonderful effect in whetting the

appetite, they will fay that Providence has given

failors bad cooks to prevent them from eating too

much ; or that knowing they would have bad cooks,

lie has given them a good appetite to prevent them
?rom dying with hungar. However, if you have
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1*^.0 confidence In thefe fuccours of Providence, you

may yourfelf, with a lan^p and a bollet, by the help

of a little fplrits of wine, prepare feme food, fuch

as foiip, hafii, &c. A fmall oven made of tin-

plate is not a bad piece of furnltare : yonr fervant

may road la It a piece of mutton or pork. If you

are eveV tempted to eat fait beef, which is often

very P-ood, yon will find that cyder Is the bell li-

quor "to quench the thiill generally caufed by fait

meat or fait f.th. Sea-bifcult which is too hard

for the teeth of fome people, may be foftened by

fteeplncr it ; but bread double -baked Is the bcft, for

being made of good loaf-bread ciit Into fliccs, and

baked a fecond time, It readily imbibes water, be-

comes foft, and Is eafily digeHied ; it confequent-

ly forms excellent nouriihment, much fuperior to

that ofbifcuit, which has not been fermented.

I mua here obferve, that this double-baked bread

was originally the real bifcuit prepared to keep at

fea ; for the word bJfaik, in French, fignlSe? tivicc

baked^'^ Peafc often boil badly, and do not be-

come foft; in fuch a cafe, by putting a two-pound

f],o^ into the kettle, the rolling of the vefTc!, by

means of this bullet will convert the peafe into a

kind of porridge, like muftard.

Having often feen foup, when put upon the ta-

ble at fea in broad flat dhhcs, thrown cut on eve-

ry fide bv the rolling of the vefTel, I have Avilhed

that our tinmen would make our foup-baFons with

divilions or compartments forming fmali plates,

pror.er for containing foup for one perfoTi only.

l>/this difpofition, the foup, in an extraordinary

roll, would not be thrown out of the plate, and

* Ii is clarived froi". lis again; and cuil b^kcd.
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vould not fall Into the breafts of thofe who are at
table, and fcald them.—Having entertained you
U'ith thefe things of httle importance, permit me
now to conclude with fome general refieaions up-
on navigation.

\Vhen navigation is employed only for tranf-

porting neceffary provifions from one country,
where they abound, to another where they are
wanting

; when by this it prevents famines, which
where fo frequent and fo fatal before it was invent-
ed and became fo common ; we cannot help confi-
dering it as one of thofe arts which contribute
moil fo the happinefs of mankind.-^But when it

3s employed to tranfport things of no utility, or
articles merely of luxury, it is then uncertain whe-
ther .the advantages refulting from it are fuflicient

to counterbalance the misfortunes it occafions, by
expofing the lives of fo many individuals upon the
vail ocean. And when it is ufed to plunder vefTels

and tranfport flaves, it is evidently only the dreadful
means of increafing thofe calamities which altli6l

human nature.

One is aftonifhed to think on the number of vef-
fels and men who are daily expofed in going to
bring tea from China, coffee from Arabia, and fu-

gar and tobacco from America ; all commodities
which our anceftors lived very well without. The
fugar-trade employs nearly a thoufand veffels ; and
that of tobacco almofl the fame number. With
regard to the utility of tobacco, little can be faid

;

and, with regard to fugar, how much more meri-
torious would it be to facrifice the momentary
pleafure which we receive from drinking it once
4>r twice a-day in our tea, than to encourage th^
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^Aimberlefs cruelties that are continually exercifed

' In order to procure it us?

A celebrated French moralift faid, that when hc;

confidered the wars which we foment in Africa to.

get negroes, the great number who of courfe pe-.

rifli in thefe wars ; the multitude of thcfe wretches

who die in their paffag^, by difeafe, bad air, and;

bad provifions ; and lailly, how many pcriih by
the cruel treatment they meet with in a flate of
ilavery ; when he faw a bit of fugar, he could not

help imagining it to be covered with fpots of hu-

man blood. Buti liad he added tc> thefe confidera-

tions the wars which we carry on againfl one ano-

ther, to take and retake the iflands that produce

this commodity, he would not have feen. the fugar

fimply fpotted with blood, he would have beheld it

entirely tinged with it-.

Thefe wars make the maritime powers cf Europe,,

and the inhabitants of Paris and London, pay much
d.earer for their fugar than thofe of Vienna, though

they are ahiioit three hundred leagues diliant from

the fea. A pound of fugar, indeed, cods, the former

not only the price which they give for it, but alfo

w.hat they pay in taxes, neceffary to fupport thofc

Sects and armies which ferve to defend and protc6^

%^z countries that produce it..
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m LUXT/RTy IDLENESS, and INDUSTRT,

From a Letter to Benjamin Vaughan^ Efq.* written m

I,T is wonderful how prepofteroufly the affairs oF
this world- are managed. Naturally one would

imagine that the intercft of a- few indivldualts fhould

give way to general intereft ; but individuals manage

their affairs with fo much more application, induftry

and addrefs, than the public do theirs, that general

interell moit commonly gives way to particular.

—

We affemble parliaments and councils, to have the

benefit of their colled^ed wifdom ; but we neceffarily

have, at the fame tlme^ the inconvenience of their

colleded paiTions, prejudices, and private interefts.

By the help of thefe, artful men overpower their

wifdom, and dupe it>3 polfeiTors ; and if we may
judge by the atfls, arrets, and edifts, all the world-

over, for regulation commerce, an alfembly of great

men is the greateft fool upon earth.

I have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy for

luxury. I am not fure that in a great Hate it is;

capable of a remedy ; sor that the evil is in itfelf

always fo great as it is reprefented. Suppofe we
include in the definition of luxury all unneceffary

expence, and then let us confider whether laws to-

* "'•ef^nt member of Parliament for the borough of Calne,,

in V/ihfhire, between whom and our author there f'ibnfled 3'

v.er-j; dole triendrnip.



E S S A T S. 71

prevent fucK expence are pofTible to be executed in^

a- great country, and whether, if they could be exe-

cuted, our people generally would be happier, or

even richer. Is not the hope of being one day

able to purchafe and enjoy luxuFies,. a great fpur to^

labour and indullry ? May not luxury therefore-

produce more than it confumes, if, without fuch>

a fpur, people would' be, as they are natural^

enough inclined to be, lazy and indolent ? To.

this purpofe I remember a circnmilance. The-

flcipper of a fnallop,. employed between Cape-May

and Philadelphia;, had done us fome fmall fervice,

for which he refuTed to be paid. My wife wnder-

liandlng that he had a daughter, fent her a prefent

of a neu'-fa(hionsd cap^ Three years after, this

ilvipper being at my houfe with mi old farmer of"

Cape-May, hij pafTenger,. he mentioned the cap,,

and how miich his daughter had been" pleafed with;

it. ** But (faid he) it proved a dear cap to our

Gongregation."— *' How fo :"— **^ When my daugh-

ter appeared with it at meeting, it was fo much
admired, that all the girls refolved to get fuch capa,

from Philadelphia-; and my wife and I computed^

that the whole could not have cofh lefs than a hun-

•

dred pounds"^—"True, (faid the farmer) but you;^

do not tell all the ilory^. I think the cap was ne-

verthclefs an advantage t-o ns ; for it was the firft;

thing that put our girls upon knitting worlled mit-

tens for fale at Philadelphia, that they might have-

wherewithal to buy caps aiid ribbons there; aaii

you know that that indullry has continued, aad? Is.

likely to continue and increafe to a- much greaUr
value, and anfwer^much better purpofes."-—Upoiv
the whole^ I was more recouclled tQ this little piccec

sf lu.uiryj. fmce. not only the girls vTere rnndeba^-
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pier by having fine caps, but the Philadclphian^,

by the ujpply of warm mittens.

In our commercial towns upon the fea-coaftj,

fortunes will occafionally be made. Some of thofe

who grow rich will be prudent, live within bounds,

and preferve what they have gained for their pof-

terity : others, fond of fliewing their wealth, will

be extravagant and ruia themfelves. Laws can-

not prevent this : and perhaps it is not always an

€vil to the public. A {hilling fpent idly by a fool,,

may be picked up by a wifer perfon, who knows

better what to do with it. It is therefore not loft.

A vain, (illy fellow builds a fine houfe, furnifhes it

richly, lives in it expenfively, and in a few years

ruins himfelf: but the mafons, carpenters, fmiths^

and other honeft tradefmen, have been by his em-

ploy affifted hi maintaining and raifing their faml».

lies ; the farmer has been paid for his labour, and

encouraged, and the eftate is now in better hands.

— In fome cafes, indeed, certain modes of luxury

may be a public evil, in the manner as it is a pri-

vate one. If there be a nation, for inftance, that

exports its beef and linen, to pay for the importa-

tion of claret and porter, while a great part of its

people live upon potatoes, and wear no /hirts

;

wherein does it differ from the fot who lets his fa-

mily ftarve, and fells his clothes to buy drink ?

Our American commerce is, I confefs, a little in

this way. We fell our viftuals to the iflands for

rum and fugar j the fubftantial necelT^ries of life

for fuperfluities. But we have plenty, and live well

neverthelefs, though, by being foberer, we might

be richer,

The vaft quantity of forefl land we have yet to

fl«iir, and ^ut in order for- euhivation, wiU for ^
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long time keep the body of our nation laborious

and frugal. Forming an opinion of our people

and their manners, by what is feen among the in-

habitants of the fea-ports, is judging from an im-

proper fample. The people of the trading towns

may be rich and luxurious, while the country pof-

feffes all the virtues that tend to promote happinefs

and public profperity. Thofe towns are not much

regarded by the country ; they are hardly confi-

dered as an cfTential part of the ftates ; and the

experience of the lall war has fliewn, that their

being in the pofTeffion of the enemy did not nec^f-

farily draw on the fubjeftion of the country ; which

bravely continued to maintain its freedom and in-

dependence notwithftanding.

It has been computed by fomc political arithme-

tician, that If every man and women would work

for four hours each day on fomething ufeful, that

labour would produce fufficient to procure all the

neceflarles and comforts of life ; want and mifery

would be banifhed out of the world, and the reft

of the twenty-four hours might be leifure and plea-

fure.

What occafions then fo much want and mifery ?

It Is the employment of men and women in works

that produce neither the neceffarles or conveniences

of life, who, with thofe that do nothing, confume

neceffarles raifed by the laborious. To explain this :

The firil elements of wealth are obtained by la-

bour, from the earth and waters. I have land, and

ralfe corn. With this, if I feed a family that does

nothing, my corn will be confumed, and at the end

of the year I fnail be no richer than I was at the

beginning. But if while I kcd them, I employ

E
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them, fome in fpinning, others in making bricks.

Sec. for building, the value of my corn will be ar-

refted and remain with me, and at the end of the

year we may be all better clothed and better lodg-

ed. And if, inftead of employing a man I feed in

making bricks, I employ him in fiddling for me,

the corn he eats is gone, and no part of his manu-

fadure remains to augment the wealth and conve-

nience of the family ; 1 fliall therefore be the poorer

fer this fiddling man, unlefs the reft of my family

work more, or eat lefs, to make up the deficiency

he occafions.

Look round the world, and fee the millions em-

ployed in doing nothing, or in fomething that

amounts to nothing, when the neceffaries and con-

veniences of life are in queftion. What is the

bulk of commerce, for which we fight and deftroy

each other, but the toil of millions for fuperfluitiec,

to the great hazard and lofs of many lives, by the

conftant dangers of the fea ? How much labour

is fpent in building and fitting great fhips, to go to

China and Arabia for tea and coffee, to the Weft-

Indies for fugar, to America for tobacco ? Thefe

things cannot be called the neceflaries of life, for

our anceftors lived very comfortably without them.

A queftion may be afl<ed ; Could all thefe peo-

ple now employed in ralfing, making, or carrying

fuperfluities, be fubfifted by raifing neceflaries ? I

think they might. The world is large, and a great

part of it ftill uncultivated. Many hundred millions

of acres in Afia, Afrka, and America, are ftill in a

foreft; and a great deal even in Europe. On

a hundred acres of this foreft, a man might become

a fubftantial farmer ; and a hundred thoufand men

employed in clearing each his hundred acres,, would
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liavdly brigtuen a fpot big enongli to be vefible

from the moon, iinlefs with Herfchel's telefcope S

fo vaft are the regions ftill in wooei.

It is ho^-ever fome comfort to refieft, that, upon

the whole, the quantity of induftry and prudence

among mankind exceeds the quantity of Idlenefs

and folly. Hence the increafe of good buildings,

farms cultivated, and populous cities filled with

wealth, all over Europe, which a few years fince

were only to be found on the coafts of the Medi-

terranean ; and this notwithilanding the mad wars

continually raging, by which are often deftroyed

in one year the works of many years peace. So

that we may hope, the luxury of a few merchants

on the coalt will not be the ruin of America.

One reileaion more, and I will end this long

rambling letter. Almoft all the parts of our bodies

require "" fome expence. The feet demand fhoes ;

the legs (lockings ; the reR of the body clothing ;

and the bellv a good deal of viduals. Our eyes,

tho' exceedingly ufeful, afi<, when reafonable, only

the cheap affiftance of fpedacles, which could not

much impair our finances. But the eyes of other

people are the eyes that ruin us. If all but my-

felf were blind, I fiiould want neither fine clothei;*

fine houfes, nor fine furniture.

,— <..<..<..<4.4.>- >•>>•

—

ON THE SLAVE rRADE.

Xv E A D I N G in the newfpapers the fpeech of

Mr. Jackfon in congrefs, againil meddling with the

E2
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affair Ox^ flavery, or attempting to mend the corn.

dition of flaves, it put me in mind of a fimilar

fpeech, made about an hundred years fince, by Sidi

Mehemet Ibrahim, a member of the divan of Al-
giers, which may be feen in Martin's account of his.

confulfhip, 1687. It was againft granting the peti-

tion of the feft called Erika or Purl/Is, who prayed

for the abolition of piracy and flavery, as being

iinjufl:.—Mr. Jackfon does not quote it
;
perhaps he-

has not feen it. If, therefore, fome of its reafonings

are to be found in his eloquent fpeech, it may only

fhew that men's interefts operate, and are operated

on, with furprizing fimilarity, in all countries and
climates, whenever they are under hmilar circum-^

ilances. The African fpeech, as tranflated, is as

follows :

*' Alia Bifmlllah, &c. God is great, and iMaho-

met is his prophet.

*' Have thefe Erika confidered the conftquences

of granting their petition? If we ceafe our cruifes

againft the Chriftians, how (hail we be furni(hed

with the commodities their countries produce, and

which are fo neccffary for us ? If we forbear to/

raake flaves of their peopL-, Vv^ho, in this hot cll-

jTiate, are to cultivate our lands ? Who are to per-

form the common labours of our city, and of our

families ? Mufl we not then be our own flaves i

And is theie not more compaffion and more favour

-due to us Muffulmen than to thofe Chrillian dogs ?

—We have now above fifty thoufand flaves in and

near Algiers. This number, if not kept up by

irefh fupplies, will, f00n diminifh, and be gradually

annihilated. If, then, we ceafe taking and plun-

dering the infidel fliips, and making flaves of the

feamen and paiTengers, our lands will become of
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no value, for want of cultivation ; the rents of

houfes in the city will fink one half; and the re-

venues of government, arifing from the (hare of

prizes, mud be totally dellroyed.—And for wliat ?

To gratify the whim of a whimfical fed, who

would have us not only forbear making more (laves,

but even manumit thofe we have. But who is to

indemnify their malle's for the lofs ? Will the

ftate do it ? Is our treafury fufficient ? Will the

Erika do it ? Can they do it ? Or would they, to

do what they think juih'ce to the flaves, do a great-

er injuftice to the owners? And if we fct our flaves

free what is to be done with them ? Fev/ of

them will return to their native countries ? they

know too well the greater harddiips they muil

there be fubjeft to. They will not embrace our

holy religion : they will not adopt our manners

:

our people will not pollute themfelves by inter-

marrying with them. Mull we maintain them as

beggars in our ilreets ? or fufTer our properties to

be the prey of their pillage ? for men accuftomed

to flavery, will not work for a livelihood, when

not compelled.—And what is there fo pitiable in

their prefent condition ? Were they not flaves in

their own countries ? Are not Spain, Portugal,

France, and the Italian Hates, governed by def-

pots, who hold all their fubjefts in flavery, with,

out exception ? Even England treats her failors ag

flaves, for they are, whenever the government

pleafes, feized, and confined in fhips of war, con-

demned, not only to work, but to fight for fraall

wages, or a mere fubfiilence, not better than our

flaves are allowed by us. Is their condition then

made worfe by their falling into our hands ? No ;

E 3
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ihcj have only exchanged one llavery for another ;

and I n:\ay fay a better : for here they arc brought

into a land where the fun of Iflamirm gives fortli

Its light, and fliines in full fplendor, and they have

an opportunity of making themfelves acquainted

with the true doctrine, and thereby faving their

immortal fouls. Thofe who remain at home, have

not that happiaefs. Sending the flaves home,

then, would be fending them out of light into

darknefs.

" I repeat tlie queflion, what h to be done with

them ? I have heard it fuggelled, that they may
be planted in the wildernefs, where there is plenty

of land for them to fubfill on, and where they may
flourhh as a free Hate.—But they aie, I doubt,

too little difpofed to labour without compuUion,

as well as too ignorant to cftablilli good govern-

ment : and the wild Arabs would foon molell and

dellroy, or again en^flave them. While ferving

us, we take care to provide them v. ith every thing
;

and they are treated with humanity. The labour-

ers rh their own countries, are, as I am informed,

worfe fed, lodged, and clothed. The condition of

mod of them is therefore already mended, and re-

quires no farther im.provement. Heie their lives

are in fafety. They are not liable to be impreffed

for foldlers, and forced to cut one another's Chrif-

lian thi'oats as in the wars of their own countries.

If fome of the religious mad bigots who now teafe

us with their fdly petitions, have, in a fit of blind

zeal, freed their flaves, it was not generofity, it

was not humanity that moved them to the action j

it was from the confcious burthen of a load of fms,

and hope, from the fuppofed merits of fo good a

work, to be excufed from damnation-—How groff-
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iy are they miftaken, in imagining flavery to be

difavowed by the Alcoran ! Are not the two pre-

'cepts, to quote no more, - Mafters, treat your

flaves with kindnefs-Slaves ferve your mafters

with cheerfuhiefs and fidelity," clear proofs to the

contrary > Nor can the plundering of infidels be

in that facred book forbidden ; fince it is well

known from it, that God has given the world, and

all that it contains, to his faithful Muifulmen, who

are to enjoy it, of right, as faft as they can conquer

it L-t us then hear no more of this deteitable

propofition, the manumiffion of Chiiftian flaves,

the adoption of which would, be depreciating our

lands and houfes, and thereby depriving fo many

eood citizens of their properties, create umverfal

difcontent, and provoke infurredions, to the en-

dangering of government, and producing general

confufion. I have, therefore, no doubt that this

wife council will prefer the comfort and happinefs

of a whole nation of true believers, to the whim

of a few Erika, and difmifs their petition.

Th- refult was, as Martin tells us, that the Di-

.an came to this refolutlon :
- That th^ d^arme,

« that the plundering and enflaving the Chriftians

« isuniuft, is at befl problematical; but that it is

'* the intereft of this ftate to continue the prad.cc

" is clear ;
therefore, let the petition be rejeaed.

''

___.And it was rejeded accordingly.

And fince like motives are apt to produce, m

th- minds of men, like opinions and refolutions,

„,a^y we not venture to predia, from this account,

that the petitions to the parliament of England for

abolifhing the flave trade, to fay nothing of other

E 4
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legiflatures and the debates upon them, will have

a fimilar conclufion,

HISTORICUS.
March 23, 1790.

< •<-<-<^^>">->">

—

-

OBSERFJTIONS ON IVJR.

BY the original law of nations, war and extir-

pation were the punlfhment of injury. Huma-
nizing by degrees, it admitted flavery inftead of

death : a farther ftep was the exchange of prifon-

crs inftead of flavery : another, to refpeft more the

property of private perfons under conqueft, and be

content with acquired dominion. Why fliould not

this law of nations go on improving ? Ages have

intervened between its feveral Heps : but as know-
ledge of late increafes rapidly, why fhould not

thofe fteps be quickened? Why fhould it not be

agreed to, as the future law of nations, that in any
war hereafter the following defcription of men
fhould be undifturbed, have the proteftion of both

fides, and be permitted to follow their employments
in fecurity ? viz.

1. Cultivators of the earth, becaufe they labour

fcr the fubfiilence of mankind.

2. Flfhermen, for the fame reafon.

3. Merchants and traders in unarmed flilps, who
accommodate different nations by communicating

and exchanging the neceffarles and conveniences of

life.
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4. Artifts and mechanics, inhabiting and work-

ng in open towns.

It is hardly necefiary to add, that the hofpitals of

enemies (hould be unmolefted—they ought to be

ainfted. It is for the interelt of humanity in general,

that the occafions of war, and the inducements to it,

ihould be diminlfhed. If rapine be abohfhed, one

of the encouragements to war is taken away ; and

peace therefore more likely to continue and be lail-

ifig.

The pra'fllce of robbing merchants on the high

feas—a remnant of the ancient piracy—thoiigh ir

may be accidentally beneficial to particular perfons.

is far from being profitable to all engaged in it, or t<»

the nation that authorifes it. In the beginning of a

war fome rich (liips are furpi-ifed and taken. This en-

courages the firft adventures to fit out more armed ve[-

fels ; and many others to do the fame. But the ene-

my at the fame time become more careful ; arm their

merchant fliips better, and render them not fo eafy

to be taken ; they go alfo more under the protedrion

of convoys. Thus, while the privateers to take

them are multiplied, the veffels fubje£l to be taken,

and the chances of profit, are dlminiflied ; fo that

many cruifes are made, wherein the expences overgo

the gains ; and, as is the cafe in other lotteries,

though particulars have got prizes, the mafs of ad-

venturers are lofers, the whole cxpence of fitting

out all the privateers during a war being much great-

er than the whole amount of goods taken.

Then there is the national lofs of all the labour

of fo many men during the time they have been

employed in robbing ; who befides fpend what they

get in riot, drunkennefs, and debauchery ; lopfe

their habits of induftrv : are rarely fit for anv fobe'^
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bufinefs after a peace, and ferve only to Increafe the

number of highwaymen and houfe breakers. Even

the undertakers who have been foitunate, are, by

fudden wealth, led into expenfive living, the habit

of which continues when the means of fupporting it

ceafe, and finally ruins them : a jull punilbment for

having wantonly and unfeelingly ruined many honeft,

innocent tiaders and their families, whofe fubrtance

was employed in ferving the common intereO: of

mankind.

< < < <<1j!'^> >>>—

O N T H E

IMPRESS OF SEJMEN.

Notes copiedfrom Dr. Franklin's tvritlng m pencil In thg

margin of Judge Foprs celebrated argument In favour

of the Impressing of Seamen (puhl'ified in the

folie edition of his works.)

Judge Foaer, p. 158. "Every Man."-The"

conclufion here from the nvhole to a part, does not

feem t^ be good logic. If the alphabet fhould fay,

Let us all fight for the defence of the whole ;
that

Is equal, and may therefore >e juft. But if they

fhould fay. Let A, B, C, and D go out and fight

for us, while we (lay at hom§ and fleep in whole

iliins ; that is not equal, and therefore cannot be

iuf>

ni

}h, '* Employ."—If you pleafe. The word fig-

fies engaging a man to work for me, by offer-
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ing him fuch wages as are fuiEcietit to induce him

to prefer my fervice. Th^3 is very different from

compelling him to work on fuch terms as I tliinl;

proper.

Id. " This fervice and employment, 5cc."

—

Thefe are falfe fatls. His employments and fer-

vice are not the fame—Under the merchant he

goes in an unarmed veffel, not obliged to fight,

bnt to tvanfport merchandize. In the king's fer-

vice he is obhged to fight, and to hazaid all tb^'

dangers of battle. Sicknefs on board or king's fl-iips

is alfo more com.mon and more mortal. The m.ei -

chant's fervice too he can quit at the end (.f th-i

voyage ; not the kinj^'s. Alfo, the nierchaiit's

wa^es are much higher.

Ih. *' I am very fenfible, &c."—Kere are two

thino-3 put in comparifon that are not comparabl.; :

viz. injury to feamen, and inconvenience totiadc.

Inconvenience to the whole trade of a nation will

not jtitlify injuHice to a fingle feaman. If the trade

would fuffer without his fervice, it is able snd ought

to be willing to offer him fuch wages as m.ay in-

duce him to afford his fervice voluntaiily.

Pao-e 159. *• Private mifchief mult be borne

" with patience, for preventing a national calami-

i« ty.'*—Where is- this maxim in law and good po-

licy to be found ? And how can that be a m.axini

which is not confident with com.mon fenfe ? If thf

maxim had been, that private mifchief?-, which,

prevent a national calamity, ought to be generouf-

iy compenfated by the nation, one might under-

iland it : but that fuch private mifchiefs are only

to be borne with patience, is abfurd !

Ih, " The expedient, &c. And, &c." (Pa-

ragraphs 2 and 3.)—Tvventy inetfcdual or iccori-
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venient fchemes will not juflify one that is unjuft

Ih. " Upon the foot of, &c."—Your reafonlngs

indeed, like a lie, flands but upon ow^foot ; truth

upon two.

Pao-e 1 60. " Full wages.—Probably the fame

they had in the merchant's fervice.

Page 174. '* I hardly admit, &c/* (Paragraph

^ ) When this author fpeaks of impreffing, page

158, he dimini{hes the horror of the praAice as

much as pofTible, by prefenting to the mind one

failor only fuffering hardfJnp (as he tenderly calls it)

in {omQ particular cafes only: and he places againft

this private mifchief the inconvenience to the trade

of the kingdom.—But if, as he fuppofes is often

the cafe, the failor who is preffed, and obh'ged to

ferve for the defence of trade, at the rate of twenty-

five (hillings a month, could get three pounds fifteen

ihillinors in the merchant's fervice, you take from

him fifty fliiUings a month; and if you have a

lOO^QOO in your fervice, you rob this honeft induf-

trions part of fociety, and their poor families of

2ro.oool. per month, or three millions a year,

and at the fame time oblige them to hazard their

lives in fighting for the defence of your trade ; to

the defence of which all ought indeed to contribute

(and failors among the reft) in proportion to their

profits by it : but this three millions is more than

their (liare, if they did not pay with their perfons ;

but ..vhen you force that, methinks you fliould excufe

the other.

But it may be faid, to give the king's feamen

merchant's wages would coft the nation too much,

and call for more taxes. The queftion then will

amount to this : whether it be juft in a communi-

ty, tliat the richer part fhould compel the poorer
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to fight in defence of them and their pn^perties,

for fuch wages as they tliink fie to allow, and pu-

niOi them if they refiife ? Our author tells us that

it is " /c'o-^/." I have not law enough to diipate

his authorities, but I Cc'-nnot perfuade myfelf that it

is equitable. I will, however, own for the preient,

that It may be lawful when neceffary ; but th.rn I

contend that it may be ufed fo as to produce the

fame good efFeds—the public Jecurity, without do-

ino- fo much Intolerable injuftice as attends the Im-

prefiing common feamen.—In order to be better

underltood, I would premlfe too things; Firfl,

that voluntary feamen may be had for the fervice*

if they were fufficiently paid. The proof is, tha"

to ferve in the fame (hip, and incur the fame dan

rrers, you have no occafion to imprefs captains,

lieutenants, fecond heutenants, midfhipmen, purf-

ers, nor many other officers. Why, but that the

profits of their places, or the emoluments expect-

ed, are fufScient Inducements ? The bufinefs then

is, to find money, by impreffing, fufficlent to make

the fallors all volunteers, as well as their onicets;

and this without any frefii burthen upon trade.—

The fecond of my premifes , Is, that twenty-five

Ihillings a month, with his fnare of fait beef, pork,

and peafe-pudc.ng, being found fufiiclent for the

fubfifience of a hard-working feaman. It will cer-

tainly be fo for a fedentary fcholar or gentleman.

I would then propofe to form a treafury, out of

which encouragements to feamen fnould be paid.

To fill this treafury, I would imprefs a num.ber of

civil officers, who at prefent have great falarles,

oblige them to ferve in their refpecllve offices for

twenty-five fhllllngs a month with their (Iiares of

jr.efs provifions, and throw the reft of their falarles
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into the feamcn's treafury. If fuch a prefs-war^

rant were given me to execute, the firft I would

prefs flnould be a Recorder of Briftoi, or a Mr.

Juftlce Fofter, becaufe "I might have need of his

txlifying example, to (liow how much impreffing

ought "to be borne with ; for he would certainly

find, that though to be reduced to twenty-five (hil-

lings a month might be a private mifch'ief, yet that,

agreeably to his maxim of law and good policy, it

ought to be home iv'ith patience, for preventing a

nadonal calamity. Then I would prefs the reft

of the Jud-es; and, opeciing the red book, I

would prefs ivery civil officer of government from

5oi. a year falary,.iip to 5C,oool. which would

throw an immenfe fum into our treafury : and thefe

gentlemen could not complain, fince they would re-

ceive twenty five flnUingsa month, and their rations 5

and this without being obliged to fight. Laftly, I

think I would imprefs * * * *.

^— <..<••<..<4>->">">—

-

GN THE CRIMINAL LAWS, AND THE

PRACTICE OF PRIVATEERING,

Letter- to Benjamin Faughan, Efq.

March 14th, lySSv

T-JV DEAR TRIEND;

xV M O N G the pamphlets you lately fent

me, was one, entitled, Thoughts on Executive Juf-

tice. In return for that, I fend you one on the
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fame fabjev5l, Ohfervatlons concernant V Execuf'ioii

de. V Article IL de la Declaration fur le Vol Tlicy

are both addrefTed to the Judges, and written, as

you win fee^ In a very different fpiiit. The En-
glifli author is for hanging <^// thieves. The French-

man Is for proportioning punifliments to offences.

If we really believe, as we profefs to believe, that

the law of Mofes was the law of God, the diftate

of divine wifdom, infinitely fiiperior to human ; on

what principles do we ordain death as the punifh-

raent of an offence, which, according to that law,

was only to be punifhed by a reftitution of four-

fold ? To put a man to death for an offence

which does not deferve death, 1^ It not a murder ?

And, as the French writer fays, Doit-on pun'ir un

dsllt contre la fociete par mi crifm contre la nature ?

Superfluous property is the creature of fociety.

Simple and mild laws were fufliclent to guard the

property that was merely neceffary. The favages'

bow, his hatchet, and his coat of fl-clns, were fuf-

ficlently fecured, without law, by the fearofper-

fonal refentment and retaliation. When, by virtue

of the firll laws, part of the fociety accumulated

wealth and grew powerful, they enacted others

more fevere, and would protecl their property at

the expence of humanity. This was abufing their

power, and commeinclng a tyranny. If a favage,

before he entered Into fociety, had ' been told

—

<* Your neighbour by this means, may become
*' owner of an hundred deer ; but if your brother,

**or your fon, or yourfelf, having no deer of your

'•'own, and being hungry, fliould kill one, an In-

" famous death muff be the confequence :" he

v/ould probably liave preferred his liberty, and his

commou right of killing any deer, to all the advan-
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tages of fociety that might be propofed to hiiii.

That it is better a hundred guilty perfons ftiould

efcape, than that one innocent perfon fhould fufFer,

is a maxim that has been long and generally approv-

ed; never, that I know of, controverted. Even

the fanguinary author of the thoughts agrees to it

adding well, " that the very thought of injured in-

** nocence, and much more that of fufering inno-

**cence, muft awaken all our tendered and moft

"compaffionate feelings, and at the fame^ time

*^ raife our higheit indignation againft the inftru-

^» ments of it. But," he adds, " there is no dan-

" o;er o^ either, from a ftrift adherence to the laws.'*

—1\eal1y ! Is it then impoffible to make an unjuft

law ? and if the law itfelf be unjuft, may it not be

the very "inflrument" which ought "to raife the

''author's, and every body's higheft indignation?"

I fee, in the laft newfpapers from London, that a

woman is capitally conviaed at the Old Bailey,

for privately ilealing out of a fhop fome gauze, va-

lue fourteen fliillings and threepence: Is there

any proportion between the injury done by a theft

value fourteen Hnllings and three-pence, and the

punifiiment of a human creature, by death, on a

gibit ? Might not that woman, by her labour

have made the reparation ordained by God, in pay-

ing fourfold? Is not all punifhment inflided be-

yond the merit of the offence, fo much punifliment

of innocence? In this light, how vaft is the ^nnu-

al quantity, of not only injured but fuffer'wg inno=

cence, in almoft all the civilized ftates of Europe !

But it feems to have heen thought that this kmd

of innocence may be punifhed by way of pre'vent-

ing crimes. I have read, indeed, of a cruel Tujk

in'^Barbary, who, whenever he bought a new Chrif
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Uan flave, ordered him Immediately to be hung

up by the legs, and to receive a hundred blows

oF a cudcel on the foles of his feet, that the fevere

fenfe of The punlihment, and fear of incurring it

thereafter, mi^c^ht prevent the faults that a^ould

merit It. Our author himfelf wouid hardly ap-

prove entirely of this Turk^s condud in the govern-

ment of {laves ; and yet he appears to recommend

fomething like it for the government of l^nghlh

fubieas, when he applauds the reply of Judge Bur-

net to the convia horfe-ftealer ;
who be>ng afi.ed

what he had to fay N^'hy judgment of death fhould

not pafs agalnft him, and anfwering, that it was

hard to hang a man for only ftealing, a horfe, was

told by the judge, " Man, thou art not to be

hanged only for Healing a horfe, but that horfes

may not be ftolen." The man's anfwer, if ca..-

didly examined, will, I Imagine, appear reafonable,

as being founded on the eternal piinciple of juftice

and equity, that puniihments Hiould be proportion-

ed to offences, and the judge's reply brutal and

unreafonable, though the writer '' wiares all judges

to carry it with them whenever they go to the

circuit, and to bear it In their minds, as containing

a wife reafon for all the penal ftatutes which they

are called upon to' put in txecution. It at once il-^

luftrates (fays he) the true grounds and reafons of

all capital puniihments whatfoever, namely, that

every man's property, as well as his life, may be

held facred and inviolate." Is there then no dif=

ference in value between property and life? If I

think it right that the crime of murder fhould
^

be

punifhed with death, not only as an equal punilh^

ment of the crime, but to prevent other murders,

F
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does It foUow that I muft approve of the fame pum%
ment for a httle Invafion on my property by theft ?

If I am not myfdf fo barbarous, fo bloody-minded^
and revengeful, as to kill a fellow-creature for fteal-
ing from me fourteen fhilHngs and three-pence,
how can I approve of a law that does It ? Mon-
tefquieu, who was himfelf a judge, endeavours to
iniprefs other maxims. He muft have known
what humane judges feel on fuch occafions, and
what the affeas of thofe feelings; and, fo far fromthmkmg that fcvere and cxceffive punlfhments pre-
vent crimes, he afferts, as quoted by our French
writer, that

" Vatroclte des loix en empeche /' execution,

u ^l/^'/^f /^ ^'''''' ^ ^-^ "^'fi^-'^ ^« £/^ fouvent
oblige de lu'i prefeter rimpunitL
" La caufe des tons les reldchemens -vient de I'im-yunite des crimes, et non de la moderation des" peines.

It Is fald by thofe who know Europe generally,
that here are more thefts committed and punlflicd
annually m England than In all the other nations
put together. If this be fo, there muft be a caufe
or caufes for fuch depravity In our common people.
May not one be the deficiency of juftlce and mo-
rahty in our national government, manlfefted In
our oppreffive conduft to fubjeas, and unjuft wars
on our neighbours? View the long perfifted in,
unjuft, monopolizing treatment of Ireland, at length
acknowledged! V\^^ the plundering government
exerciied by our merchants In the Indies • the
confifcating war made upon the American colo.
nies

; and, to fay nothing of thofe upon France
and Spain, view the late war upon Holland, which
was fcen by impartial Europe In no other light
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than that of a war of rapine and pillage ; the hopes

of an immenfe and eafy prey being its only appa-

rent, and probably its true and real motive and

encouragement. Jultice is as flridly due between

neighbour nations as between neighbour citizens,

A highwayman is as much a robber when he plim-

ders in a gang, as when fmgle ; and a nation that

makes an unjuft war is only a great gang. After

employing your people in robbing the Dutch, it ig

ihange that, being out of that employ by peace,

they ftill continue robbing, and rob one another ?

Plrats7'lc, as the French call it, or privateering, is

the unlverfal bent of the Engilili nation, at home
and abroad, wherever fettled. No lefs than feven

hundred privateers were, it is fald, commiffioned in

the lall: war! Thefe were fitted out by merchants,

to prey upon other merchants, who have never done

them any injury. Is there probably any one of

thofe privateering merchants of London, who were

fo ready to rob the merchants of Amilerdam, that

would not as readily plunder another London mer-

chant of the next ilreet, if he could do It with the

fame impunity ! The avidity, the alienl appetens

Is the fame ; it is the fear alone of the gallows

that makes the difference. How then can a nation^

which, rmong the hcnefteft of Its people, has fo

many thieves by inclination, and whofe govern-

ment encouraged and comm.Ifiioned no lefs than

feven hundred gangs of robbers ; how can fuch a

nation have the face to condemn the crime in in-

divlduals, and hang up twenty of them in a morn-

ing ! It naturally puts one in mind of a Newgate
anecdote. One of the prifoners complained, tha^

in the night fdmebody had taken his buckles out

F 2
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of his flioes. «'What the devil!" fays another^
" have vi^e then thieves amongft us ? It muft not
be fuffered. Let us fearch out the rogue, and pump
him to death."

There is, however, one late inftance of an Eng-
lifh merchant who will not profit by fuch ill-got-

ten gain. He was, it feems, part owner of a fhip,

which the other owners thought fit to employ as

a letter of marque, and which took a number of
French prizes. The booty being fhared, he has
iiow an agent here enquiring, by an advertifement
in the Gazette, for thofe who fuffered the iofs, in

order to make them, as far as in him lies, reftitu-

tion. This confcientious man is a Quaker. The
Scotch prefbyterians were formerly as tender ; for

there is flill extant an ordinance of the town-
council of Edinburgh, made foon after the Re-
formation, "forbidding the purchafe of prize

goods, under pain of lofing the freedom of the

burgh for ever, with other punifhments at the will

of the magiftrate ; the practice of making prizes

being contrary to good confcience, and the rule of
treating Chriftian brethren as we would wifh to

be treated ; and fuch goods are not to befold by any

godly men luith'm this burgh. ^^ The race of thefe

godly men In Scotland is probably extind, or their

principles abandoned, fince, as far as that nation had a
hand in promoting the waragainft the colonies, priz-

es and confifcations are believed to have been a con-

iiderable motive.

It has been for fome time a generally-received

opinion, that a military man is not to enquire whe-
ther a war be juil or unjuft ; he is to execute his

orders. All princes who are difpofed to become
tyrants, muft probably approve of this opinion,
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and be willing to eftablini it ; but Is It not a dan-

gerous one ? fince, on that principle, If the tyrant

commands his army to attack and deRroy, not on-

ly an unoffending neighbour nation, but even his

own fubjeas, the army Is bound to obey. A ne-

gro flave, in our colonies, being commanded by

his mailer to rob* or murder a neighbour, or do

any other Immoral aft, may reiufe ;
and the ma^

giflrate will proted him In his refufal. The flave-

ry then of a foldler Is worfe than that of a negro •

A confclentlous officer, if not reftralned by the

apprehenfion of its being imputed to another caufe,

may Indeed refign, rather than be employed in an

unjuft war, but the private men are Haves for life

and they are perhaps incapable of judging for them-

felves. We can only lamevat their fate, and ftiU

more that of a failor, who is often dragged by force

from his honell occupation, and compelled to im-

brue his hands in perhaps innocent blood. But

methinks it well behoves merchants (men more

enlightened by their education, and perfedly free

from any fuch force or obligation) to confider well

of the juftlce of a war, before they voluntarily en-

gage a gang of ruffians to attack their fellow-mer-

chants Sf a neighbouring nation,^ to plunder them

of their property, and perhaps ruin them and their

famlHes, if they yield It ; or to wound, maim, and

murder them, if they attempt to defend it. Yet

thefe things are done by Chriftian^ merchants,

whether a war be juft or unjuft ;
and it can hard-

ly be juft on both fides. They are done by Eng-

liih and American merchants, who, neverthelefs,

complain of private theft, and hang by dozens the

thieves they have taught by their own example,

E 3
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It is high time, for the fake of hamanitv, that a

ftop were put to this enormity. The United States
of America, though better fituated than any Euro
pean nation to make proHt by privateering, (moil
of the trade of Europe, with the Weft-Indies naff-
ing before their doors) are, as far as in them lies,
endeavouring to aboh'/h the pra^ice, by offering,
in all their treaties with other powers, an j^rticle,'

engaging folemnly, that, in cafe of future war, no
privateer fliall be commiffioned on either fide ; and
that unarmed merchant-fhips, on both fides,

'

(hall
purfue their voyages unmolefted *. This will be

* This offer having been excepted by the late PCina of Pruf-

l^' x/''^^'^
of amity and commeixe was concludedbnwecn

that Monarch and the United States, containing the following
humane, philanthropic article

;. in the formation of which Dr''Franklm, as one of the American Plenipotentiaries, was prin-
cipally concerned, viz,

' f

ARTICLE XXIII.
If war fbould arife between the two contraaing parties the

merchants of either country, then refiding in the other, fliall be
allowed to remain nine months to colleft their debts and fettle
their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their effefts
without molellation or hindrance : and all women and chil-
dren, fcholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, arti-
fans, manufafturers, and fifliermen unarmed and mhabitin- un-
fortified towns, villages, or places, and m general all ot^^ers
-whofe occupations Pre for the common fubfiftence and benefit
of mankind, fball be allowed to continue their refp^ftive em-
ployments, and fnail not be molefled in th^ir p-rfons, nor fhall
their houfes or goods be burnt, or otherwife deftroyed nor
tneir fields wafted, by the armed force of the enem.y into whofe
pov/er, by the events of war, they may happen to fall ; but if
any thing is neceffary to be taken from them for the ufe 'of fiich
armed force, the fame {ball be paid for at a reasonable priceAnd all merchant and trading veffels employed in exchangincr
tne product of different places, and thereby rendprin^ the ne-
ceffanes, conveniences, and comforts of human life in^ore eafy
to be obtained, and m.ore general, {hall be allowed to pafs fr^'c
and unmoleiled

; and neither of the contrafting powers iliall
grant or iffue any conimifllon to any private armed veilels em-
powering them to take or deftrov iuch trading veffels, or in-
terrupt fuch commerce.
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a happy improvement of the law of nations. The

humane and the juft cannot but wi(h general fuc-

cefs to the propofition.
j rr o •

„
With unchangeable efteem and attedtion,

I am, my dear friend,

Ever yourSo

<..<..4..«^<|»>">->-> =

REMARKS CONCERNING the SAVAGES of

NORTH AMERICA.

O A V A G E S we call them, becaufe their

manners differ from ours, which we think the per-

feaion of civility ; they think the fame of theirs.

Perhaps, if we could examine the manners ot

different nations with impartiality, we fhould find

no people fo rude as to be without any rules ot

pohtenefs ; nor any fo polite as not to have fome

remains of rudenefs.

\ The Indian men, when young, are hunters and

\ warriors ; when old, counfellors ; for all their go-

vernment is by the counfel or advice of fages ;

there is no force, there are no prifons, no othcers

to compel obedience, or Inflia punlihment. Hence

they generally ftudy oratory ;
the heft fpeaker

having the moft influence. The Indian women

till the ground, drefs the food, nurfe and bring up

the children, and preferve and hand down to pof.

terlty the memory of public tranfadlons. Thefe

employments of men and women are accounted

natural and honourable. Having iew artificial

wants, they have abundance of leifure for improve-

ment by convcrfatlon. Our laborious manner of

life, compared with theirs, they efteem flavifh and

baie ; and the learning on which we value ouf

E4
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felves, they regard as frivolous and ufelefs. An
Inftance of this occured at the treaty of Lancafter,
in Pennfylvani'a, anno 1744, between the govern-
ment of VIrgimaand the Six Nations. After the
principal bufinefs was fettled, the commiffioners
from Virginia acquainted the Indians by a fpeech,
that there was at William fhiiVg a college, with a
fund, for educating Indian youth; and that if
the chiefs of the Six Nations would fend down half
a dozen of their fons to that college the govern-
ment would take care that they fhould be well pro-
vided for, and inllruded in all the learning of the
white people. It is one of the Indian rules of po-
litenefs not to anfwer a public propofition the fame
day that it is made ; they think it would be treat-
ing it as a light matter ; and they (liew It refpe^ft

by taking time to confider It, as of a matter import-
ant. They therefore deferred their anfwer till the
day following

; when their fpeaker began, by cx-
preffing their deep fenfe of the kindnefs of the
Virginia government, In making them that offer

;
'' for we know (fays he) that you highly efteem
the kind of learning taught In thofe colleges, and
that the maintenance of our young men, while with
you, would be very expenhve to you. We are
convinced, therefore, that you mean to do us good
by your propofal, and we thank you heartily. '^Eut
3''ou who are wife, mu(l know, that different na-
tions have different conceptions of things ; and you
will theiefore not take It amifs, If our Ideas of this

kind of education happen not to be the fame with
yours. We have had fome experience of it: fe-

veral of our young people were formerly brought
up at the colleges of the northern provinces : they
were inftruded in all your fcicnces ; but when they
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eame back to ns, they were bad runners ; igno-

rant of every means of living in the woods ; una-

ble to bear either cold or hunger ; knew neither

how to build a cabin, take a deer, or kill an ene-

my ; fpoke our language imperfeftly ; were there-

fore neither fit for hunters, warriors, or counfel-

lors ; they were totally good for nothing. We
are however not the lefs obliged by your kind of'

fer, tliough we decline accepting it : and to (liow

our grateful fenfe of it, if the gentlemen of Viigi-

nia will fend us a dozen of their fonsj we will take

great care of their education, infiruft ihcm in all

we k:u)w, and make men of them."

Ha»'ing frequent occafions to hold public coun-

cils, they have acquired great order and decency

in conducing them. The old men fit in the foie-

moft ranks, the warriors in the next, and the wo-

men and children in the hindmoii. The bu'lnefs

of the women is to take exact notice of what palTes,

imprint it in their memories, for they have no writ-

ing, and communicate it to their children. They
are the records of the council, and they preferve

tradition of the ftipulations in treaties a hundred

years back ; which, wh-en we compare with our

writings, we always find exaft. He that would

fpeak, rifes. The reft obferve a profound filence.

When he has finidied, and fits down, they leave

him five or fix minutes to recoiled, that i^ he has

omitted any thing he intended to fay, or has any

thing to add, he may rife again and deliver it.—

-

To interrupt another, even in common converfa-

tion, is reckoned highly indecent. How different

this is from the conduft of a polite Britifh Houfe
©f Commons, where fcarce a day pafit^s without
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fome confufion, that makes the fpeaker hoarfe in

calling to order ; and how different from the mode
of converfation in many polite companies of Eu-
rope, where, if you do not deliver your fentence

with great rapidity, you are cut off in the middle

of it by the impatient loquacity of thofe you con-

vcrfe with, and never fuffered to flnifii it !

The politenefs of thefe favages in converfation,

IS, indeed, carried to excefs ; fince it does not per-

mit them to contradift or deny the truth of what
is aiferted in their prefence. By this means they

indeed avoid difputes ; but then it becomes diffi-

cult to know their minds, or what impreffion you
make upon them. The mifTionaries who have at-

tempted to convert them to Chiiilianity, all complain

of this as one of the great difficulties of their miffion.

The Indians hear with patience the truths of the gof-

pel explained to them, and give their ufual tokens of

aiTent and approbation : you woijld think they were
convinced. No fuch matter. It is mere civility.

A Swedifli m.iniller having aiTembled the chiefs of

the Sufquehannah Indians, made a fermon to them,

acquainting them with the principal hidorical fads

bn which our religion is founded ; fuch as the fall of

car nrft parents by eating an apple ; the coming of

Chriil to repair the raifchief ; his meracles and fuf-

fering, £5V.—When he had finiTned, an Indian orator

Rood up to thank him. ** What you have told us,'*

fays he, *' is all very good. It is indeed bad to eat

apples. It is better to make them all into cyder.

, We aie much obliged by your kindnefs in coming fo

; far to tell us thofe things which ySu have heard from

your mothers. In return, I will tell you fome of

thofe we have heard from ours.
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** In the beginning, our fathers had only the

fiefh of animals to fubfill on; and if their huntin^^

was unfuccefsful, they were Aarving. Two of our

young hunters havinj^ killed a deer, made a fire

in the woods to broil fome parts of it. When
they were about to fatisfy their hunger, they be-

held a beautiful young woman defcend fiom the

clouds, and feat herfelf on that hill which you fee

yonder among the Blue Mountains. They faid

to each other, it is a fpirit that perhaps has fmelt

our broiling venifon, and wifhes to eat of it : let

us offer fome to her. They prefented her with

the tongue: (he was pleafed with the tafle of it,

and faid, " Your kindaefs fhall be rewarded. Come
to this place after thirteen moons, and you (hall

findfomething that will be of great benefit in nou-

ri(hing ycu and your children to the lateft genera-

tions. They did fo, and to their furprife, found

plants they had never feen before ; but which,

from that ancient time, have been conftantly cuL

tlvated among us, to our great advantage. Where
her right hand had touched the ground, they found

maize; where her left hand had touched it they

found kidney-beans, and where her back-fide had fat

on it, tobacco." The good miffionary, difguiled with

this idle tale, faid, '' What I delivered to you were

facred truths ; but what you tell me is meie fable,

fiftion, and falfehood." The Indian, offen^xcd, re-

plied, " My brother, it feems your friends have

not done you juftice in your education ; they have-

not well inftnlfted you in the rules of common civi-

lity. You faw that we, who underlland and practife

thofe rules, believed all 3'our (lories, why do you re-

f!}fe to believe ours ?"
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When any of them come into our towns, our
people aie apt to crowd round them, gaze upon
thern, and incommode them where they defire to
be private

; this they efteem great rudenefs, and
the effc(?c of the want of inilrudlon in the rules of
civility and good manners. *« V/e have," fay

they, *' as much curioihy as you, and when you
come into our towns, wc wifh for opportunities of
looking at you ; but for this purpofe we hide our-

felves behind budies where you are to pafs, and
never intrude ourfelves into your company."

Their manner of entering one another's villages

has likewife its rules. It is reckoned uncivil in

travelling Grangers to enter a village abmptly, with-
out giving notice of their approach. Therefore, as

foon as they arrive within hearing, they Hop and
hollow, remaining there till invited to enter. Two
old men ufually ccm^e out to them, and lead them in.

There is in every village a vacant dwelling, called

the ilutngers' houfe. Here they are placed, while

the old men go round from hut to hut, acquainting

the inhabitants that flrangers are arrived, who are

probably hungry and weary ; and every one fends

them what he can fpare of vidluals, and fl^ins to re-

pofe on. When the icrangers are refreflied, pipes

and tobacco are brought ; and then, but not before,

converfation begins, with enquiries who they are,

whither bound, what news, ^c. and it ufually ends

with offers of fervice ; if the flrangers have occafion

for guides, or any neceffaries for continuing' their

journey ; and nothing is exaft^d for the entertain-

ment.

The fame hofpitality, efteemed among them as

a principal virtue, is praftifed by private perfons ;

of which Conrad IVeifef, our interpreter, gave ms
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the following inftance. He had been nataraKzed

among the Six Nations, and fpoke well the ^lo-

hock language. In going through the Indian

country, to carry a meiTage from our governor

to the council at Onondciga, he called at the habita-

tion of Canafjdego, an old acquaintance, who em-

braced him,*^fpread furs for him to fit on, placed

before him fome boiled beans and venifon, and

mixed fome rum and water for his drink. When

he was well refrefhed, and had ht his pipe, Canaf-

letecTo began to converfe with him: aiked how he

had fared the many years frace they had feen each

other, whence he then came, what occafioned the

journey, ^c. Conrad anfwered all his queftions ;

and when the difcourfe began to flag, the Indian,

to continue It, faid, Conrad, you have lived

long among the white people, and know fomething

of their cufloms ; I have been fometimes at Alba-

ny, and have obferved, that once in feven days

they fliut up their fliops, and aifemble all in the

great houfe ; tell me what it is for
! What

do they do thefe ?" "They meet there," fays

Conrad, 'Uo hear and learn good things.'' "I do

not doubt," fays the Indian, "that they tell you

fo ; they have told me the fame : but I doubt the

truth of what they fay, and I will tell you my rea-

fons. I went lately to Albany, to fell my flcins,

and buy blankets, knives, powder, rum, ^c. You

know I ufed generally to deal with Hans Hanfon ;

but I was a little inclined this time to try fome

other merchants. HtDwever, I called firil upon

Hans, and aflced him what he would give for beaver.

He faid he could not give mofe than four fliil-

lings a pound : but, fays he, I cannot talk on bu-

finefs now ; this is the day when we meet together
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to Itd^rn good tljings, and I am going to the meeting.
So I thought to myfelf, fince I cannot do any bu^
llnefs to-day, I may as well go to the meeting too^
and I went with him. There ftood up a man in
black, and began to talk to the people very angrily.
I did not underftand what he faid ; but perceiving
that he looked much at me, and at Planfon, I ima-
gined he was angry at feeing me there : fo I went
out, fat down near the houfe, llrua fire, and lit

my pipe, waiting till the meeting fliould break up.
I thought too that the man had mentioned fome-
thing of beaver, and I fufpeded it might be the
fubjea of their meeting. So when they came out
I accolted my merchant. * Well, Hans/ fays I
* I hope you have agreed to give more than four
fliillings a pound.* * No,' fays he, *I cannot give
fo much, I cannot give more than three fhilKngs
and fix- pence.' I then fpoke to feveral other deal-
ers, but they all fung the fame fong, three and fix-

pence, three and fix-pence. This made it clear

16 me that my fufpicion was right ; and that what-
ever they pretended of meeting to learn good things,
the p'jrpofe was to confult how to cheat Indians^'n
the price of beaver. Confider but a little, Conrad,
and you mud be of my opinion. If they met fo
often to learn good things, they would certainly
hat-e learned fome before this time. But they are
ilill ignorant. You know our pradice. If a white
man, in travelling through our country, enters one
of our cabins, we all treat him as I do you ; we
dry him if he is wet, we warm him if he is cold,

and gxvQ him meat and drink, that he may allay

his thirll and hunger: and we fpread foft furs for
him to- reft and fleep on : we demand nothing in
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return*. But if I go into a white man's houfe at

Albany, and ailc for victuals and drink, they fay,

Where is your money, and if I have none, they fay,

Get out, you Indian dog. You fee they have not

yet learned thofe little good things that wt need no

meetings to be inftrutSted in, becaufe our mctheis

taught them to us when we were children ; and

therefore it is impoffible their meetings fliould be,

as they fay, for any fuch purpofe, or have any fuch

efFeft ; they arc only to contrive the cheating of

Indians in the price of beaver."

To Mr. Dubourg, Concerning the Diffinfons he

tiveen England and America.

I

London, October 2, 1770.

SEE with pleafure that we think pretty much

ahke on the fubjecls of Englifh America. We
of the colonies have never infilled that v/e ought

to be exempt from contributing to the common
expences neceflary to fupport the profperity of the

empire. W^e only aflcrt, that having parliaments

of our own, and not having reprefentatives in that

of Great-Britain, our parliaments are the only judges

of Vv'hat we can and what we ought to contribute

* It is remai-kable, that in all ages and countries, hofplLalit,y

has been allowed as the virtue of thofe, whom, the civilized

were pleafed to call Barbarians ; the Greeks celebrated the

Scythians for it. The Saracens poirelfed it eminently; an'd it

is to this day the reigning virtue of the wild Arabs. Sc. Paul
too, in the relation of his voyage and fhipwreck on the ifland

of Melita, fays, "The barbarous people fhewed us no litth

"kindnefs, for they kindled a fire, and received us every one,

''becaufe of the prefent rain, and becaufe of the cold." This
aote is taken from a fmall collediou of Franklin's papers prin:-

edforDilly.
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in this cafe ; and that the Englifh parliament has

no right to take our money without our confent.—

-

In fad, the Britifh empire is not a fingle ftate ; it

comprehends many ; and though the parliament

of Great Britain has arrogated to itfelf the power
of taxing the colonies, it has no more right to do
fo, than it has to tax Hanover. We have the fame

.

kingj but not the fame legiflatures.

The difpute between the two countries has alrea-

dy coft England many millions fterling, which it

has loft in its commerce, and America has in this

refped been a proportionable gainer- This com-
merce confifled principally of fuperfluities ; objeds
of luxury and fafliion, which we can well do with^

out ; and the refolution we have formed of import-

ing no more till our grievances are redreffed, has

enabled many of our infant manufadurs to take

root ; and it will not be eafy to make our people

abandon thern in future^, even rtiould a connection

m.ore cordial than ever fucceed the prefent trou-

bles— I have, indeed, no doubt that the parlia-

ment of England will finally abandon its prefent

pretenfions, and leave us to the peaceable enjoyment

of our rights and privileges.

B. FRANKLIN.

—<..<..<. .<^>..>..>..>. __i

j4 Corapanjon of the Conduel of the ancient Jews,
and of the A nti federalists in the United States

of America.

A Zealous advocate for the propofed Fe-
deral Conftitution in a certain public aflembly faid,
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that '* the repugnance of a great part of mankind
" to good government was fuch, that he believed,

" that if an angel from heaven was to bring down
** a conditution formed there for our ufe, it would
" neverthelefs meet with violent oppofition."

—

He was reproved for the fuppofed extravagance of

the fentiment ; and he did not jullify it Proba-

bly it might not have immediately occurred to him

that the experiment had been tried, and that the

event was recorded in the moil faithful of all hiflo.

ries, the Holy Bible ; otherwife he might, as it

feems to me, have fupported his opinion by that un-

exceptionable authority.

The Supreme Being had been pleafed to nouriili

up a fmgle family, by continued afts of his atten-

tive providence, 'till it became a great people : and

having refcued them from bondage by many mira-

cles performed by his fervant Mofes, he perfonally

delivered to that chofen fervaut, in prefence of the

whole nation, a conilitution and code of laws for

their obfervance ; accompanied and fanftioned with

promifes of great rewards, and threats of fevere

puniflim.ents, as the confequence of their obedience

or difobedience.

This conftitution, though the Deity himfelf was

to be at its head (and it is therefore called by poli-

tical writers a Theocracy) could not be carried into

execution but by means of his miniiters; Aaron and

his fons were therefore commiiTioned to be, with

Mofes, the firil eilablifaed miniilry of the new go-

vernment.

One would have thought, that the appointmenl:

of men who had diilinguifhed themfelves in procuring

the liberty of their nation, and had iiazarded their

F
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lives in openly oppofing the will of a powerful mo-

narch who would have retained that nation in ilavery,

might have been an appointment acceptable to a

grateful people ; and that a conftitution, framed for

them by the Deity himfelf, might on that account

have been fecure of an univerfal welcome reception.

Yet there were, in every one of the thirteen tribes,

fome difcontentcd, reftlefs fpirits, who were continu-

ally exciting them to rejeft the propofed new govern-

ment, and this from various motives.

Many ftill retained an affection for Egypt, the

land of their nativity, and thefe, whenever they felt

any inconvenience or hardfhip, though the natural

and unavoidable efreft of their change of fituation,

exclaimed againft their leaders as the authors of their

trouble ; and were not only for returning into Egypt,

but for ftoning their deliverers*. Thofe inclined to

idolatry were difpleafed that their golden calf was

deftroyed. Many of the chiefs thought the new

conftitution might be injurious to their particular

jnterefts, that the profitable places would be engrojfed

by thefamilies and friends of Mofes and Aaron, and

others equally well-born excludedf,—-In Jofephus,

nnd the Talmud, we learn fome particulars, not fo

fully narrated in the fcripture. We are there told,

" that Corah was ambitious of the priefthood ; and

offended that it was conferred on Aaron ; and this,

as he faid, by the authority of Mofes only, ivUhout

the confent of the people. He accufed Mofes of having,

* Numbers, chap xiv.

+ Numbers chap. xvi. vcr. 3. " And they gathered them-

felves together againft Mofes and Aaron, and faid unto them

,

ve take too much upon you, feeing all the congregations are

holy, every one of them—wherefore then tft ye up yourfrlve^

above the congregation ?"
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by various artifices, fraudulently obtained the^govern-

ment, and deprived the people of their liberties ; and

of confpiring v>'ith Aaron to perpetuate the tyranny

in their Family. Thus, though Corah's real motive

was the fupplanting of Aaron, he perfuaded the

people he meant only the public good ; and they,

moved by his inlinnations, began to cry out—" Let

us maintain the common liberty of our refpeclive tribes

;

"WQ have freed ourfelves from the flavery impofed upon

us by the Egyptians, and (hall we fuffcr ourfelves to

be made flaves by Mofes ? If we mAift have a mailer,

it were better to return to Pharaoh, who at leall: kd.

us vv'ith bread and onions, than to ferve this new-

tyrant, who by his operations has brought us into

danger or famine.'* Then they called in queftion

the reality of his] conferrenee vi'ith. God; and objetl;-

cd to the privacy of the meetings, and the prevent-

ing any of the people from being prefent at th?

colloques, or even approaching the place, 33

grounds of great fufpicion. They accnfed Mofes

alfo Q>ipeculai'wn ; as embezzling part of the golden

fpoons and the filver chargers, that the princes had

offered at the dedication of the altar*, and the oifer-

ings of the gold of the common peoplef , as well as

moll of the poll taxj; ; and Aaron they accnfed of

pocketing much of the gold of which he pretended

to have made a molten calf. Befides peculation,

they charged Mofes with amhitlon ; to gratify which

paffion, he had, they faid, deceived the people, by
promifing to bring them to a land flowing with milk

and honey ; inflead of doing which, he had brought

tlremy/'&w fuch a land; and that he thought light of

* Numbers, chap^ vii. + Exodus, chap. xxxv. ver. 2,2,

t Xumbers, chap. iii. and Exodws, chap, xxx,

F 2
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this mifchief, provided he could make himfelf an

ahjolute prince'^ . That, to fuppovt the new dignity

with fplendoLir in his family, the partial poll tax al-

ready levied and given to Aaionf was to be followed

by a general one;}:, which would probably be aug-

mented from time to time, if he were fufFered to go

on promulgating new laws on pretence of new occa-

fional revelations of the divine will, till their whole

fortunes were devoured by that ariftocracy."

Mofes denied the charge of peculation ; and his

accufers were deftitute of proofs to fupport It; though

faas, if real, are in their nature capable of proof.

" I have not," faid he, (with holy confidence in the

prefence of God) " I have not taken from this peo-

ple the value of an afs, nor done them any other

injury.'* But his enemies had made the charge, and

v.'ith fome fuccefs among the populace ;
for no kind

of accufation Is fo readily made, or eafily believed,

by knaves, as the accufation of knavery.

In fine, no lefs than two hundred and fifty of the

principal men " famous In the congregation, men of

renown^^" heading and exciting the mob, worked

them up to fuch a pitch of phrenfy, that tliey called

out, ttone 'em, ilone 'em, and thereby fecure our

llberties ; and let us choofe other captains that may

lead us back Into Egypt, In cafe we do not fucceed

in reducing the Canaanltes.

On the whole, it appears that the Ifraelites were

a people jealous of their newly acquired liberty,

which jealoufy was In Itfelf no fault; but that when

* Numbers, chap. xvi. ver. 13. " Is it a fmall thing that

thou haft brought us up out of a land Enov/iiig with milk and

honey, to kill us in this v/ild-mefs, except thou make t.iyieU

altogether a prince over us ?"'

i Numbers, chap. iii. ; Exodus- chap. xxx.

\ Numbers, chap. xvi.
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they fufFered it to be worked upon by artful meny

pretending public good, with nothing really in view

but private intereft, they were led to oppofe the

eftabhihment of the new conftitution, whereby they

brought upon themfclves much inconvenience and

misfortune. It farther appears from the fame inefti-

mable hiftory, that when, after many ages, the con-

llitution had become old and much abufed, and an

amendment of it was propofed, the populace as they

had accufed Mofes of the ambition of making him-

felf a prince, and cried out, ftone him, ftone him ;

fo, excited by their high-priells and fcribes, they

exclaimed againll the Mefliah, that he aimed at be-

coming king of the Jews, and cried, crucify him,

crucify him. From all which we may gather, that

popular oppofition to a public meafure is no proof of

its impropriety, even though the oppoiition be excited

and headed by men of diftincfiion.

To conclude. I beg I may not be underftood to

infer, that our general convention was divinely in-

fpired when it formed the new federal conilitution,

merely becaufe that conftitution has been unrea-

fonably and vehemently oppofed : yet, I muft own,

I have fo much faith in the general government

of the world by Providence, that I can hardly

conceive a tranfaftion of fuch m.omentous import-

ance to the welfare of milHons now exitling, and

to exiil: in the pofterity of a great nation, fhould

be fuffered to pafs without being in fome degree

influenced, guided, and governed by that omnipo-

tent, omniprefent and beneficent Ruler, in whom
all inferior fpirits live, and move, and have their

being.

F3

,



•iio ESSAYS.

THE INTERNAL STATE OF AMERICA.

Being a true Defcription of the Interejl and Policy of
that vaj]: Continent,

X HERE is a tradition, tliat, in the planting of
New-England, the firft fettlers met with many
difficulties and haidfiiips ; as is generally the cafe

when a civilized people attempt eicablifl-iing them-
felves in a wilderncfs country. Being pioufiy dif-

pofed, they fought relief from Heaven, by lay-

ing their wants and diftreffes before the Lord, in

frequent fet days of falling and prayer. Conftant
meditation and difcourfe on thefc fubjedts kept
their minds gloomy and difcontented ; and, like

the children of Ifrael, there were many difpofed to

return to that Egypt which perfecution had induced

them to abandon. At length, when it was pro-

pofed In the afiembly to proclaim anoth^ faft,

a farmer of plain fenfe rofe, and remarked, that the

inconveniencies they fuffered, and concerning which

they had fo often wearied heaven with their com-
plaints, were not fo great as they might have ex-

pefted, and were diminifning every day as the co-

lony ftrengthened ; that the earth began to reward

their labour, and to furnifli liberally for their fub-

•fiftence
; that the feas and rivers were found full

of filh, the air fweet, and the climate healthy ; and,

above all, that they were there in the full enjoy-

ment of liberty, civil and religious : he therefore

thought, that reflecting and converfmg on theie

fubjeds would be more comfortable; as tending
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more to make them contented with their fituation ;

and that It would be more becoming the gratitude

they owed to the Divine Being, if, inftead of a fall,

they fhould proclaim a thankfgiving. His advice

was taken,- and from that day to this they have,

in every year, obferved clrcumllances of public fe-

licity fumcient to furnifh employment for a thankf-

giving day, which is therefore conilantly ordered

and veligioufly obferved.

I fee in the public newfpapers of different ftates

frequent complaints of hard times, deadnefs of tradey

fcarclty of money. Sic. &c. It is not my intention

to affert or maintain that thefe complaints are en-

tirely without foundation. There can be no coun-

try or nation exiting, in which there will not be

fome people fo circumilanccd as to find it hard to

gain a livelihood ;
people who are not in the way

cf any profitable trade, and with whom money is

fcarce, becaufe- they have nothing to give in ex-

change for it ; and it is always in the power of a

fmail number to make a great clamour. But let

us take a cool view of the general ilate of our af.

fairs, and perhaps the profped will appear lefs

gloomy than has been imagined.

The great bufmefs of the continent is agriculture.

For one artifan, or merchant, I fuppofe, we have

at lead one hundred farmers, and by far the great-

ell part cultivators of their own fertile lands, from

whence many of them draw not only food necef-

fary for their fubfillence, but the materials of their

clothing, fo as to need very few foreign fuppliesj

while they have a furplus of produftions to difpofe

of, whereby wealth is gradually accumulated. Such

has been the goodnefs of Divine Providence to thefe

F 4-
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regions, and fo favo^irable the climate, that, fince

the three or four years of hardfhip in the firll fet-

tlement of our fathers here, a famine or fcarcity

has never been heard of amongft us ; on the con-

trary, though fome years may have been more, and
others lefs plentiful, there has always been provi-

fion enough for ourfelves, and a quantity to fpare

for exportation. And although the crops of lafl;

year were generally good, never was the farmer

better paid for the part he can fpare commerce,
as the publifhed price currents abundantly teftify.

The lands he polfefles are alfo continually rifmg in

value with the increafe of population ; and, on the

whole, he is enabled to give fuch good wages to

thofe who work for him, that all who are acquaint-

ed with the old world mufl agree, that in no part

of it arc the labouring poor fo generally w^ell fed,

well clothed, well lodged, and well paid, as in the

United States of America.

If we enter the cities, we find that, fince the

revolution, the owners of houfes and lots of ground
have had their intereft vaftly augmented in value ;

rents have rifen to an aftonifhing height, and thence

encouragement to increafe building, which gives

employment to an abundance of workmen, as does

alfo the increafed luxury and fplendour of living

of the inhabitants thus made richer. Thefe v/ork-

men all demand and obtain much higher wages
than any other part of the world could afford them
and are paid in ready money. This rank of peo-

ple therefore do not, or ought not, to complain of

hard times ; and they m.ake a very confiderable

part of the city inhabitants.

At the diftance I live from our American fi/he-

ries, I cannot fpeak of them with any degree of



ESSAYS. 113

ceitainty ; but I have not heard that the labour of

the vakicible race of men employed in them is

worfe paid, or that they meet with lefs fuccefs, than

before the revolution. The whale-men indeed

have been deprived of one market for their oil ;

but another, I hear, is opening for them, which

it is hoped may be equally advantageous ; and the

demand is conftantly increaiing for their fperma-

ceti candles, which there bear a much higher price

than formerly.

There remain the merchants and fi^iop-keepers.

Of thefe, though they make but a fmall part of

the whole nation, the number is confiderable, tco

great indeed for the bufiaefs they are employed

in ; for the confumption of goods in every coun-

try has its limits; the faculties of the people, ihzi

is, their ability to buy and pay, is equal only to a

certain quantity of merchandize. If merchants

calculate amifs on this proportion, and import too

much, they will of courfe find the fale dull for the

overplus, and fome of them will fay that trade

ianguifhes. They fliould, and doubtlefs will, grow

wifer by experience, and import lefs. If too many
artificers in town, and farmers from the country,

flattering themfelves with the idea of leading

eafier lives, turn (hop-keepers, the whole natural

quantity of that bufinefs divided among them all

may afford too fmall a fliare for each, and occafion

complains that trading is dead ; thefe may alfo

fuppofe that it is owing to fcarcity of money, while

in faft, it is not fo much from the fewnefs of buy-

ers, as from the exceffive number of felleis, that

the mifchief arifes ; and, if every fhopkeeping

farmer and mechanic would return to the ufe of

his plou^ih and woiking tools, there would remain
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of widows, and other women, Aopkcepers fuffici-

ent for the bufinefs, which might then afford them

a comfortable maintenance.

Whoever has travelled through the various parts

of Europe, and obferved how fmall is the propor-

tion of people in affluence or eafy circumilances

there, compared with rhofe in poverty and mifcry
;

the few rich and haughty landlords, the multitude

of poor, abjeft, rack-rented, tythe-paying tenants,

and half-paid and half-ftarved ragged labourers

;

and views here the happy mediocrity that {o gene-

rally prevails throughout thefe ftates, where the

cultivator works for iTimfelf, and fupports his fa-

mily in decent plenty; will, methinks, fee abun-

dant reafon to blefs Divine Providence for the

evident and great difference in our favour, and be

convinced that no nation known to us enjoys a great-

er fnare of human felicity.

It is true, that in fomc of the dates there are

parties and difcords ; but let us look back, and ailc

it we were ever without them? Such will exift

wherever there is liberty; and perhaps they help

to preferve it. By the collifion of different fenti-

ments, fparks of truth are llruck out, and political

light is obtained. The different fadions, which at

prefentdlvide us, aim allat the public good; the differ-

ences are only about the various modes of promoting

it. Things, ad ions, meafures, and objeds of all

kinds, prefent tbemfelves to the minds of men in

fuch a variety of lights, that it is not poffible we

fliould all think ahke at the fame time on every

fubjed, when hardly the fame man retains at all

times the fame ideas of It. Parties are therefore

the comm.on lot of humanity ; and ours are by no

means more mifchievous or lefs beneficial than thofe
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of otiier countries, nations, and ages, enjoying in the

fame degree the great blefling of political liberty.

Some indeed among us are not fo much grieved

for the prefent Hate of our affairs, as apprelienfivc

for the future. The growth o^ luxury alarms them,

I

and they think we are from that alone in the higli

I

road to ruin. They obferve, that no revenue is

I

fufhcitnt without oeconomy, and that the moil pleu^

i tiful income of a whole people from, the natural

! produ&ions of their country m.ay be diffipated in

' vain and needlefs expences, and poverty be intrcduc-

i
ed in the place of aliluence.—This may be pciTible.

It however rarely happens : for there fecms to be In

[
every nation a greater proportion of indudry and

I

frugality, which tend to enrich, than of idlenefs and

prodigality, which occahon poverty ; fo that upon

the whole there is a continual accumulation. Re-

j

fiecl that Spain, Gaul, Germany, and Britain were

I

in the time of the Romans, inhabited by people

little richer than our favages, and coniider the wealth

they at prefent poffefs, in numerous well-built cities,

improved farms, rich moveables, magazines fcocked

with valuable manufactures, to fay nothing of plate,

jewels, and coined money ; and all this, notvvitli-

ilanding their bad, wallcful, plundering governments,

and their mad defiruftive wars ; and yet luxury and

extravagant living has never fuffered much reilraint

in thofe countries. Then confider the great pro-

portion of induftrious frugal farmers inhabiting the

interior parts of thefe American dates, and of whom
the body of our nation confiils, and ju-'ge whether

it is poflible that the luxury of our {,'d-ports can be

fufficient to ruin fuch a country.—If the importation

of foreign luxuries could ruin a people, we fhould

probably have been ruined long ago ; for the Britidi
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nation claimed a right, and praAifed it, of import-

ing among us not only the fiiperfluities of their own
produftion, but thofe of every nation under heaven ;

we bought and confumed them, and yet we flourifh-

ed and grew rich. At prefent our independent go-

vernments may do what we could not then do, dif-

courage by heavy duties, or prevent by heavy prohi-

bitions, fuch importations, and thereby grow richer ;

if, indeed, which may admit of difpute, the defire

of adorning ourfelves with fine clothes, poifeffing

fine furniture, with elegant houfes, &c. is not, by
ftrongly inciting to labour and induftry, the occafion

of producing a greater value than is confumed in

the gratification of that defire.

The agriculture and fifneries of the United

States are the great fources of our increafing wealth.

He that puts a feed into the earth is recompenfed,

perhaps by receiving forty out of it ; and he who
draws a fifli out of our water, draws up a piece of

filver.

Let us (and there is no doubt but we fhall) be

attentive to thefe, and then the pov/er of rivals,

with all their reftraining and prohibiting a<5ts, can-

not much hurt us. We are fons of the earth and

feas, and, like Antaeus in the fable, if in wreftling

with a Hercules we now and then receive a fall,

the touch of our pai-ents will communicate to ug

frefli ftrength and vigour to renew the conteft.
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INFORMATION to those who would RE-

MOVE TO AMERICA.

'jL ANY" perlons in Europe kaving, aivectly, or

by letters, exprefTed to the writer or this, who is

well acquainted with North America their defire

of tranrpordng and eftabliihing themfeives in that

country ; but who appear to him to have formed,

through ignorance, miftaken ideas and espeftations

of wh°at is to be obtained there ; he thinks it may

be ufeful, and prevent inconvenient, expeniive, and

fruitlefs removals and voyages of improper perfons,

if he oives fome clearer and truer notions of that

part of the world, than have hitherto prevailed.

Ke finds it imagined by numbers, that the in-

habitants of North America are rich, capable of

rewarding, and difpofed to reward, all forts of m-

genuity; that they are at the fame time ignorant

of all the fciences, and confequently that ilrangers,

polTeinng talents in the bellesdetters, fine arts, &c.

mull be heighly eileemed, and fo well paid as to

become eaiuy rich themfeives ; that there are alfo

abundance of profitable offices to be difpofed of,

which the natives are not qualified to fill ; and

that having fevv pevfons of family among them,

ftrangers of birth muft be greatly refpefted, and

of courfe eahly obtain the bed of thofe oSces,

which u'ill make all their fortunes ; that the go-

vernments too, to encourage emigrations from Eu-

rope, not only pay the expence of their perfonal

'.•gnfoortatlon. but give lands gratis to (Grangers,
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with negroes to work for them, utenfils of huf^
bandry, and flocks of cattle. Thefe are all wild
imaginations; and thofe who go to America with
expeftations founded upon them, will furely find

themfelves difappointed.

The truth is, that though there are in that coun-
try icw people fo miferable as the poor of Europe,
there are alfo few that in Europe would be called

rich
; it is rather a general happy mediocrity that

prevails. There are few great proprietors of the
foil, and few tenants : moft people cultivate their

own lands, or follow fome handicraft or merchan-
dife ; very few rich enough to live idly upon their

rents or incomes, or to pay the high prices given
in Europe for painting, ftatues, architefture, and
the other works of art that are more curious than
ufeful. Hence the natural geniufes that have ari-

fen in America, with fuch talents, have uniformly
quitted that country for Europe, where they can
be more fuitably rewarded. It is true that letters

and mathematical knowledge are in efteem there

but they are at the fame time more common than
is apprehended; there being already exifting nine

colleges, or univerfities, viz. four in Nev/-England,

and one in each of the provinces of New-York,
New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virgi-

nia, all furnifhed with learned profeffors ; befides

a number of fmaller academies : thefe educate many
of their youth in the languages, and thofe fci-

ences that qualify men for the profeffions of divi-

nity, law, or phyfjc. Strangers indeed are by no

means excluded from exercifing thofe profeffions

;

and the quick iucreafe of inhabitants every where

gives them a chance oF employ, which they have

In common with the natives. Of civil officers, or
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^.mpIoyment8, there are few ; no fuperfluous ones

as in Europe ; and it is a rule eftabliflied in foip.e

of the ilates, that no oSce fliould be fo profitable

as to make it defirable. The 36th article of the

conftitution of Pennfylvania runs exprefsly in theie

words: "As every freeman, to preferve his inde-

pendence, (if he has not a fuflicient ellate) ought to

have fonie profeilion, calling, trade, or farm, vvhere-

by he may honeftly fubfiil:, there can be no necef-

fity for, nor ufe in eftablifning offices of profit ; the

ufual effcds of which are dependence and fervility,

unbecoming freemen, in the pofiefTors and expec-

tants ; faction, contention, corruption, and difor-

der among the people. Wherefore, whenever an

office, through increafe of fees or otherwife, be-

comes fo profitable as to occafion many to apply

for it, the profits ought to be leiTened by the legif-

lature."

Thefe ideas prevailing more or lefs in all ihx

United States, it cannot be worth any man's while

\vho has a means of living at home, to expatiate

himfelf in hopes of obtaining a profitable civil of-

fice in America ; and as to niilitary offices, they

are at an end with the v/ar, the armies being dif-

banded. Much lefs is it advifeable for a perfon to

go thither, who has no other quality to recommend
him but his birth. In Europe, it has indeed hi
value; but it is a commodity that cannot be carried

to a worfe market than to that of America, where
people do not enquire concerning a firanger, IVnai

h he ? but What can he do? If he has any ufeful

art, he is welcome ; and if he exercifes it, and be-

liaves well, he will be refpefted by all that know
him; but a mere man of quality, who on that ac-

count wants to live upon the public by fome office
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or falary, will be defplfed and dlfregarded. The
hufbandman is in honour there, and even the me-
chanic, becaufe their employments are ufeful. The
people have a faying, that God Almighty is him-
fel a mechanic, the greateil in the univerfe : and

he IS refpetted and admired more for the variety,

iMgeniiity, and utility of his handiworks, than for

the antiquity of his family. They are pleafed with

the obfer-vation of a negio, and frequently mention

it, that Boccarorra (meaning the white man) make
de black man v/orkec, make de horfe workee,

make de ox workee, make ebery ting workee ; on-

ly de hog. He de hog, no workee ; he eat, he

drink, he walk abont, he *go to fleep when he pleafe,

he libb like a gentleman. According to thefe opi-

nions of the Americans, one. of them would think

lumfelf more obliged to a genealogift, who could

prove for him. that his ancedors and relations for

ten generations had been ploughmen, fmiths, car-

penters, turners, weavers, tanners, or even fhoe-

makers, and confequently that they were ufeful

members of fociety ; thari if he could only prove

that they were gentlemen, doing nothing of value,

but living idly on the labour of others, mere feuges

conjumere nutV^ , and other wife good for nothings till

by their death their eftates, like the carcafe of the

negro's gentleman-hog, cofee to be cut up.

With regard to encouragements for llrangers

from government, they are really' only what are

derived from gooti laws and liberty. Strangers

iire welcome becaufe there is room enough for them

all, and therefore the old inhabitants are not jea-

icus of them ; the laws protetl them fufficiently,

* born
Mv-^rely to eat up tlie corn. watts.
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io'that they have no need of the ^patronage of great

men ; and every one wlii enjoy fecuiely the proSts

of his induitry. Bat if he does not bring a fortune

',vith him, he mult work and be industrious to live.

One or two years refidence give him all the rights

of a citizen; but the government does not at prc-

fcnt, whatever it may have done in former times,

iiire people to becoine fettlers, by paying their

paffages, giving laud, negroes, utenfils, flock, or

any other kind of enfiolnment whatioever. In (l.ort,

America is the land of labour, and by no means

what the Englifh call LubberlancU and the French

Pays ds Cocdgne, where the ilreets are faid to be

paved with half-peck loaves, the hoiucs tiled' wjta

pancakes, and where the fowls fiv about ready

roalted, crying. Come mime I

Who then are the' kind of perfons to whom an

emigration to America would be advantageous ?

And what are the advantages they may reafonably

€xped ?

Land being cheap in that country, from the vail;

forells ilill void of inhabitants, and not likely to be

occupied in an age to come, infomuch that the

property of art hundred acres of fertile foil full of

wood may be obtained near the f-ontiers, in many

places, for eight or ten guineas, hearty young la-

bouring men, who und§rlla*nd the hufoandry of

corn and cattle, which is nearly the fame in that

country as in Europe, may cafily etlablirn them-

fclves there. A little money faved of the good

wages they receive there while they work for others,

enables them to buy the land and begin their plan-

tation, in which they are affifted/by the good-will of

their neii-hboursj and fume credit. Multitudes of

G
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poor people from England, Ireland, Scotland, and"

Germany, have by this means in a few years become
wealthy farmers, who in their own countries, where
ail the lands are fully occupied and the wao-es of la-

bour low, could never have emerged from the mean
condition wherein they v/ere born.

From the faiubrity of the air, the healthinefs of
the chmate, the plenty of good provifions, and
the encouragement to early marriages, by the cer-

tainty of fubfiftence in cultivating the earth, the
incrcafe of inhabitants by natural generation is very
rapid in America, and becomes ftill more fo by the

acceffion of ftrangers ; hence there is a continual de-

mand for more artifans of all the neceffary and ufeful

kinds, to fupply thofe cultivators of the earth with
houfes, and with furniture and utenfils of the grofTer

forts, which cannot fo well be brought from Europe.
Tolerable good workmen in any of thofe mechanic
arts, are fure to find employ, and to be well paid

for their woik, there being no reih-aint.s preventing

ilrangers from exercifing any art they underftand, nor

any permiilion neceffary. If they are poor, they be-

gin firft as fervants or journeymen ; and if they are

fober, induftrious, and frugal, they foon become maf-

ters, eftablifn themfelves in bufmefs, marry^ raife fa-

milies, and become refpe6table citizens,

Alfo, perfons of moderate fortunes and capitals,

^rho having a number of children to provide for,

are defirous of bringing them up to indnlirv,

and to fecure eflates for their poiteritv, have

opportunities of doing it In Ameiica, which En-

rope does not afford. Tliere they ir-.j.y he taught

and practife prontablc mechanic avi;:?,, without in-

curring difgrace on that acc;;-j..t ; but on tie

vO'itrjirv acqr:i>'r-^ refi^e'rl: nv fi;ci: ;.ib^l:t:::s. TLeie
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fmall capitals laid out in lancl^, which daily he-

comc more valuable by the ixicreafe of people, af-

ford a folid profpe3: of ample fortunes thereaftc.-

for thofe children. The writer of this has known

feveral inftances of large tracts <.>f land, bought <rii

•what was then the frontier of Pennfylvania, iW
ten pomids per hundred Pcres v.Miich, after twen-

ty rears, A^-hen the fettleinerits had been exten.led.

far beyond them, i»>ld readily, without any im-

provement made upon them, for three pounds per

acre. The acre, in America, is the fame with the

Eno;li(h acre, or the acre cf Kormandv.

Thofe who defire to underhand the ilate 6i go-

vernment in America, ^^'T>uld do well to read the

conilitutions of the feveral dates, and the articles

of confederation that bind the whole together for

general purpofes, under the direftion of one afiem-

bly, called the Congrefs. Thefe conftitutions hav-?

been printed, by order of Congrefs, in America ;

two editions of them have alfo been printed iu

London ; and a good tranHation of them into

French, has lately been pubiiilied at Paris.

Several of the princes of Europe having of lat",

from an oninion of advant-ige to arife by produc-

ing all commodities and mar.ufa^'tures within their

own dominions, fo as to GiminiPa or render ufelefs

their iiriport^tions. have erdeavoured to entice

woikmcn from other countries, by hic!"h falarits',

j^rivileg'^s, &:c. I\Iany perh-;;-!3 pre^endi^^g to be

..ip<il!ed in various c-reat manufactures, trr;ap-ini!u-

"that A-nei !ca mufl be in want of the^yi, and that

the Congrefs would probablv be. d ifpo fed, to in;:^? ;

the princes abnye mentioned, have propof^d to r >

over, on cond't'on cf having ihcir pana-Tcs Daid,

!"nd given, fidaries a^^ooiiited, exchinvc p^iviieo-:;^
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for terms of years, &c. Such perfons, on reading

the drticles of confederation, will hnd that the

CoMgrcfs have no power .committed to them, or

mo!iey put into their hands for fuch pijrpofes ; and

that if any fuch encouragement is given, it mud
be by the govern men t of fome particular Hate.

This, however, has rarely been doF.e in Am.eriea ;

. and when it has been done, it has rarely fucceeded,

fo as to eftablifh a manufaClure, which the coun-

try was not yet fo ripe for as to encourage private

perfons to fet it up ; labour being generally too dear

there, and hands difficult to be kept together eve-

ry one defiring to be a mailer, and the cheapnefi

of land inclining many to leave trades for agricul-

ture. Some indeed have mst wirh fuccefs, and are

carried on to advantage; but ; they are generally

fuch as require only a few hands, or wherein great

part of the work is performed by machines. Goods

that are bulky, and of fo fmall value as not well

to bear the expence of freight may often be made

cheaper in the country, than they can be import-

ed ; and the manufaCLUte of fuch goods will be

profitable wherever there is a fufScient demand.

The farmers in America produce indeed a good

deal of wool and flax ; and none is exported, it is

all worked up ; but it is in the way of domeftic

mann failure, for the ufe of the family. The buy-

ing up quantities of wool and flax, vi^ith the defign

to employ fpinners weavers, &c. and form great

eitablifliments, producing quantities of linen and

woollen goods for fale, has been feveral times at-

tempted in different provinces ; but thofe projefts

have generally failed, goods of equal value being

imported cheaper. And when the governments

have been folicited to fupport fuch fchems by en-
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couragemeits, in money, or bv jmpofing dcitics r,n

i'Tiportation of fiicli good;?, it h:ts been generally

refafed, on this principle, that if the country is line

for the m:inufa6\:are, it may be carried on bv pri-

vate perfons to advantage ; and if not, it is a folly

to think of forcing nature. Great en:ablirn:-nenLS

of manufafture, require' great numbers of p )0:- to

do the work for fnall wr.jes ; thufe poor ?.re to

be fou«:i in -Europe, bjt '.vi!! not be foimd in Anie-
ric^i, tills the landt; are all talun up and cultiva-

ted,, .agid,the excefs of people who cannot get land
want .employment. The manuBiaure of llik, they
fiy, is na:i;ral in France^ as that of cloth in En^-
l:\.i:l, bec:\iue eacli country produces in ph:ntv the
f.ril materi-l ; but if England will have a manu-
£ir3:ure of filk as well as that of cloth, and France^
of cloth as v/ell as that of fdk, thefe u:^n\tural ooe-
ratious niu't be fupported by n^utaal prohibiti-
ons, or high duties on the i-po'tation of each
other's goods; by which means the workmen aie
enabled to tax the home confumer by greater
prices, while the higher wages they recciv^makes
them neither happier nor richer, fince tliey onlv
drink n-)re and wo:k Ms. l^heref^^re th^ govern^
ments of Amesica do nothing to encourai fuch
projeds. The people, by this means, are "not im-
pofed on, either by the merchant or mechanic : if
;the mercban: demands too much profit on imnorted
i/hoes they buy of the (hoemaker

; and it he afks too
^)igh a price, they take them of the merchant

;

thus the two profeiTions are checks on each other'*
The. Hioemaker, however, has, on the whol-^V
confiderable proSt upcii his labour in America, be-
yond what he had in Europe, as he can add to his
price a fum nearly equal to a!! the evp:=nces of
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lreip;ht and commimon, rifque or infurance, Scc>

liCctfTanly chai ged by the merchant. And it is

Ltie iame with every other mechanic art. Hence it li

tliat arlifans generally hve better and more ealily

\.\ Ameiica than in En; ope ; and fuch as are good

(jcononiills make a comtortrble provliion for age,

and for their children. Such may, therefore remove

with advantage to Annerica.

In the old long-fettled countries of Europe, all

arts, trades, profeffions, farms, Sic. are fo full, that

it is difiicuk for a poor man who has children to

:>iace them where they may gain, or leajn to gain

a decerst livelihood. The artifans, v%ho fear cre-

ating future rivals in bufinefs, refufe to take ap-

prenuces, but upon conditions of money, maintc-

u^nce, or the like, wiiich the parents are unable

to. comply with. Hence the youth are dragged up

in ignorance of every gainful art, and obliged to

become foldiers, or fervants, or thieves, for a fub-

fi.teuce. lu AiTierica, the rapid increafe of inhabi-

tants takes away that feai' of rivaliliip, and artifans

\»illingly receive apprentices from the hope of pro-

lit by their labour, during the remainder of the

time itipu-laced, after they ihiall be inllrudted.

Hence it is eaiy for poor families to get their chil-

aren iRilruiled ; for the artifans are fo defirous of

apprentices, that many of them will even give mo-

2-iey to the parents, to have boys' from ten to fifteen

years of age bound apprentices to them, till the

age of twenty-one ; and many poor parents have,

by that means, on their arrival in tlie country, raif-

ed money enough to buy land fuEcient to eftabliai

themfelves, and to fubfiil the reit of their family

by agriculture. Thefe contracts for apprentices

rtic niudc before a ma'Tidrate, who regulates the
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ii':n-eernent according to reafon and juillce ; and

LaviiVT in view the foruiation of a futuie r.fefal

citizen, obliges tlie malter to engage by a written

indenture, noc only that, daring the rime of iervice

itipulated, the apprentice fnall be duly provided

with meat, drink, apparel, wafhing, and lodging,

and at its expiration with a complete new fuit of

clothes, but alfo that he (hall be taught to read,

write and cafl accounts ; and that lie fhall be well

inftru6l«d in the art or profeiiion of his mailer, or

fome other, by which he may afterwards gain a

livhhood, aud be able in his return to raife a fami-

ly. A copy of this indenture is given to the ap-

prentice or his friends, and the niagiltrate keeps a

record of it, to whicli recourfe may be had, in cafe

of failure by the mafter in any point of perform-

ance. This dehre among the mailers to have more

hands employed in working for them^ indaces

them to pay the paffages of young perfons, of both

fexes, who, on their arrival, agree to ferve them

one, two, three, or four years : thofe wlio have al-

ready learned a trade, agreeing for a fliorter term,

in proportion to their fl-:ill, and the confequent

immediate value of their fervice ; and thofe who
liave none, agreeing for a longer icrm, in conHder-

ation of ieing taught an art their poverty would

r.ot peimit them to acquire in their own country.

The almoil general mediocrity of fortune that

prevails in Am.erica, obliging its people to follow

forae buhnefs for fubfiilence, thofe vices that arifc

ufually from idlenefs, are in a great meafure pre-

vented. Induftry and conftant employment are

great prefervatives of the morals and virtue of a na-

tion. Hence bad examples to youth are mjore rare

in Americv-^^ which mud be a comfortable confider-

G 4
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added.ation to parents. To tbis may be truly

that ferlous religion, under its various denomina-
tions, is net only tolerated, but refpected and prac-

tifed. Atheifm is linknown there ; infidelity rare

and fecret ; fo that pcrfons may live to a great age

ifi that country without having their piety Hiockcd

by meeting with either an atheift or an infidel.

And the Divine Being feems to have manifefted

hh approbation of the mutual forbearance and
kindnefs with which the different fe(?is treat each

other, by the remarkable profperity with v.'hich

he has been pleafed to favour the whole country-

—>•<•<•< <vj-,++>->->>

—

FmJL SPEECH OF DR. FRJNKLIN IN
THE LATE FEDERAL CONFENTION *

.

MR. FRCSIDENT,

CONFESS that I do not entirely approve of

this conftitution at prefent : but, SIV, I am not

fure I fnall never approve it ; for liaving lived long,

I have experienced many infiances of being oblig-

ed by better information, or further confideration,

to change opinions even on important fubjeds,

\vhich I once thought right, but found to be other-

v/Ife. It is, therefore, that the older I grow, the

iv.ore apt I am to doubt my own judgment, and

ro pay nic-e refpedl to the judgment of others.

Moil meUj, indeed, as well as mod fefts of religion,

think themfelves in polTeffion of all truth, and that

whenever others differ from them, it is fo far error.

'* Our reafor-s for afvjribins; this Tpeech to Dr. Franklin, are

Ilr internal evidence, and its having apprarrd witli his name,
during his life-time, ijnr.oritradi6icd. in s.n Ame'-ican periodi-

.ai pub Vic at' on.
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^teel, a proteilant. in a dedication, tells the pope,

thit ** tiie only difference bet'.veen our two cnurch-

trines, is, the Romith cliuvch is infallible and the

chavch cf England never in the wrong." Bnt,

thou di many private perfons think almoft as high-

ly of their own 'infallibility as of that of their feft,

few exprefs it fo naturally ?s a ci-tain French la-

dy, who, in a little difpute with her filler, faid, I

don't know how it happens, inler, but I meet with

nobody but myfelt that is aKvays in the right. //

r'v a cue 71291 qui a toiijours raifan. In thefe fenti-

ments, Sir I agree to this conRitution, with all its

r'auks, if they uve fuch ; becanfe I think a general

government nectiTaiy for us, and there is no form

of governR^iCJit, hut wl;at may be a blefiing, if well

adminiiiered ; and I believe farther, that this is

likely to be v.'ell adminiiiered for a courfe of vcars,

and can only end in defpotifT), as other forms have

done before it, when the people ihall become fo

corrupted as to need defpotic government, being

incapable of any ether. I doubt too, whether any

other convention we can obtain, m,ay be able to

make a better conPiitution. For when • you af-

femble a number of men, to have the advantac-e

of tlieir j;)int Vvdfdom, you aifemble with thofc

men, all their prejudices, their pafTions, their

errors of opinion, their local interefts, and their

fclfifli views. From fuch an afTem.bly can a perfeft

production be expected ? It therefore aHonidies

me. Sir, to find this fyftem approaching fo near

to perfcdtion as it does ; and I think it will aito-

nidi our enemies, who arc waiting with confidence,

to hear that our councils are confounded, like

ihofe of the builders of Babilon, and that our
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fiates are on the point of fc;:!arationj oijIv to meet

Jiiereafter for the purpofe of cutting each other's

Tlvjs I confent, Sir, to t'iiis conflitutioii bccaufj

I expeci; no better, ai-.d bccaufe I am not fuie that

this is not the bell;. The opinions I iuive had of

Its errors. I facriiice to the pubhc good. I have

never whifpered a fvlhible of them abroad. With-

in thefe walls they were born ; and here they Hiall

die. If every one of us, in returning to our con*

ilituents, were to lepo; t trie objections he has had

to it, and endeavour to gain partifans in fupport of

them, we might prevent its being generally receiv-

ed and thereby lofe all the falutary ciTefts and

o-rtat advantages lefuliing naturally in our favour

among foreign natiouc, as well as among onrfclves,

from our real or apparent unanirniLy. Much ot

the ftrength or efficiency of any govenment, in

procuring and fecuring happinefs to the people,

depends on opinion; on the general opinion of the

goodneis of that government, as well as of the wif.

dom and inte2;rity of its governois.

I hope, therefore, that for our own fakes as a

part of the people, and for the fake of our pofteri-

ty we fnall aft heartily and unanimoufly in recom-

mending this conftitution, wherever our influence

may extend, and tuin our future thoughts and en-

deavours to the means of having it well admini-

ilered.

On the whole, Sir, I caimot hehp exprefTing a

\vi(\\, that every member of the convention, who

may filU have objeftions, would v.ith me on this

occafion, doubt a little cf liis own infallibility,

and to make manifvf!: cur unanimitVj put his r.ame

to this inftrnment.
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[The motioa was th^n made fjr adding the lull

formula, viz.

Done in Convention, by the unanirrious confent,

Svic. which was agreed tO; and added accordingly.]

SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL.

For the CoiijUcralion of ihe Tnijlces of th^ PIAhiM'

ph'ia Academy *.

T is expected t:iat every fchrikr to be admitted

iiito tliis fchool, be at Icall able to pronounce and

divide the lyllabks in reading, and to write a legi-

ble hand. None to be received that are under

years of age.

n:iST, OR LOWEST CLAS3.

Let the liill clafs learn the Englidi Grammar
j'ules, and at the fame time let particalar care be

taken to iinprove them in orthography. Perhaps

the latter is bell done by pairing the fcholars
;

two of thofe neareib equal in thtir fpelling to be

put together. Let thcfe ftrive for viftory ; each

propounding ten words every day to the other to

be fpelled. He that fpells truly moft of the other's

words, is viftor for that day ; he that is vidlor moft

days in a month, to obtain a prizis, a pretty neat

book of fome kind, uicful in their future iludies.

This method fixes the attention of children ex-

* This piece did noc come to hand till the volume had been
fom; time at the preis. This v.-js the caie alio witli ievcral

other papers, and muil be our .;poioL'"v iji" ^nv deietb thiit

^nav ai)pc;?.r in the arransi^ineni.
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t,emely to the orthography of wordsj and makes

them good fpellers very earlv. It is a Hiame for

a man to be fo ignorant of this little art in his own

language, as to be perpetually confounding words

of like found and different fignincations ; the con-

fcioufnefs of which defed makes fome men, other-

wife of good learning and underdanding, averfe tor

writing even a common letter. '

Let the pieces read by the fcholars in this cb.fs

be n-iort ; fuch as Croxal's fables a.nd- llttk Horir^s.

Jn giving the lefTon, let it be read to tliem ; l-:"? the

meaning of the difficult words in it be explained

to them ; and let them con over by themfelves be-

fore they are called to read to the mafler oraiilier ;

who is to take pa; ticuin- care that they do not read

too faft, and that th.ey duly obferve the Hops atid

paufes. A vocabulary of the moft ufunl di'r.cult

words migliL be formed for their ufe, with e::p'a-

nation? ; and they might daily get a few of thofe

words and exolanations by heart, which u/ould a

little exercife their memories; or at leall they might

write a number of them in a fmall book for the pur-

pofe, vyhich would help to fix the meaning of thofe

words -in tlieir minds, and at the fame time fisrniHi

every one with a little diftionary for his future ufeo

THE SECOND CLASS

To be taught reading with a^ftention, and with'

proper modulations of the voice ; according to the

fentiment and fuhject.

Some Oiort pieces, not exceeding the length of

a Speftator, to be ^J.-'sn this clafs for lefTous (aud

fome of the eafier Speftators would be very fuita-

ble for thiC puipofe). Thefe leffons might be giv-

en every night as tafias j. the fcholars to lludy them
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agaiaft the morning. Let it thea be required of

them to give an account, iiril of the parts ot ipcech

and conihuClian of one or two fentences. T-'his

will obh'ee them to recur freauciulv to their o-r;?aii-

rcar, and fix its principal rules in their niemorv.

NvTxt, of the intention of the vvriter, c^r the fcope

of th.e piece, the meaning of each fcitence, and

of every uncommon word. Tiiis would eaily ac-

quaint them with the rneaning and force of wo'-ds,

and give them that raoll necelTary habir, of reading

with attention.

The ma;lir then to read the piece with the pro-

per modulations of voice, due emphafi^, and iuita-

ble a£lion, where action is required ; and put the

youth on imitating his manner.

Where the author has ufed an exprefiion not the

bell, let it be pointed out; and let his beauties be

particularly remarked to the youth.

Let the leiTons for reading be varltfd, that the

youth may bs made acquainted with good fryks of

all kinds in profe and verfe, and the proper man-
ner of reading- each kind—fometimes a v el' told

(lory, a piece of a fermon, a general's fpeath to his

foldiers, a fpeech ia a tragedy, {(:\ac pa-.t of a co-

medy, an ode, a fatire, a letter, blank veiie, Hudi-
braliic, heroic, &c. But let fuch IcTons be chofea

for reading, as contain fome uRfui iiiftrufrion,

whet eby the underit«id'ng or morals of die youth
may at the lame time be improved.

It is required th.it they Tnould firf: fludy ?nd
underiland the leiibns, before they a.e put uoori

reading them properly ; to which e-.i 1 each hoy
Ihould have an En^Tlira diclionarv, to hrjvj him
over difficulties. When our boAs '-end Fr.j.'-lifh. to
us, we are apt to Imagine they undeil[a}d what
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they read, becaiifc we do, and becaufe it is tlitir

mother t',)r.gue. But they often read, as parrots

fpe.ik, kiipv^ing little or nothing of the meaning.

An-) it is-irnponible a reader fhould give the du°

rnodul-'.tion to his voice, and pronounce properly,

iinlefs his underitanding goes before his tongue,

find makes him mailer of the fentiment. Acciif-

toming boys to read aloud what they do not firit

iinderttand, is the caufe of thofe even fet tones fo

common a:T!ong readers, which, when they have

once got a habit of ufmg, they find fo dinicult to

correft ; by which means, among fifty readers we

fcarcely find a good one. For want of good read-

ing, pieces pubh'died with a view to influence th.c

minds of men, for their own or the public benefit,

lofe half their force. Were there but one good

reader in a neiglibourhood,- a public orator might

be heard throughout a nation with the fame ad-

vantages, and have the fame effeft upon his au-

dience, as if they flood within the reach of hi-s

voice.

THE THIRD CLASS

To be tau;;ht fpeaking properly and gracefully r

Vxhich is near a-kin to good reading, and naturally

follows it in the dudies of youth. Let the fchola'?,

of this clafs begin with learning the elements of

rhetoric from fome fl^ort fyftem, fo as to be able t >

give an acount of the mod ufeful tropes and fi-

gures. Let all their bad habits of fpeaking, all

offences againft good grammar, all corrupt or fo-

reign accents and all improper phrafes, be pointed

out to them. Short fpeeches from the Rom?.n cr

other hidory, or from the parliamentary debate^,

might be got by heart, and deliveitd with tl e

proper aclion, Sic. Speeclies and fccnes in oar be't
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tragedies and comedies (avoiding tilings tlif.t cou^d
injure the morals of youth) might likewife be got
by

^

rote, and the boys exercifed in ^leHvering'^or
aaing them

;
great care being t?d^en to form their

manner after the triieil models.

For their f^irther improrement, and a lit' le tf>

^'ary their {Indies, let them now tegin to read hi-'
ftory, after having got by heart a ihort table of th-c

principal epochas in chronology. They may be-
gin with Pvollin's ancient and Roman hiitories, and
proceed at proper hours, as they go throu-h the
ilibfeqiient clalTes, with the bell hiflori-, 'ol onr
own nation and colonies. Let emulation be ex^
cited among the boys, by glv'wg weekly, little
prizes, or other fmi-Jl encouragements, to thofe
who are able to give the bei^ account of what they
have read, as to times, places, names of peifons,
<xc. This will make them read with attention^
and imprint the hifto-y well in their memories!
In remarking on the hiftory, the mailer will hare
fine^oportunitiesof inftiiling inilruaion of various
kinds,^ and improving the morals, as v/ell as the
underdandings of youLii.

The natural and mechanic hiflory, contained in
the Speclac/e lie hi NaUirc, might aflb be beqan iii

^l^'t
^"^^^^' '''"^ continued through the fubfe-uent

claiTes by other books of th.e famte hind : for, ""nev-^
to the knowledge of duty, this kind of knowledgl
rs certainly tlie moil ui^fn], as well as the mod e^^
tertaining. The merchant may thereby be ^na-
bled better to underiland many commodities \n
Irade

;
the handicraftfoian to improve his buunefs

by new inaruments, mixtures and materia's
; and

frequency hints are given fbr new manufhaure."
^r new methods of improving land, that may b'^
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fet on foot p-reatly to th'^ advantage of the coun-

try.

THE FOURTH CLASS

To be t-iu^ht com DO fit ion. Writing one's owa

langua-e well, is the next neccfiary accomplilh-

-meat after good fpeaking. It is the^ writing-ma-

iler's buiiners to take care that the boys make fair

charaaevs, and place them ftraight and even in the

lines; but to form their ilyle, and even to take

care that the flops and capitals are properly dlfpol-

ed, is the part of the Engiiih mader. The boys

ftoiilfl be put on writing letters to each other on

any'cofWivon occurrences, and on various fubjeds,

imaginary bafmefs, &c. c^-ntaining little ilories,

accounts of their late reading, what parts of au-

thors pleafe thern, and why; letters of congratula-

tion, of compliment, of reqaeft, of thanks, of re-

commendation, of admonition, of confolation, of

expoftulation, excufe, &c. In thefe they fnould

be taa^-ht to exptefs tb-rnfelves clearly, concifely

and naturally without affe^ed woids or high fiowa

-ohrafes. AH their letters to pafs through the

^nailer's hand, who is to point out the faults, ad-

^If- the correai'us, -nd commend what he finds

ripd^t. Som. of the b.'l betters publifhed in our

own hn^-.:a-e, as Si- WH'iam Templets, thole or

p. .3f and his trirnds, ui-^
'^-' <'^bers, might be f^t

be^o.e the youth as n d.V, rli.ir beauties pomted

out and explained bv ^he .rv:.r, the letters them-

f-^lv'^stiau'ciibed by the {c'-"!ar.

^

D, Iohnk)n's £t^lre: Eh.i.nia, or Firft Princi-

pies of Morality, .-vv.-:-^ by the (cholars,

Ld explained by t^:^ -...^-u. h:y a f.did founda.

tiou of virt.K- an.i i>iety in their minds, x^nd a.

tMs clals conliiuics the reaaing of .ailory, let them
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novy, at proper hours, receive fome farther iriur-Lic-

tion in chronology, and in ihzl p3:t of g-eography

(from the matheaiatlcal iTiait^r) which is r^^cefTa-

ry to uncieriiand the r-?ps and globes. They
fhould 'Am be acruainttd wil'i the modern names

of the places they hnd mcnt'cned in ancient wri-

ters. The exerc'fes of good reading, and prrper

ipeaking, Hill continued at fuitable times.

FIFTH CLASS

To improve the youth in compcfition, they may
now, belides continuing to write letters, begin to

write little effays in profe, and fcmetimcs in verfe ;

not to make them poets, but for this reafon, thac

nothing acquaints a lad fo fpeedily with variety r.f

cxpreihon as the necclTicy of iinding fuch v. or-'

5

and phrafis as well fuit the i:.^:.l::,c^ louna an:!

rhime of verfe, and at the fame time well expre.h

the fentiment. Thcfe eiTays ihonld all pafs under

the raafcer's eye, who will point out their fauh ;,

and put tlie wricer on correfling them. ^V'leiJ

thejacjgmcnt is not ripe enough for f.:rm:ng ne-v

efiays, let the fentiments oi' a SpefLator be giv^u,

and reqr.ired to be clothed in t'le fcholar's pwn
words ; or the ciicumftances of fome good ftory

;

the fcholar to find exprelTion. Let them be put
fometimes en abridging a par^giaph of a diffufe

author : fometimes on dilating or amplifying whi't

is wrote mere clofely. And now let Dr. Jolmfon's

Noetica, or Firl!: Principles of Human Knowledge,
containing a logic, or ait of ^^aB|iag>.|^- ^^ read

by the youth, and the difficulties tlSin^y occur

to them be explained by the mader. The readin?;

of hillory, and the exercifes of good readirig ::nd

juft fpcaking, ftill continued.

H
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In tills clafs befides continuing theFftudiss of the

piecedincr in Iiillory, rhetoric, logic, moral and natu-
,

ral plulo.u!;!.;, tlie beft Englifii authors may be read

nr.d explained ; as Tillotron, Milton Locke, Ad-

difon, Pope, Swift, tlie higher papers In the Spec-

tator and Gaardian, the bed tranflaUons of Homer,

Virgil and Horace, of Telemachas, Travels of Cy-

lus, Sec.

Once a year let there be public e^ercifes in the

l.all 5 the trnftees and citizens prefent. ^Then let

fine gilt book^ be given as prizes to fuch boys as.

.iiuinguin-i themfelves, and excel the gthers in any

brancii of learnin«^, making three degrees of com-

parifon : gmng the beft prize- to him that per-

forms beO: ; a lefs valuable one to him that comes

up next to the beil : and another to the -third,

Commendations, encourag^nent, and advice to the

reft: ; keeping up their hopes, that, by induftry,

they may excel another time. The names of

thofe that obtain the prize, to be yearly printed

in a lift.

The hours of each cay are to be divided and

difpofed in fach a manner as that forae claffes may

be with the writlng-mafter, improving their hands ;

others tvith the mathematical maaer, learning arith-

metic, accounts, geography, rife of the globes,

drawing, mechanics, &c. v.-hile the reil: are in

the En2:urii fchool, under the Englifli mailer's

care,

'"'las ixaus maruae^ youth will come out of this

fchool BtM for learning any bufmefs, caHmg, or

profeffion, except fuch wherein languages are re

quired; and thor.grh unacquain'Led wiili any anci.

or foreifrn tongue, they vail be mafLers of
ent



ESSAYS. 139

their own, which is of more immediate andgen^r:'!

life; and withal will have attained many other valuable

sccompliniments : the time ulually Ipent in acquiring-

thofe languages, often without fuccefs, being 1

employed in laying fuch a foundation of knowledg

and ability, as properly improved, nfay qualify them

to pafs through and execute the feveral offices of

civil Hfe, with advantage and reputation to them-

felves and country.

11ere
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